Report on the Text Creation Partnership 2006 conference (TCP 2006)
General information

The Text Creation Partnership (TCP) 2006 conference, which had the title “Bringing Text ALIVE: The Future of Scholarship, Pedagogy, and Electronic Publishing”, took place in the Amphitheatre of the Rackham Graduate School, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI, from 15 to 16 September. The conference was to address the future of electronic publishing, collection building, scholarship, and teaching: “The Text Creation Partnership (TCP) project was founded at the University of Michigan in 1999 to reinvent scholarship by creating fully searchable texts of thousands of titles printed across three hundred years and two continents of English and American history. TCP includes texts selected from three commercially produced page image collections, Early English Books Online (EEBO), available from ProQuest Information and Learning, Evans Early American Imprints (Evans), available from Newsbank-Readex and Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO), available from Thomson-Gale. Additionally, TCP’s production has expanded to include centers at Oxford University, the University of Toronto, and the National Library of Wales. TCP cooperates directly with over a dozen international scholarly projects devoted to subjects as wide ranging as historical linguistics, literary studies, bibliographic studies, and metadata integration. Scholars and students alike, in these disciplines and many others have found often make the claim that resources like EEBO, Evans, ECCO, and the TCP have revolutionized their work and by making primary sources widely available, will “bring literature alive” (Thomas Pack, E-Content, Dec. 1999). As the TCP project reaches the halfway mark of its original goals, it seems a good time to investigate how it brings literature in all disciplines to life in this exciting conference.” The key questions posed were how electronic resources like EEBO, Evans, ECCO, and the TCP
· change the landscape of scholarship and pedagogy;  
· transform teaching models; 
· promote new methods of scholarship;

· enrich scholarly communication;

· revolutionize electronic publication;

· aid digital library development.
The conference featured an opening and closing plenary keynote, two full days of academic programme, and a wine reception in the Assembly Hall. The conference website is at http://www.lib.umich.edu/tcp/conference/. Shawn Martin, TCP Outreach Librarian, welcomed the attendees to the conference. There were also brief introductory remarks by Michael Schoenfeldt, Associate Dean of Humanities at the University of Michigan, who outlined the UM’s involvement in the TCP, which has brought about a fundamental change in research activities, and ultimately a change in the thinking about electronic resources in general, and by Brenda Johnson of UM, who stressed the importance of the TCP as a means of bringing together scholars, librarians, and companies for the advancement of scholarship and teaching, which was to be explored in the two days of the conference.
Opening keynote – Justin Champion
The academic programme started off on Friday with a keynote address by Justin Champion of Royal Holloway, University of London. The presenter stressed the importance of the TCP as a means of building the foundations for future generations of scholars to engage with the very artefacts and resources which are the basis for humanities scholarship and teaching. Although the under use of some digital resources is worrying, there is now a general reliance on them, which is almost never reflected upon. JSTOR and Project MUSE were good examples of this development: they have changed the way in which researchers conduct their research. Therefore, there is a need to develop undergraduate tuition around these resources. 
While funding an increased student demand is a real problem, we need to have not only a strategic vision for digitization across institutions, but also answer the question of what the educational implications for the use of these resources are. Partnerships like the TCP will also challenge existing business models of established academic and commercial publishing. Digital Scholarship has already become unimaginable without having these resources at our fingertips. The problem is no longer access but use: how do we get users to use and engage with these resources? Access without guidance is no real progress, and different user groups will have different requirements when engaging with these resources. Teaching and learning projects need to be built around these digital resources: the exciting collaboration of the universities of Hull and East Anglia in their building of a VRE initiative is about the use of e-resources but also about research output. The integration of e-research and assessment exercises is a way to make the teaching of digital literacy an important factor in the university. There often seems to be a misunderstanding of the use of ICT. The ‘Web’ is falsely considered a threat to quality standards in research and also a threat to career advancement for academics. Instead, a ‘naturalization’ of e-resources is required. Convincing scholars of the benefits of digital scholarship is critical: it helps us to do more research better. In many disciplines a 19th-century view of scholarship prevails, which centres around the library as the main focus of research activities, while e-resources could not only help students to familiarize themselves with these important resources, but also to be bold and empowered to ask new and exciting questions. 
Drawing on the practical example of preparing a critical Hobbes edition, the presenter outlined the conflicts between the practicalities of preparing a traditional print edition vs. the opportunities, particularly of contextualization, that electronic resources offer. There is a real need to preserve the vast amount of contextual materials: layers and layers of annotations which are produced during the research process using digital resources, but which cannot be accommodated in a print edition. VREs seem to be a good approach as they allow scholars access to these materials beyond the print edition. In conclusion, the presenter asserted that the shift from print-driven to electronic research had already taken place. While in the past the permanence of print was highly valued, in future a digital culture will transform rather than destroy traditional scholarship.
Electronic Publishing roundtable

