IHow Evponn 0£hovpe;

Eipon 18" oto supoymeodértio tov ITAZOK. Tati; Agv eipon pio «ynyevine» EAnvida,
aAld pio EAAnvida g dwaomopdg, pio I'oddo-eAAnvida toAitig, | onoia cmovdace otnv
TaA)ia, Cet, d1ddoket kot eivar Tovtpepévn oty Bpetavia kon £xetl 0106t emi pio
dekoetio otig Hvopuéveg Iolteiec. Qot660, GUUUETEX® G° 0LTO TO YNPOJEATIO, O10TL
elpon Evpomnaio kot 6octoAiotplo, amo@acicuévn va GOUPAA® oTNV EVIGYVoT TOL POLOL
™G EAAGSac oty Evpdnn kot tov kOG0, ZOUUETEX® 6° avTd TO YNPOOEATIO, S1OTL
ToTeEV® 0TL TO Opapa Tov [TAZOK «kat tov [Nopyov [Hamavdpéov yia tnv EALGSa kot v
Evpomm eival cwotd kot umvencopuévo. ZOUPETEX® 6° avTO TO YNPOOEATIO, O10TL, MG
KaONYNTPLO ELPOTOTKNG TOAITIKNG 1] 1010, TIOTEV® GTNV aVAYKT va Kivntomotnei n véa
YEVIA, OGTE Vo eVOGYOAN0El pe TIG evpOTOiKES VITOOEGELC.

[Ipwv amd 6vo pnveg, ot EAAnveg exhoyelg yneicav vép pog ahiayng oty Kupépynon.
Qo1660, O Ty AaBog Kot amAn VITOVOUELGN TG EVPOTAIKNG TOALTIKNG VO, GULLPOVIGEL
Kaveig pe 1o emyeipnua g KuPEpynong 0Tt autég ot ekAoYEG Ba Tpémet va. avapEpovTat
og Bépata ecmtepikng moAtikng. Kabdg 1o Evponaikd Kowvofodio givar o kat’ e&oynv
YOPOG TNG TOMTIKNG GULUUAYIDV, 1 OTOQOCT OGS TPEMEL VO oTNPIileTOl GTOV YEVIKO
TPOCAVATOAIGUO Kol TO TEmpoyuéva kabevog KOUUATog, Yo vo mpoPAéyovue v
EMIOPAOT TNG YNPOV LAG, KOt Ol O OMAEG TPOEKAOYIKEG VITOGYECELS TTOV OEV EXOVV KOLE
TOYMN HOVOUEPOVS ekTApwons. Tt épaba oyetikd pe ta Bépata avtd amd TV TOAVET
TPOCGMOTIKY HoL gumelpia ovvepyaciog pe tov INaopyo [amavdpéov, 10101TéPpmG GYETIKA pE
v Evponaikn Xvvélevon n omoio eknovnoe 10 Evporaikd Xovrayuo, kabmg kot v
eMnvucn Ipoegdpia g Evpomnaikng Evoong tépuot;

[Ipdtov, 6Tt N déapevon tov ITAXOK yia pio mepiocdTepo «kovmviky Evpanny eivar
aAnfwn. Kotd mmv obpkelon ¢ Evpomaikng Zvvélevone, o INdpyog Katnedpng,
EKTPOCONTAOVING TNV EAMVIKT KLPEpvnomn ekelvng G €moyNG, NTOV EMKEPUANG NG
opadog 1 omoio VITOSTNPIEE TNV EGOYWYTN TOAADV SOTAEEMV KOWVOVIKOD YOPUKTPO GTO
Evpomnaiko Zovtaypa. Tny ido opa, n eAdnvikn [poedpia mpowbovoe duvapukd pétpo
EVOVTIOV TOL KOWVMOVIKOD OTOKAEIGHOD Kol SOKPICEDV GE EVPOTAIKO eMinedo, KaODS Kot
mv yevikn apyn ¢ Puoocyung avdmtuéng. ‘EdeiEe emiong Bdppoc omnv mpoaymyr g
evpomaikng vopobesiog, avayvopilovtag Pocikd KOWOVIKE SIKOIOUOTO GTOVG UN-
Evponaiovg mov {ovv evidg @V cuvOp®V HOg — KOl YPNOUOTOL® TV AEEN BAppog, AOY®
™G Téong mov mopatnpeitol o€ TOALES de€ég kuPepvnoelg oty Evponn va viobetovv
EEVOPOPIKEC TOMTIKEG avapopIKA pe Toug EEvoug petavdotec. O porog g Evpomaikng
‘Evoong, cOpeove pe T0 GOGLOACTIKO Opapa, OgV €ivol 1 OVTIKATAGTAOCT] TOV £0VIKOV
KpATOLG TPOVOLOS. AV’ avTov, £ival 1 TPOANYT TOL KOWMVIKOD «VTAUTIVYK» ULETAED TOV
KPOTOV-UEADV, OTaV 01 £0VIKEG mOMTIKEG vtepPaivouy To Opla TV BEITOV SoPOpPDY
Kot 1 SICPAAGT] TOL TAVEVPOTUIKOV GEPAGHOV TV PACIKOV KOWMOVIKMOV SIKOIOUATOV.

