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MICHAELMAS TERM, 2008/09 
 
 
 

MIDDLE EAST POLITICS 
 
 
 
 

Tutorial Programme 
 
 
1.  Aims and Objectives 
 
The aim of the course is to offer an introduction to the study of Middle East 
politics for Masters level students. Though time is short and the field is 
large and complex, it is expected that, with vacation reading, the student 
will by the end of the course have both a feel for the main political 
dynamics in the modern Middle East and a good knowledge of the main 
secondary works on a number of key themes and countries. 
 
The course outline contains ten substantive topics, eight of which will be 
covered directly in class, thereby giving students some room for choice.  
Each topic contains a series of questions, which it is hoped will stimulate 
students as well as giving them a feel for the range of the week’s subject.  
Each topic also includes a number of essay questions.  Students are 
expected to write FOUR essays as part of the course requirement, 
selecting from the sample essay questions.  Students should approach 
their week’s reading with the scope of the course and the specific essay 
questions in mind.  
 
The reading list actually consists of two reading lists.  One is a reading list 
organised thematically, which will give the student an idea of the range of 
books pertaining to the theme of the week.  The student should begin by 
consulting this part of the reading list.  The second part of the bibliography is 
organised on a country basis, and will give the student ideas on the particular 
states that he/she might like to look at in order to illustrate the thematic 
discussion in the week’s essay.  It should be emphasised that as far as 
possible the two lists contain different works; therefore both parts should be 
fully consulted on each topic.  
 
 
2.  Course Content 
 
This course focuses on the domestic politics of the states of the Middle 
East.  As such it aims to take some of the major concepts of the discipline of 
political studies and apply them to the contemporary Middle East.  Implicit in 



 2 

the programme, therefore, is the assumption that while the politics of the 
region may be different they are not impenetrable using Western social 
studies analysis.  Of course, given that both the ideas and tools of social 
studies were developed based on a largely non-developing world set of 
empirical experiences, students should always be on the look out to refine 
and adapt conventional approaches. 
 
The course adopts a thematic approach to the study of Middle East politics.  
The reason for this is twofold: first, such an approach allows maximum 
flexibility for the tutor in teaching the course and for the student in developing 
their own interests; second, the alternative approach, namely to take a 
country a week, would leave big gaps in the field of study, mindful of the 24 or 
so states in the region. 
 
The emphasis of the course is on comparing and contrasting political 
phenomena across the region.  The themes adopted in the course include 
some traditional fields of study, such as political institutions, the military, 
ideology and the notion of legitimacy, together with some newer analytical 
fields, notably public policy, civil society and gender.  The influence of major 
inter-state conflicts and external factors on internal politics will also be 
considered.  Throughout the course students are encouraged to make inter-
regional comparative observations where relevant.   
 
The geographical definition of the Middle East is an inclusive one; the 
student is encouraged to range widely, including North Africa, the Levant, 
Turkey and the Persian Gulf states.  The general approach of the course 
gives considerable latitude to the student to focus on those countries that 
most interest them. 
 
The historical span of the course begins with the establishment of the 
modern state system of the Middle East in the wake of the First World War.  
However, the main focus of the course is the time-line from the Second World 
War and the process of de-colonisation, up to the present day.  The course is 
structured in such a way as to allow the student to concentrate on whichever 
period of Middle Eastern contemporary political history most interests them. 
 
 
3.  Organisation of Teaching 
 
The Middle East Politics course is taught by Dr. Philip Robins of St. Antony’s 
College (Tel: 274472; e-mail: philip.robins@sant.ox.ac.uk). The course is 
being offered in Michaelmas Term 2008, and will be taught either in tutorials 
or as a seminar.  The student is expected to write four essays for the course.  
Moreover, students will be expected to contribute to the discussion in class. 
 
