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Organizers: Prof. Giovanni Capoccia; Dr Matthias Dilling; Dr Melis Laebens 

Hilary Term 2022, weeks 1-8, Fridays 4pm GMT on Zoom 

(Zoom link circulated separately) 

January 21, week 1: Prof. Tamila Lankina (LSE) “The Estate Origins of Democracy in 
Russia: From Imperial Bourgeoisie to Post-Communist Middle-Class” 
Discussant: Nicholas James (Oxford) 

January 28, week 2: Prof. Jan Rovny (Sciences Po Paris) “Circumstantial Liberals: Ethnic 
Minorities, Political Competition, and Democracy” 
Discussant: Nico Buettner (Oxford) 

February 4, week 3: Prof. Dominik Hangartner (ETH Zurich) “Online Hate Speech and How 
to Counter It” 
Discussant: Arun Frey (Oxford) 

February 11, week 4: Dr. Jorge Mangonnet (Oxford) “How Emancipation Drives Property 
Rights: Theory and Evidence from Imperial Brazil” 
Discussant: Andres Guiot-Isaac (Oxford) 

February 18, week 5: Prof. Isabela Mares (Yale) “Democratization after Democratization: 
how first wave democracies ended electoral corruption” 
Discussant: Marcin Walecki (Oxford) 

February 25, week 6: Dr. Katerina Tcakova (Oxford) “Conflict Shapes in Flux: A Typology 
of Spatial Change in Armed Conflict”  
Discussant: Maria Gargiulo (Oxford) 

March 4, week 7: Prof. Daniele Caramani (EUI Florence) “The Challenges to 
Representative Democracy: Populism, Technocracy and Political Pluralism” 
Discussant: Zack Grant (Oxford) 

March 11, week 8: Prof. Bálint Magyar (CEU) “Post-Communist Regime Trajectories --A 
Challenge to the Mainstream Comparative Approach” 
Discussant: Eli Gateva (Oxford) 