To devtepo (RO oL PBPICKETOL GTOV TVPNVO AVTAG TNG TPOEKAOYIKNG EKOTPATELNG
elvar avtd g dNpokpatiog Kot Tov TAoVPaAicHov oty Evpdmn. Tlotog pumopel va givat
evavtiov g onuoxpartiag, Ba umopovcoe va mer Kaveic...diwg otav sivor "EAinvoc!
Yapmng. H peyoremPBoin pntopikn, ®oT1060, TPEMEL VO LETAPPALETOL GE GUYKEKPIUEVEG
deopevoels. Avtd NTav To VLR IOV okovpaoto  emavolaupove o Tudpyog



Momavopéov oty Evponaiky Zvvérevon. Ot mepiocdtepor ‘EAAnveg moditeg icmg dev
€Youv yvmon Tov pOAoL TOV omoilo EmaiEe 1 YMPO TOLS MG MNYETLS TG Opadag twv 19
CUKP®OV Kol PECOIOV» KPOT®V, TO. 0Toio. opyovobnkov g pio evopévn dbvoun yo
TPAOTN QOPA GTNV €VPOTAIKY totopia, Yoo vo avtitayfodv ce oyédo TV peYdAmV
Kpatov ywu v emPePaioon g nyepoviag tovg ommv Evpomn. Kov péypr onuepa,
avTITPOGMOTOL amd OAN TNV NTEPO pag eivar evyvopoveg otnv EALGSa, d10TL ToVg £0mGE
VIEPMNPAVELD KOL ETPPON G VTNV TNV KPIGIUN Ao TG EvpoTaikng evormoinone. Omwg
€Y® TPOTEIVEL OTO OKOONUOIKO HOVL £€pYo HE TNV €VVOlo TNG «ONU®V-KPOTIOG», 1
SEOAOEN TG 100TNTOG LETOED TOV KPATOV-UEA®V 6TOV HEYIoTo dvvato Pabud sivor
kpioywn yw éva dpapa pog mAovporotikng Evpdmng n omoia avBictator oty 10éa
dnpovpyiag vog vEOu KPATOVS GTO EVPOTAIKO EMITEDO.

To 1pito {ua 6to omoio Ba NBera va ddow €0 Eupacn givor o péAog g EALGSag
oV Soapdpewon g eEmtepikng moltikng g Evponaikig Evoong. Eivatl duckolo va
eavtachel kaveic pio peyoddTepn TPOKANGN OT0 OVTHV TOL OVIILETOTIOE 1 KuPEpvnon
Inuim mépuaot, 6tav avéraPe v mpoedpia g Evponaikng Evoong. Kot ntapora avtd,
omavia £Y® aKOVLGEL TOGO TOALOVG ETAIVOLG Y1OL TNV EEIGOPPOTNTIKY] OPACT LG XDPOG
npoedpevovoag ™ Evponaiknc ‘Evoong, oyt pdévo yio v pecoAdfnomn g HeTasy
KPOTOV-UEADYV, 0AAG KO Y100 TNV OKOTOTOVIT SIUUECOAAPNON TG HETOED TG AVONG Kot
Tov apafikod kocuov. Kot to mo onuavtiko, AMyec pépeg Hetd 1o TEAOG TOL TOAELOL GTO
Ipdx, o T'wpyog [Homavopéov katdpBwaoe va cuykevipdcel Toug Evponaiovg Yrnovpyotg
EEotepikdv 610 KaoteAloplo kot Tovg £melce va GuVTAEOLY €val «KEILEVO EVPMTOTKNG
GTPATNYIKNG TO omoio Ba amoteAovoe TV TpdOTN andvtnon and v Evponaiky 'Evoon
OTIG £TNO1EG OYETIKEG dtaknpvEels tov Hvopévav IToAteimv.

H elnvikn [poedpia giye emiong tnv Oetikn enidpaom g Kot TANGLEGTEPA GTA EAANVIKA
oOVOopO, HE TNV EKTOVION HOG VENS EVPOTOIKNG GTPATNYIKNG Yo To. BaAkdavia, n onoia
UTOPEL Vo UMV EKTANPMOGCE TNV EATION OVTOV TOV YOPOV YL XOpNynon kobestdtog
vroyneiov PEAOLS, OALL TPOYDPTGE TOAD TEPAITEP® OGOV APOPE GTNV VITOGTHPIEN Kot
déopevon g Evponaikng ‘Evoong omv meployn ond otidonmote eixe oyediacbel oto
maperBov. Kot @uowkd, oev ypelaleton koveic kov va oavoeéper v Tovpxia, 6tav
avagpépetal otnv ovuPoin tov [TAXOK kot tov INowpyov Iomavopéov oty eipnivn oty
Evpdnn, kabdg kot oty marykocpio TpoKAnot g tpocEyyiong tov lohdp pe v Avon.