In addition to the tutorials &/or seminars, Dr. Robins gives a series of eight 
lectures on Middle East politics (in MT in Schools on Fridays at 10.00), in 
which he examines issues and themes relevant to the option.  He 
supplements these lectures with relevant handouts. 
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4.  Course Outline 
 
 
1.  Identity Politics 
 
Which is the dominant focus of loyalty in the modern Middle 
East, the state or sub-statal forms of organisation such as clan, 
tribe, religious sect or ethnic group?  Why has kinship proved 
such an enduring pattern of affiliation, in spite of increasing 
modernity and the growth of the strength of the state?  Why has 
socio-economic class or gender not proved to be a more potent 
focus of loyalty?  How have kinship, ethnic and sectarian 
groupings set about managing their relations and why? 
 
I)  Compared with sub-state patterns of allegiance the state will 
always be weak.  Do you agree? 
 
ii)  Compare and contrast two sub-state political movements in 
different Middle Eastern countries. 
 
iii)  ‘Irreconcilable but reconciled’.  Do you agree with this 
characterisation of tribe-state relations in theory and practice in 
the Arab World, and why? 
 
 
 
2.  Resource Allocation and Political Power 
 
What characteristics best describe the political economy of the 
modern Middle East?  How does the state distribute resources 
in order to secure political acquiescence?  How important has 
the notion of rent been in the economies of the Middle East?  
Why has the Middle East failed to develop a viable industrial 
base?  What are the prospects for economic liberalisation? 
 
I)  Has oil wealth been a blessing or a curse for the Middle 
East? 
 
ii)  ‘The state is an institution to capture in order to bring about 
the enrichment of the leader and his supporters.’  To what 
extent does this statement encapsulate the motivation of 
regimes across the region? 
 
iii) To what extent is it still useful to divide the states of the 
Middle East into oil and non-oil economies? 
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iv)  Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of applying rentier 
state theory to the politics of the oil producing states of the 
region. 
 
 
 
3.  Institutions of the State 
 
What roles do institutions such as the military and the 
bureaucracy perform in the states of the region?  How do you 
explain the proliferation of intelligence and security services in 
the Middle East?  Why are the military and bureaucracy so 
large in size in the Middle East countries?  How important have 
such institutions been as a vehicle for social mobility?   
 
I) How important has the military been in the processes of state 
and nation building in the modern Middle East? 
 
ii) ‘In the 1950s and 1960s the army was an active player in 
Middle East politics; from the 1970s onwards it has been largely 
passive’.  Is this a fair observation, and why? 
 
iii) How significant has the bureaucracy been in obstructing 
reform in the region? 
 
 
4.  Public Policy-making 
 
Why has the study of politics in the Middle East (as reflected in 
the major works of the secondary literature) ignored domestic 
policy and how that policy is made?  How important are 
education and health policy for the popularity of governments in 
the region?  Should foreign policy be included in a study of 
public policy-making?  What are the particular characteristics of 
the policy-making process in the region?  What is the 
relationship between different economic groups (e.g. 
merchants, landowners etc) and the state?   
 
i)  How are decisions made in authoritarian regimes in the 
Middle East? 
 
ii)  Can we speak of interest group politics in the Arab World?  
 
iii) Discuss the role of agency in the making of economic policy 
in the Arab Middle East? 
 
iv)  How important have globalising factors, and the ‘norm 
defusion’ that they bring, been in policy trends in the region 
over the last 20 years? 
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5.  Political Ideology 
 
Why have some ideologies prospered in the region (e.g. Arab 
nationalism), while others (e.g. Marxism-Leninism) have not? Is 
Arab nationalism now dead? What are the prospects for such 
ideologies as territorial state nationalism and neo-liberalism in 
the Middle East?  Why has Islamism apparently proved to be so 
attractive in the contemporary Middle East?  How do you 
explain instinctive Arab support for the Palestinians and the 
Iraqis? 
 