The keynote was followed by an “Electronic Publishing Roundtable”, chaired by Mark Sandler, which featured three brief presentations by representatives from Thomson-Gale, Newsbank-Readex, and ProQuest Information and Learning. Mary Sauer-Games of ProQuest outlined the revolutionary impact the TCP has had on ProQuest itself in redefining its relationship with the academic community. For ProQuest, TCP offered an affordable way of creating searchable full-text for its products and a greater awareness of the products in the academic community. For the scholars, TCP offered a way of having input on the works to be selected, of defining the desired level of quality, and of having ultimate ownership of the results and permanent future access. An additional outcome has been the virtual modernization tool developed by ProQuest and Northwestern University (http://www.library.northwestern.edu/collections/garrett/TCP_Virt-Mod.ppt), which allows users to search EEBO using modern spelling, automatically including all spelling variants. The variants have been compiled over a two-year period by students at Northwestern University from the EEBO corpus. The project will initially be available to participating institutions only, but will be released into the public domain after 2007. Summing up, the electronic environment provides real opportunities for online collaboration, and both the commercial sector and the academic community can bring value to the products developed.
Michelle Harper of Newsbank-Readex described the changing environment for all parties involved as a chance for re-defining the relations between companies and libraries. The proliferation of e-resources results in changing library and publisher roles, and an expanding publishing model for publishers. For all parties involved, changes in practices, theories, and models can be seen as widening the scope of available materials. A concrete example for this is the wealth of previously marginalized materials in the EVANS corpus, such as broadsides and ephemera, billboards, and ‘flyers’, which can now be explored as cultural records not easily available elsewhere. The presenter closed by mentioning the annual “Readex Digital Institute”, which is the company’s main forum for engaging with scholars and librarians. 
Frank Menchaca of Thomson-Gale outlined the scope and content of the ECCO database and described its function as a cross-disciplinary research tool. Drawing on the experiences gained during a week-long workshop conducted by the presenter at Washington University, he described the process of engaging with faculty to explore the primary sources, which quickly led to connections between courses taught in different faculties of the university. The very specific questions initially posed by researchers quickly expanded into more global questions due to contextualization through a multitude of references and contexts from other fields, which at first seemed unrelated. However, the acceptance of new research and lectures constructed around these developments was dependent on the support of senior scholars as well as academic boards and assessment committees.
Concluding the session, Mark Sandler of the Center for Library Initiatives, Committee on Institutional Cooperation, gave a presentation on “The Text Creation Partnership: An Overview”. He outlined that the success of large-scale text projects like the TCP was based on vision, funding, championing, support, and validation. The presenter gave a history of the TCP, starting with the vision of UMI in creating the EEBO images from microfilm, searchable bibliographic records, an index of illustrations, and a proprietary image viewer. The TCP emerged as a viable business plan for splitting the cost of making texts fully searchable, which was emerging as an expectation at that time. The TCP is a cooperative community, the vendors are a critical part of the project, and considerable risks have been taken by them. The role of Michigan and Oxford was to bring in expertise, tackling the challenges posed by the corpus and making it usable for the academic community. The library boards have provided substantial support throughout the process, and the enthusiasm of faculty and the project staff finally helped to promote the project and secure acceptance in the academic world.
Session 1 – E-Scholars: New Paradigms for Scholarly Research

