Fantasy Bridge League

Round 5- Solution
The hand:

Love all.  Dealer South.






(  7 6 3





(  J 7 5





(  A K J 8 2





(  A 9





(  A K Q 5 4





(  A 8





(  Q 5





(  K Q J 7
The Bidding:



West

North

East

South







1 (

Pass

4 NT





Pass

5 (

Pass

7 NT





Pass

Pass

Pass
The Lead:
King of Hearts.

The Problem:  
Typical Balliol bidding.  But it looks as though this time you have got lucky. On normal breaks you have fifteen top tricks.  So your thoughts should turn to safety.  How do you play it?
The Solution:  This is a squeeze hand.  On the assumption that West holds the Queen of hearts, the contract is guaranteed, no matter how badly the spades and diamonds split.  

But there is more than one squeeze available, and you have to find out first which one you need.  So you take the opening lead with the Ace, and cash two top spades.  

If all follow to two rounds, you have 14 tricks.

If East shows out, there is a simple automatic squeeze against West:  cash your club tricks, discarding a heart and a diamond from Dummy, then run four diamond tricks to squeeze West in the majors.

And if West shows out, there is a double squeeze:  East must keep a spade guard, and West must keep the heart Queen; so neither can keep a diamond guard when you run your club tricks.

This is not a true double squeeze, for only one of your opponents can guard the diamond suit.  And you will end up squeezing (at most) just one of them. But it has the form of a double squeeze, and you don’t care whether it is East or West who comes under the hammer.
One tiny extra detail has been pointed out to me by the unfailingly accurate and perceptive Mr. 3NT.  There is the possibility That West has taken a mad gamble on the lead, and does not hold the Queen to back up his King.  (This would be a truly mad gamble, for even an inveterate West - holding a diamond stop and the heart King - would be trying  the cunning shot of a low heart, in the hope that the Ace was in dummy.  So we are here talking either madness or illicit foreknowledge of the hand). 

And if such a West held precisely Jxxx/Kx/T9xxx/xx, then when you cash your fourth club in pursuance of your (in fact hopeless) major-suit squeeze, he is squeezed in spades and diamonds.  But when he pitches a low diamond, you are certain to go wrong, placing him with a singleton diamond.  You would ditch what in fact was a winning diamond.
You can avoid this rarefied possibility by cashing the diamond Queen before your fourth club.  
-oOo-