I)  Is it fair to characterise the Middle East as a highly 
ideological region?  
 
ii) Is the ideology of political Islam destined to repeat the cycle 
of promise followed by failure experienced by Arab nationalism? 
 
iii) Explain the mobilisational capabilities of political Islam in the 
contemporary Middle East?  
 
iv) ‘Though their adolescence was a turbulent one the making 
of individual nation-states in the Arab World is now progressing 
nicely’.   Do you agree and why? 
 
 
 
6.  Authority and Legitimacy 
 
Why is it conventional wisdom that the states of the Middle East 
do not enjoy legitimacy?  How have successive regimes and 
leaders set about trying to establish authority in their respective 
states?  What slogans and symbols are most frequently invoked 
by leaders to bolster their support?  How successful have they 
been? 
 
I) Which states in the region may be described as legitimate, 
and why? 
 
ii)  Which regimes in the region may be described as legitimate, 
and why? 
 
iii)  ‘In the Middle East, the greatest source of legitimacy is 
power’.  Discuss this apparent paradox. 
 
 
 
7.  Leadership 
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Can you identify any characteristics that all Arab leaders 
possess?  Have these changed over the past five decades?  
Why is there such a tendency towards the cult of the leader in 
the Arab World?  How do leaders in the Middle East set about 
retaining power?  What is the relationship between Middle 
Eastern leaders and their populations?  What is the relationship 
between leaders on the one hand, and institutions (e.g. army, 
bureaucracy, political parties, media etc.) and constituencies 
(e.g. socio-economic groupings, the ulema etc.) on the other? 
 
i) Is the image of the sole, all powerful leader in the Arab World 
myth or reality? 
 
ii) How representative were Saddam Hussein and Hafez al-
Asad of the leadership paradigm in the Arab World? 
 
iii) Is the nature of leadership in Israel and Turkey basically the 
same as in the democracies of Western Europe? 
 
 
 
8.  Civil Society and Democratisation  
 
How powerful has the legacy of authoritarianism been for the 
contemporary Middle East?  Why did the early experiments in 
constitutional politics immediately following decolonisation fail?  
Is Islam a cultural barrier to the adoption of such notions?   
Does civil society exist in the Middle East?  Will global trends 
towards democracy prove strong enough to bring about change 
in this direction?   
 
I) Are democracy and civil society alien concepts for the Middle 
East? 
 
ii)  ‘Liberal reform in the Arab World has come from above and 
has been more an exercise in political control than 
democratisation’.  Do you agree and why? 
 
iii) Why do Turkey and Israel have functioning democracies, but 
not the Arab World? 
 
 
 
9.  Gender 
 
What roles do women play in Middle Eastern societies?  What 
levels of social development (e.g. health, literacy, higher 
education) exist as far as women are concerned?  Where are 
women found in the labour force?  How inhibitive are the value 
systems (e.g. religious, patriarchal etc.) of the region to 
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women’s participation in public activities?  To what extent do 
women control economic resources?  What impact, whether 
direct or indirect, do women have on the internal politics of the 
region?     
 
i)  Are women important in Middle East politics? 
 
ii)  Would you describe the political order in the region as 
‘gendered’?  
 
iii)  How useful is the private-public dichotomy in judging the 
political influence of men and women in the region? 
 
iv) Why has the Arab World failed to produce a Golda Meir, 
Benazir Bhutto or Tansu Ciller? 

 
 
 
 
10.  Political Change and Succession 
 
Why was political change so frequent in the 1950s and 1960s, 
yet so rare in the 1970s and 1980s?  Why are rulers apparently 
so reluctant to designate their successors?  How do you explain 
the prevalence of violence and the use of force in regime 
change in the region?  How have the traditional regimes of the 
Middle East (e.g. the Gulf states and Jordan), the imminent 
downfall of which was routinely predicted in the 1950s, been 
able to survive as long as they have? 
 
i) Why has it proved so difficult for Middle Eastern states to 
introduce an institutionalised process for political succession?     
 
ii) How do you account for the smooth successions in Bahrain, 
Jordan, Morocco (all 1999) and Syria (2000)? 
 
iii) Are the monarchies in the region better able to arrange 
political successions that the republics? 
 
iv)  ‘The Middle East has witnessed more national than social 
revolutions.’  Do you agree?  
 