The first of the five sessions of the academic programme on Friday afternoon was entitled “E-Scholars: New Paradigms for Scholarly Research” and was chaired by Shawn Martin. In the first paper, Simon Hodson of the University of Hull gave a presentation on “EEBO and e-Science: Early Findings and New Directions”. The presenter gave an overview of the “Early Modern Texts Forum” (http://www.earlymoderntexts.org/). This interdisciplinary project employs an innovative research forum (VRE) that allows researchers to work collaboratively on key electronic resources, such as EEBO and ECCO. The project has three strands: 1. an MA course covering the history of political discourse, 1500-1800, a move from the traditional history of ideas to a history of discourses; 2. an e-Texts project, which allows networks of scholars to share, edit and discuss (both textually and verbally) authors, titles and topics; and 3. a Virtual Reading Project that enables groups to discuss primary and secondary texts and to pursue common research agendas. 
The presenter asserted that the availability and scope of e-resources have shattered the established canon, have moved the focus from production to reception and re-reading, and are beginning to transform traditional modes of humanities scholarship. Emerging collaborative technologies such as the access grid, which enables web-based video conferencing, and the Sakai software, which provides a web-based collaborative environment and portal, are trends which point in the same direction: the interdisciplinary broadening of the scope of scholarship and an increase in research collaboration. 
The first application of these developments is an MA course in the history of political discourses. The MA pilots have already been taught with the access grid and the Sakai environment: student ownership of the collaborative environment has been especially important, the easy sharing of resources has been a particular benefit, and the shared visualization (VNC) of resources facilitates close analysis of resources. 
The second application is the Early Modern Texts Project, which envisions a virtual research community by providing an interdisciplinary, virtual forum for discussion and analysis, enabling the creation of shared resources, and an environment for linking thematically within the forum and with external resources. 
The third application is the V-Reading project, which aims at demonstrating the benefits of collaboration. As the humanities is a deeply individualistic discipline, it tries to answer whether collaboration can or does equate with quality, and to explore how it relates to peer review and other established norms of scholarly validation. New opportunities of scholarship emerge through the use of collaborative technologies even if no particular technology was put forward or preferred. The Early Modern Texts Forum has already achieved project buy-in from a number of researchers, has initiated projects, and identified key technological gaps, such as advanced customizable institutional research repositories, collaborative annotation tools, preservation issues connected with the envisioned complex research environment, and a fine-grained citation mechanism. [In the discussion the http://www.digitalmedievalist.org/ website was mentioned as a similar project.]
In a second paper, Brad Pasanek of the University of Southern California gave a presentation on “The Eighteenth Century Metaphors of Mind: A Database and a Dictionary”, based on a recently completed PhD thesis that makes use of a large number of e-resources (http://mind.textdriven.com/ and http://metaphorized.net/). The project consists of a dictionary of important metaphors of the mind in the long 18th century. The database of c. 8,000 metaphors, which has been fully taxonomised and indexed, is available online for collaborative editing. The database has been constructed using advanced search strategies, such as proximity searching of key terms, to find relevant instances of metaphors in a number of e-text archives, including ECCO. The presenter demonstrated the research process by conducting sample searches using two metaphor clusters: the “blank slates” metaphor and metal metaphors of the mind. The electronic resources used in the research process have made it possible to trace changing uses of metaphors over time, their distribution and use in a wide variety of genres. 
Session 2 – From Teacher to Student: Electronic Resources and Pedagogical Methods

