Fantasy Bridge League

Round 1

The hand:
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(  10 8





(  Q 6





(  K J 10 9 8 3





(  9 7 6

(   K Q 6 5






(   9 4 2

(   A K 5 3






(   10 7 4 2


(   5 4







(   6


(   A 8 4






(   Q J 10 5 3






(  A J 7 3





(  J 9 8 





(  A Q 7 2





(  K 2
The Bidding:
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The following column was written – nay, perpetrated – by a pundit whom I shall refer to only as Columnist X, although her real name is Maureen Hiron.  Pick the bones out of it.  

“I suppose it is a ‘nose’ for the game that makes a player fly in the face of theory and produce an anti-odds bid at precisely the right moment.  Nicola Smith exercised her proboscis to great effect on this hand from the final of the Women’s pairs at the 2005 European Open Championships.
Heather Dhondy opened 1NT (15-17) and there was a distinct pause by West before she passed.  Nicola Smith bid 2NT, a transfer to diamonds, and had Dhondy responded with Three Clubs, which would have shown poor diamonds, Smith would have settled for Three Diamonds.  But Dhondy bid Three Diamonds, showing as least ( Q J x as a minimum holding.  Holding the Jack herself, Smith knew that her partner held ( A x x  at the very least, so she boldly jumped to Three No-Trumps.  West made the curious lead choice of a spade honour. (Surely a top heart, allowing her to see dummy before deciding on a continuation, would have been more appropriate.)

Dhondy won, and cashed six diamond tricks, on the last two of which she threw spades from hand.  West had to find four discards, and contributed two hearts and two spades.

Reading the position well, Dhondy exited in spades, and all West could do was cash her winners before being endplayed in clubs.  Nine tricks.

However, if West had kept a low heart, after cashing her major suit winners, this would have been her exit card, and now declarer must lose two tricks in clubs, and with them, the contract.” 

-oOo-
The usual rules apply.  Answers from individuals or teams, cloaked with the mantle of an assumed name, which I will keep confidential.  You have one week from publication date to enter.  Marks for accuracy, brevity, elegance and wit.  The editorial board’s decision is final.  