 
 
 
Philip Robins 
St Antony’s College 
6/10/08 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
This reading list is divided into two parts: the first part takes a country by 
country approach; the second is organised thematically. 
 
In addition to the actual bibliography, students are encouraged to follow the 
journals and publications which deal directly with the Middle East, especially 
with a view to gleaning more contemporary material.  Attention should be 
given to the following:   
 
I) Specialist Journals 
 
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 
International Journal of Middle East Studies  
Jerusalem Journal of International Relations 
Journal of Palestine Studies 
Mediterranean Politics 
Middle East Contemporary Survey (Yearbook)  
Middle Eastern Studies  
Middle East Quarterly 
Middle East Journal 
 
ii) Non Specialist Journals 
 
Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Policy 
International Affairs 
Survival 
 
iii)  Non Academic Publications 
 
Economist Intelligence Unit Country Reports (quarterly) 
Financial Times surveys  
Le Monde Diplomatique (monthly) 
Middle East International (fortnightly) 
The Economist country surveys 
The Middle East (glossy monthly magazine) 
The World Today (monthly)
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PART ONE: COUNTRY BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Algeria 
 
Adamson, Kay, Algeria.  A Study in Competing Ideologies (Continuum, 

London, 2000) 
 
Ageron, Charles-Robert, Modern Algeria.  A History from 1983 to the Present 

(Hurst, London, 1991) 
 
Aghrout, Ahmed & Bougherira, Redha M. eds., Algeria in Transition.  Reforms 

and Development Prospects (RoutledgeCurzon, London, 2004) 
 
Bennoune, Mahfoud, The Making of Contemporary Algeria, 1830-1987 (CUP, 

Cambridge, 2002) 
 
Horne, Alistair, A Savage War of Peace: Algeria, 1954-1962 (MacMillan, 

London, 1977). 
 
Lawless, Richard, 'Algeria: The Contradictions of Rapid Industrialisation' in 

Lawless & Findlay ed. North Africa: Contemporary Politics and 
Economic Development (Croom Helm, London, 1985) 

 
Roberts, Hugh, 'Algeria between eradicators and conciliators' in Middle East 

Report No.189 July-August 1994. 
 
____________, 'Algeria's Ruinous Impasse and the Honourable Way Out' in 

International Affairs Vol.71 No.2 April 1995. 
 
____________, The Battlefield Algeria 1988-2002 (Verso, London, 2003) 
 
Ruedy, John, Modern Algeria.  The Origins and Development of a Nation 

(Indiana UP, Bloomington, 1992) 
 
Stone, Martin, The Agony of Algeria (Hurst, London, 1996) 
 
Stora, Benjamin, Algeria, 1930-2000: A Short History (Cornell UP, Ithaca, 

2001) 
 
Quandt, William, Revolution and Political Leadership: Algeria, 1954-1968 
(MIT Press, Cambridge, 1969). 
 
 
 
Egypt 
 
Al-Awadi, Hesham, In Pursuit of Legitimacy: The Muslim Brothers and 

Mubarak, 1982-2000 (Tauris, London, 2004) 
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Ayubi, Nazih, Bureaucracy and Politics in Contemporary Egypt (Ithaca, 

London, 1980) 
 
Harik, Ilya, The Political Mobilisation of Peasants: A Study of an Egyptian 

Community 
(Indiana UP, Bloomington, 1974) 
 
Harris, Lillian Craig ed, Egypt: Internal Challenges and Regional Stability 

(RIIA/RKP, London, 1988) 
 
Hinnebusch, Raymond, Egyptian Politics Under Sadat (CUP, Cambridge, 

1985) 
 