The second session of the academic programme on Friday afternoon was entitled “From Teacher to Student: Electronic Resources and Pedagogical Methods” and was chaired by Maria Bonn of UM. In the first paper, Kathryn Moncrief, an assistant professor, and Jeff Chaffin, director of research services, of Washington College gave a presentation entitled “’O Brave New World’: Text and Technology in Early Modern English Literature Courses”. The paper focused on the collaboration of a professor and a librarian in developing a course in Early Modern studies. The presenters outlined the impact a huge text archive like EEBO, which makes certain types of scholarly and teaching questions possible in the first place, has had on a small research institution such as theirs. The presenters were confronted with the question of how use of the resource in research translates into teaching. From the outset, there has been an interesting tension between the cultural and materialist approach of the course, which is designed around primary sources and students’ engagement with them, and the dematerialised texts offered by EEBO. The course aimed at making students familiar with primary sources by using both EEBO and extracts from familiar critical editions and by comparing the two. The interaction with the library was intended to establish ‘good practice’ for the research process by modelling a step-by-step approach to research for students via a course web site on the library server that contains deep links directly into the resources required by students to successfully complete their course assignments. 
In the second paper, Meredith McGill of Rutgers University gave a presentation on “Teaching Early American Poetry with Evans, EEBO, and ECCO”. The presenter explained that in recent years her field has been expanding due to the ready availability of a vast amount of primary source materials. In teaching the course on Early American poetry all three TCP databases have been useful: different kinds of relevant publishing are spread out across the databases. The genre indexing in Evans is enormously helpful for capturing all the varieties of ‘poetry’ circulating at the time and draws attention to types of media in which poetry was published. The Evans database also makes it possible for students to create their own anthology of Early American poetry, which challenges both the established canon of Early American literary studies and the established notion of the role of poetry as marginal to the constitution of the Early American identity. The vast amount of primary texts that can be used for this purpose is almost overwhelming and its impact is undeniable and can no longer be ignored. The localized and/or temporal importance of poets and texts can be highlighted by a year-by-year overview of the texts found in Evans, EEBO, and ECCO using a list of genre synonyms when approaching the corpora. Unfortunately, the corpora do not offer any insights about MSS circulation at the time, which would be a most valuable desideratum for further investigation.
In the third paper, Tracey Hill of Bath Spa University and Jonathan Gibson of the University of London gave a presentation entitled “EEBO in the seminar room: a case study from Bath Spa University”. The presentation consisted of three short videos of classroom use of EEBO and subsequent explanatory remarks on approach and outcomes. The seminar used a little-known text called Chrysanaleia, which is not yet available as full-text. In the classroom, the page images were supplemented with contextualizing materials, such as contemporary images depicting the events described in the text. One of the most interesting assignments has been to find a parallel text with EEBO and to discuss how they relate to one another based on the information available in the EEBO database. Reading the text from the page images has proven difficult for most students. Guidance and practice are necessary. The seminar was taking place ‘inside’ the text discussed, which was a fascinating experience. The contextualization of EEBO through other resources has emerged as an important aspect of classroom use of the resource.

In the final paper of the session, Murray McGillivray of the University of Calgary gave a presentation on “THE QUEST: Using EEBO in a Blended-Learning Inquiry-Based Freshman Class”. “The Quest” was a pilot of a first-year undergraduate course in English: the only set text was EEBO, there was almost no instruction (meetings took place online and in person), and the principal aim was to improve the information literacy of the students. The course is based on a number of basic principles, such as: students live in an overwhelmingly textual world; students do not need a further source of information; students need to evaluate and navigate information, to synthesise and analyse, reflect on and document their reading and writing; students learn best when they are actively involved in the learning experience; multiple activities multiply the learning opportunities; teachers must primarily facilitate discovery; technology is a familiar space to students. The course itself is
1. team-based: there were nine teams of about eight students each, the composition of which were based on an initial skills inventory survey;
2. problem-centred: the main task was to select an entirely unfamiliar text from EEBO and to find out all about it;
3. multimedia-based: it takes place through online interaction and the use of online materials, there were about six classroom meetings with a teaching assistant
4. project-focused: the course output is a website which each team has to build presenting all the information they have discovered.
As there were no lectures in the traditional sense, the distribution of information can be offloaded from the classroom to the Web. Introductory sessions on the Early Modern period, EEBO, etc. were available online, and the instructor’s time was spent better mentoring. Course assignments included an individual written report on the selected text from EEBO, an oral team presentation to the entire course on text selection, a report on research results, the final project (team Web site), and a final individual learning statement. The course was well received by students, who liked the focus on research strategies and methodology, teamwork, writing and revising the Web site, and reading and analysing source materials. [In the discussion, it was mentioned that the absence of glosses made EEBO exciting for tuition.]
Session 3 (roundtable discussion) - From Student to Teacher: Electronic Resources in the Classroom