O T'wpyog Mamavopéov €xet onudver ™V OEGLELGN TOV YLOL TOALTIKY] OVOVEWDGT), TNV
AUPIGPNATNON TOV KPATOVOCHV 0EDV KOl £VO JPOPETIKO €100G TOMTIKNG. X& OVTO TO
vedua, etvar kapog yio 6Aovg toug Evpmmaiovg mov metevovv oty Evpdnn og opaia
10£€0 KOl 1oYVPO EPYOAELD Y10 KOWV®VIKT TPOOSO VO KAVOLV TNV MV TOVG OKOVGTH KoL
™V YNPO TOLG VO, LETPT|CEL.

Koivyd NikoAaidov
[Mavemommo ™mg OEPdpdNG



To be published in TA NEA, June 11, 2004

What Europe do we Want?

I am number 18 on the PASOK list for the European elections. Why? I am not a
“indigenous” Greek but a Greek from the diaspora, a Franco-Greek citizen, educated

in France, living, teaching and married in Britain, and having taught for a

decade in the United States. Yet, I belong to this list because [ am a

European and a socialist, committed to helping enhance the role of Greece in

Europe and in the world. I belong to this list because I believe that PASOK’s and George
Papandreou's vision for Greece and for Europe is right and inspiring. I

belong to this list because, as a teacher of European politics myself, I believe in the need
to motivate the new generation to become involved in European affairs.

Two months ago, the Greek electorate voted for a change of government. Yet, it would be
wrong and simply to subvert European politics to go along with the argument of the
government that these elections should be about national issues. Because the European
parliament is all about coalition politics, we need to rely on overall orientation and past
party record to foresee the impact of our vote, rather than simply campaign promises that
have no chance of being unilaterally implemented. What have I learned in this regard
from my own experience in working with George Papandreou over the years, including
on the Convention that drafted the Constitution and on the Greek Presidency of the EU
last year?

First the commitment of PASOK to a more "social Europe" is real.

During the Convention, George Katiforis, representing the Greek government

at the time, headed the group which championed the introduction of various

social clauses in the Constitution. At the same time, the Greek presidency

promoted forceful action against social exclusion and discrimination at the European
level as well as the overarching concept of sustainable development. It also took a
courageous stand in promoting European laws extending basic

social rights to non-Europeans living inside our borders - I say courageous

because of the tendency we observe on the part of many of the right wing
governments in Europe to adopt xenophobic policies vis-a-vis foreign

migrants. In a socialist vision, the EU’s role is not to replace the national welfare state.
Instead, it is to prevent social dumping when national policies go beyond the

limits of legitimate differences and to ensure pan-European respect of

basic social standards.

The second theme at the core of this campaign is that of democracy and

pluralism in Europe. Who can be against democracy one may say ...especially

when a Greek! Sure. But grand rhetoric must be translated into concrete commitments.
This was Papandreou’s untiring message at the Convention. Most Greek citizens may not
be aware of the role played by their country as a leader of the group of 19 "small and
medium" states who organised themselves as a united force for the first time in European
history to resist plans by the big states for reasserting their hegemony in Europe. To this
day, representatives from all over our continent are grateful to Greece for having given



them pride and influence at this crucial stage of European integration. As I have
suggested in my academic work with the notion of European "demoi-cracy.",
safeguarding as much as possible equality between member states is crucial to a vision of
a pluralist Europe that resists the idea of creating a new state at the European level.

The third theme I would like to emphasise here is the role of Greece in shaping the EU's
foreign policy. It is hard to imagine a greater challenge than that faced by the Simitis
government last year when it took on the EU presidency. And yet, seldom have I heard so
much praise for the balancing act carried on by an EU presiding country, not only in
mediating between member states, but in its tireless intermediation between the West and
the Arab world. Most importantly, a few days after the end of the Iraq war, George
Papandreou managed to bring European foreign ministers together at Kastelorizo, and
persuaded them to write a "European strategy paper" that would constitute the first
response ever by the EU to the US's own annual pronouncements.

The Greek presidency also made a difference closer to home by delivering a new EU
strategy for the Balkans, which may have fallen short of these countries' hope for
candidacy status, but went much further in terms of support and commitment than
anything envisaged before. And of course, one hardly needs to mention Turkey when
speaking of PASOK’s and Papandreou's contribution to peace in Europe, and indeed the
global challenge of bringing Islam and the West together.

George Papandreou has signalled his commitment to political renewal, the challenging of
dominant ideas and a different kind of politics. In this spirit, it is time for all those
Europeans who believe in Europe as a beautiful idea and a powerful tool for social
progress to make their voices heard and vote count.

Kalypso Nicolaidis
University of Oxford