Hopwood, Derek, Egypt, Politics & Society, 1945-90 (Harper Collins, London, 

1991) 
 
Kepel, Gilles, The Prophet and the Pharaoh. Muslim Extremism in Egypt (Al-

Saqi, London, 1984) 
 
Lofgren, Hans “Economic Policy in Egypt: A Breakdown in Reform 

Resistance?” International Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 25, No. 
3 (Aug., 1993) 

 
Marsot, Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid, A Short History of Modern Egypt (CUP, 

Cambridge, 1985) 
 
Podeh, Elie & Winkler, Onn ed., Rethinking Nasserism.  Revolution and 

Historical Memory in Modern Egypt (Univ Press of Florida, 2004) 
 
Posusney, Marsha Labour and the State in Egypt: Workers, Unions and 

Economic Restructuring (Columbia University Press, New York, 1997) 

 

Sullivan, Denis J., “The Political Economy of Reform in Egypt” International 
Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 22, No. 3 (Aug., 1990) 

 
_____________ & Abed-Kotob, Sana, Islam in Contemporary Egypt: Civil 

Society vs. the State (Lynne Rienner, Boulder, 1999) 
 
Waterbury, John, The Egypt of Nasser and Sadat (Princeton UP, New Jersey, 

1983) 
 
Wickham, Carrie Rosefsky, Mobilising Islam: Religion, Activism and Political 

Change in Egypt (Columbia UP, New York, 2002) 
 
Zaki, Moheb, Civil Society & Democratization in Egypt, 1981-1994 (Ibn 

Khaldun, Cairo, 1994) 
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Gulf States 
 
Carapicio, Sheila, Civil Society in Yemen: The Political Economy of Activism 

in Modern Arabia (Cambridge UP, Cambridge, 1998) 
 
Crystal, J., Oil and Politics in the Gulf (CUP, Cambridge, 1990) 
 
Dresch, Paul, A History of Yemen (Cambridge UP, Cambridge, 2000) 
 
Halliday, Fred, Arabia Without Sultans (Penguin, London, 1974) 
 
Heard-Bey, F., From Trucial States to United Arab Emirates (London, 1982) 
 
Ismael, Jacqueline, Kuwait: Social Change in Historical Perspective 

(Syracuse UP, Syracuse, 1982) 
 
Khuri, Fuad, State Tribe and State in Bahrain: The Transformation of Social 

and Political Authority in an Arab State (Univ of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, 1980) 

 
Mansfield, Peter, Kuwait, Vanguard of the Gulf (Hutchinson, London, 1990) 
 
Owtram, Frances, A Modern History of Oman (Tauris, London, 2004) 
 
Petersen, JE, The Arab Gulf States, Steps Toward Political Participation  

(CSIS/Praeger, Washington, 1988) 
 
Tetreault, Mary Ann, Stories of Democracy: Politics and Society in 

Contemporary Kuwait (Columbia UP, New York, 2000) 
 
Zahlan, Rosemary Said, The Making of the Modern Gulf States: Kuwait, 

Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Oman (Ithaca Press, 
Reading, 1998) 

 
 
Iran 
 
Adelkhah, Fariba, Being Modern in Iran (Hurst, London, 1999) 
 
Amuzegar, Jahangir, Iran's Economy Under the Revolution (Tauris, London, 

1993) 
 
Bakhash, Shaul, The Reign of the Ayatollahs: Iran and the Islamic Revolution 

(London, 1985) 
 
Ehteshami, Anoushiravan, After Khomeini: the Iranian Second Republic 

(Routledge, London, 1995) 
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Fischer, Michael M.J., Iran, From Religious Dispute to Revolution (Harvard 

UP, Cambridge, 1980) 
 
Keddie, Nikki, Roots of Revolution: An Interpretive History of Modern Iran 

(Yale UP, Yale, 1981) 
 
Ladjervardi, Habib, Labour Unions and Autocracy in Iran  (Syracuse 

University Press, Syracuse, 1985) 
 