The third session on Saturday morning was entitled “From Student to Teacher: Electronic Resources in the Classroom” and was chaired by Hillary Nunn of the University of Akron. It consisted of four brief presentations by graduate students, three of which had been winners of the EEBO undergraduate essay contest. Ethan Jordan of Michigan Tech University outlined his exploratory investigation of the EEBO database using the example of reply-poems by Raleigh and Spenser. He outlined the problem of establishing the “text” in the first place as a major obstacle. The multitude of sources is daunting to any undergraduate, it requires research from the outset. A comparison of modern editions with the original sources is particularly useful as it challenges the perception of “text” as presented in modern editions and anthologies. EEBO offers the fascinating opportunity to trace and visualize the textual genesis through the various editions contained in the database. Students are thus enabled to re-create themselves as ‘readers’ of the time.
Stefania Crowther of the University of Warwick highlighted the problem posed by the unfamiliarity of the original texts, which has implications for interpretation. Taking an error of confused identities in her own EEBO essay, which she discovered only after submission, as an example, she focused on the issue of dealing with non-canonical texts where little or no secondary materials are readily available to contextualize and help over the initial hurdles of identifying authors, concepts, and contexts.

Irina Dumitrescu of Yale University highlighted the importance of accessibility of primary sources through EEBO thus eliminating the barriers of having to go to Special Collections rare book reading rooms. The presenter saw the conflict between the preferred “close reading” approach taught in undergraduate courses and the historical view of the text which instantly dominates when using EEBO as a main concern for integration of EEBO into the classroom.

Jacqueline Wernimont of Brown University also saw major obstacles for the use of EEBO in the classroom: EEBO images are a turn-off as they are very difficult to read, the physical appearance of the text creates a barrier between itself and the reader that makes it difficult to bring the text alive in the classroom. Relating different methodologies in literary studies to the materialistic artefact that is EEBO is important and needs to be taken into consideration when considering EEBO for classroom use. [In the discussion, it was mentioned that a combination of modern critical edition, EEBO images, and if possible the physical object might be a good approach.] 

Session 4 – Electronic Resources: Promises and Pitfalls 
The fourth session on Saturday morning was entitled “Electronic Resources: Promises and Pitfalls” and was chaired by Perry Willett of UM. In the first paper, Ian Lancashire of the University of Toronto gave a presentation on “LEME, EEBO-TCP, and Early Modern English”. LEME (http://leme.library.utoronto.ca/) is a historical corpus of bilingual and monolingual lexica of the Early Modern period. It has about 500,000 searchable and browsable entries and the EEBO-TCP has been enormously helpful in constructing the resource. LEME is published free of charge in a basic version. There is also a licensed version that contains all of the scholarly apparatus. LEME is a faithful account of the developing English language in the Early Modern period. The first English dictionary was published only in 1623. The presenter gave a general account of the development of English by highlighting important lexica and lexicographers. Based on the lexica found in EEBO, LEME has atomized each individual lexicon entry and created links from the headwords to the individual page images in EEBO on which the terms are defined. EEBO-TCP has been invaluable in creating references to words, add new nuances of meaning to words, and discovering words that do not appear in any of the lexica.
In the second paper, Mark Davies of Brigham Young University presented a paper entitled “Towards a 250 Million Word Corpus of Historical English”. He started out by stressing the very different approaches taken by a text archive like EEBO-TCP and a linguistically-oriented corpus. While text archives have a literary focus, facilitate finding books or finding all texts that contain a particular word, and thus prefer close reading on a micro level, linguistic corpora consider texts as ‘bags of words’, aggregate data for a macro level view, and present an architecture and interface that is geared towards revealing linguistic change on a lexical, morphological, syntactic, and semantic level. Tracing these types of changes is impossible in a text corpus like EEBO-TCP, which has a predominantly literary view. The presenter stressed the differences by comparing functionality and design between several large corpora he had created using an underlying relational database (e.g. http://view.byu.edu/) and the EEBO-TCP database. Functionalities such as complete word frequency charts, word distribution use by genre or author, or comparisons based on period are difficult if not impossible to construct in the TCP database. While the presenter did not assert that the preference EEBO-TCP gives to literary rather than linguistic study was unreasonable, it became obvious that different interfaces for different uses of the underlying text corpus could be designed and would be highly desirable for a variety of uses of the texts.