Milani, Mohsen M., The Making of Iran's Islamic Revolution (Westview, 

Boulder, 1994) 
 
Mottahedeh, Roy, The Mantle of the Prophet: Religion and Politics in Iran 

(Pantheon Books, New York, 1986) 
 
Rahnema, Ali & Nomani, Farhad, The Securlar Miracle. Religion, Politics & 

Economic Policy in Iran (Tauris, London, 1990) 
 
Rahnema, Saeed & Behdad, Sohrab, Iran after the Revolution: Crisis of an 

Islamic State (Tauris, London, 1996) 
 
Ramazani, R K, ed, Iran's Revolution: The Search for Consensus (Indiana 

UP, Bloomington, 1990) 
 
 
 
 
 
Iraq 
 
Baram, Amatzia, Culture, History & Ideology in the Formation of Ba'thist Iraq, 

1968-89 (Macmillan, Oxford, 1991) 
 
_____________, Building Toward Crisis: Saddam Husayn's Strategy for 

Survival (Washington Institute, Washington, 1998) 
 
Batatu, Hanna, The Old Social Classes and Revolutionary Movements of Iraq 

(Princeton UP, Princeton, 1979) 
 
Khadduri, Majid, Independent Iraq, A Study In Iraqi Politics (OUP, London, 

1960) 
 
Khadduri, Majid, Republican Iraq, A Study in Iraqi Politics Since the 

Revolution of 1958 (OUP, London, 1969) 
 
Lukitz, Liora, Iraq, The Search for National Identity (Cass, London, 1995) 
 
Marr, Phebe, The Modern History of Iraq (Westview, Boulder, 1985) 
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Niblock, Tim, Iraq: The Contemporary State (Croom Helm, London, 1982) 
 
Sluglett, Marion Farouk & Sluglett, Peter, Iraq Since 1958, From Revolution to 

Dictatorship (IB Tauris, London, 1990) 
 
Tripp, Charles, A History of Iraq (CUP, Cambridge, 2000) 
 
 
 
Israel 
 
Arian, Asher, Politics in Israel: The Second Generation (Chatham House, 

Chatham NJ, 1989) 
 
Avineri, Shlomo, The Making of Modern Zionism (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 

London, 1981) 
 
Avishai, Bernard, A New Israel: Democracy in Crisis, 1973-88 (Ticknor & 

Fields, New York, 1990) 
 
Elazar, David & Sandler, Shmuel, Israel at the Polls, 1996 (Cass, London, 

1998) 
 
Karsh, Efraim, From Rabin to Netanyahu, Israel’s Troubled Agenda (Cass, 

London, 1997) 
 
Kyle, Keith & Peters, Joel, Whither Israel? The Domestic Challenges (IB 

Tauris, London, 1993) 
 
Liebman, Charles & Eliezer, Don, Religion & Politics in Israel (Indiana UP, 

Bloomington, 1984) 
 
Lustick, Ian, Arabs in a Jewish State (Univ of Texas Press, Austin, 1980) 
 
Nachmias, David and Menahem, Gila, Public Policy in Israel (Cass, London, 

2000) 
 
Peri, Yoram, Between Battles and Ballots: Israeli Military and Politics (CUP, 

Cambridge, 1983) 
 
Rouhana, Nadim, Palestinian Citizens in an Ethnic Jewish State: Identities 

Conflict (Yale UP, London, 1997) 

______________ & Ghanem, Asad “The Crisis of Minorities in Ethnic States: 
The Case of Palestinian Citizens in Israel”, pp. 321-346 International 
Journal of Middle East Studies, Vol. 30, No. 3, Aug., 1998 

 
Shafir, Gideon & Peled, Yoav, Being Israeli: the Dynamics of Multiple 

Citizenship (CUP, Cambridge, 2002) 
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Sharkansky, Ira, The Political Economy of Israel (Transaction Books, New 

Brunswick, 1987) 
 
Sprinzak, Ehud & Diamond, Larry eds., Israeli Democracy Under Stress  

(Boulder, 1993) 
 
Troen, S. Ilan & Lucas, Noah, ed. Israel: The First Decade of Independence 

(SUNY, New York, 1995) 
 
 
 
 
Jordan 
 
Bligh, Alexander, The Political Legacy of King Hussein (Sussex Academic 

Press, Brighton, 2002) 
 
Dann, Uriel, King Hussain and the Challenge of Arab Radicalism, Jordan 

1955-67 (OUP, Oxford, 1989) 
 
Day, Arthur R., East Bank/West Bank, Jordan and the Prospects for Peace 

(CFR, New York, 1986) 
 
Layne, Linda, Home and Homeland, The Dialogics of Tribal and National 

Identity in Jordan (Princeton UP, Princeton, 1994) 
 
Robins, Philip, A History of Jordan (CUP, Cambridge, 2004) 
 
Rogan, Eugene & Tell, Tariq, Village, Steppe & State.  The Social Origins of 

Modern Jordan (British Academic Press, London, 1994) 
 
Satloff, Robert, From Abdullah to Hussein (OUP, Oxford, 1994) 
 
Susser, Asher, On Both Banks of the Jordan, A Political Biography of Wasfi 

al-Tall (Frank Cass, Ilford, 1994) 
 
___________  Jordan.  Case Study of a Pivotal State (WINEP, Washington 

DC, 2000) 
 
Tal, Lawrence, Politics, the Military, and National Security in Jordan, 1955-

1967 (Palgrave, London, 2002) 
 
Wilson, Mary, King Abdullah, Britain and the Making of Jordan (CUP, 

Cambridge, 1987) 
 
Wilson, Rodney, ed. Politics and the Economy in Jordan (Routledge, London, 

1991) 
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Lebanon 
 
Ajami, Fouad, The Vanished Imam: Musa Sadr and the Shias of Lebanon 

(Cornell UP, New York, 1986) 
 
Cobban, H., The Making of Modern Lebanon (Hutchinson, London, 1985) 
 
Deeb, Marius, The Lebanese Civil War (Praeger, New York, 1980) 
 
Fisk, Robert, Pity the Nation, Lebanon at War (OUP, Oxford, 1990) 
 
Gilmour, David, Lebanon, The Fractured Country (Sphere, London, 1987) 
 
Johnson, M., Class and Client in Beirut.  The Sunni Muslim Community and 

the Lebanese State  (Ithaca, London, 1986) 
 
Norton, Augustus Richard, Hizballah of Lebanon: Extremist Ideals vs. 

Mundane Politics (Council on Foreign Relations, New York, 1999) 
 
Phares, Walid, Lebanese Christian Nationalism: The Rise and Fall of an 

Ethnic Resistance (Lynne Rienner, Boulder, 1995) 
 
Preston, Matthew, Ending Civil War: Rhodesia and Lebanon in 

Perspective (Tauris, London, 2004) 
 
Randal, Jonathan, The Tragedy of Lebanon: Christian Warlords, Israeli 

Adventurers and American Bunglers (Chatto & Windus, London, 1984) 
 
Saad-Ghorayeb, Amal, Hizbullah, Politics and Religion (Pluto, London, 2001) 
 
Salibi, Kamal, A House of Many Mansions: The History of Lebanon 

Reconsidered (Univ of California Press, 1988) 
 
Shehadi, Nadim, ed., Politics and the Economy in Lebanon (Centre for 

Lebanese Studies, Oxford, 1989) 
 
 
 
Libya 
 
Allan, JA, Libya, The Experience of Oil (Croom Helm, London, 1981) 
 
Bearman, Jonathan, Qadhafi's Libya (Zed Books, London, 1986) 
 
Davis, John, Libyan Politics, Tribe and Revolution (Tauris, London, 1987) 
 
Evans-Pritchard, E.E., The Sanusi of Cyrenaica (OUP, Oxford, 1949) 
 
First, Ruth, Libya, The Elusive Revolution  (Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1974) 
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Khadduri, Majid, Modern Libya, A Study in Political Development (The Johns 

Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1963) 
 
Simons, Geoff, Libya: The Struggle for Survival ( MacMillan, London, 1993) 
 
Wright, John, Libya, A Modern History (Croom Helm, London, 1981) 
 
 
 

North Africa 
 
Abun Nasr, Jamil M., A History of the Maghreb (CUP, Cambridge, 1975) 
 
Entelis, John, Comparative Politics of North Africa: Algeria, Morocco and 

Tunisia (Syracuse UP, Syracuse, 1980) 
 
Hopwood, Derek, Habib Bourgeiba of Tunisia (MacMillan, London, 1992) 
 
Joffe, EGH ed., North Africa: Nation, State and Region (Routledge, London, 

1993) 
 
Murphy, Emma, Economic and Political Change in Tunisia: From Bourgeiba to 

Ben Ali (MacMillan, Basingstoke, 1999) 
 
Pennell, C.R., Morocco since 1930 (Hurst, London, 2000) 
 
Perkins, Kenneth J., A History of Tunisia (CUP, Cambridge, 2004) 
 
Spencer, Claire, The Maghrib in the 1990s (IISS Adelphi Paper, London) 
(Indiana UP, Bloomington, 1992) 
 
Waterbury, John, Commander of the Faithful: the Moroccan Political Elite 

(Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London, 1970) 
 
Zartman, Wm ed., Man, State and Society in the Contemporary Maghreb (Pall 

Mall, London, 1973) 
  
 
 
The Palestinians 
 
Cobban, Helena, The Palestinian Liberation Organisation: People, Power & 

Politics (CUP, Cambridge, 1984) 
 
Ghanem, As’ad, The Palestinian-Arab Minority in Israel, 1948-2000, (State 

University of New York Press, Albany, 2001) 
 
Gilmour, David, The Dispossessed, The Ordeal of the Palestinians (Sphere, 

London, 1980) 
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Masalha, Nur, Imperial Israel and the Palestinians: The Politics of Expansion 

(Pluto, London, 2000) 
 
McDowall, David, Palestine & Israel (Tauris, London, 1989) 
 
Milton-Edwards, Beverly, Islamic Politics in Palestine (Tauris, London, 1996) 
 
Mishal, Shaul, The PLO Under Arafat: Between Gunand Olive Branch (Yale 

UP, Yale, 1986) 
 
Moores, Annelies, Women, Property and Islam: Palestinian Experiences, 

1920-1990 (Cambridge UP, Cambridge, 1995) 
 
Pappe, Ilan, A History of Modern Palestine (CUP, Cambridge, 2004) 
 
Sayigh, Rosemary, Palestinians: From Peasants to Revolutionaries (London, 

1979) 
 
Sayigh, Yezid, Armed Struggle and the Search for State, The Palestinian 

National Movement, 1949-1993 (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1997) 
 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Aburish, Said K., The Rise, Corruption and Coming Fall of the House of Saud 

(Bloomsbury, London, 1994) 
 
al-Farsy, Fouad, Saudi Arabia, A Case Study in Development (KPI, London, 

1982) 
 
Holden, David & Johns, Richard, The House of Saud (Holt, Rinehart & 

Winston, New York, 1981) 
 
Kostiner, Joseph, The Making of Saudi Arabia, 1916-1936: From Chieftancy 

to Monarchical State (OUP, Oxford, 1993) 
 
Lacey, Robert, The Kingdom: Arabia and the House of Saud (Harcourt Brace 

Jovanovic, New York, 1981) 
 
Lackner, Helen, A House Built on Sand: The Political Economy of Saudi 

Arabia (Ithaca, London, 1979) 
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