In the third paper of the session, Tom Izbicki of Johns Hopkins University gave a presentation entitled “What Are We To Do With Robert Bellarmine?” Taking the example of religious polemics in the Early Modern period, the presenter focused on the problem of texts which are closely related historically, but are dispersed among different databases, which makes it difficult to trace and interconnect these once relationships have been established. Related to this issue is the problem that works that are replied to or that reply to other texts are often not contained in the corpora at all. It is vital that these gaps are filled to make the resources more complete and usable. In addition sophisticated mechanisms of interconnecting texts in one corpus to another or within one corpus need to be provided. Searchability and linking across databases is crucial, and EEBO-TCP is a good platform to achieve this aim, but important texts that regionally or historically fall outside of the scope of the TCP databases will need to be added to remove the current limitations of the resource.
In the final paper of the session, Kristine Anderson of Purdue University gave a presentation on “Doing Translation History in ECCO and EEBO”. The presenter started by outlining a history of literary translation using a translation history methodology developed by Anthony Pym. It has four steps: a research question, a hypothetical answer, a working definition, and the creation of lists of relevant works to support the hypothesis. This process involves an approach combining translation archaeology (complex detective work) and contextualization. The different TCP databases offer different options for searching records (bibliographical, full-text, etc.). Demonstrating the research process based on an example of Danish translations of English works between 1475 and 1800, the presenter highlighted the strategies used to compile a comprehensive list of relevant works by doing advanced searches in a variety of databases. An initial search in the ESTC provided a set of 50 works, which were then traced in EEBO and ECCO using combinations such as “translat*” and “Danish” in a variety of fields in the TCP databases. The presenter focused on false hits and strategies to avoid a number of common pitfalls. Essentially a historically-based approach is the most effective, familiarity with the period, printing conventions, and the ESTC reference list were essential for a successful result. ESTC turned out to be most reliable when approaching a research question in the first place, as it contains the most metadata. The search strategies need to be adjusted to the historical use of search words, including variants and alternative terms that are suitable for a historical corpus such as EEBO and ECCO.
Session 5 – Electronic Resources: A Critical Assessment

The final session of the academic programme on Saturday afternoon was entitled “Electronic Resources: A Critical Assessment” and was chaired by Shana Kimball of UM. In the first paper, Patricia Fumerton of UCSB gave a paper entitled “Remembering by Dismembering: Broadside Ballads”. The presenter stressed that EEBO has been an important means of uniting faculty members at UCSB engaged in Early Modern studies. Not only has EEBO permanently changed the field of literary scholarship but it has also changed the perception of the Early Modern period itself. EEBO facilitates multiple fragmentary views of the past through the enormous amount of primary sources contained. Taking the example of broadside ballads as a resource type, the presenter demonstrated how EEBO levels the perception of the period by displaying a multitude of genres side-by-side without imposing a hierarchical preference. Although broadside ballads are an underrepresented genre in EEBO, they contribute to a more complete picture of the past. The British Book Trade Index (BBTI) is an invaluable resource for identifying printers of pamphlets in the period. The fragmentary picture emerging through the inclusion of ballads and pamphlets alongside canonical works is in keeping with modern critical approaches. Search results in the TCP databases often assemble a diverse provisional “answer” to the initial research question. As TCP enables both the viewing of images and provides transcriptions of the texts, it multiplies the views on the fragmentary materials assembled, which represent the modern view of the Early Modern period very well.
In the second paper, Joseph Loewenstein and Amanda Gailey of Washington University gave a paper entitled “Collaboration Among Digital Projects: EEBO and Spenser”. The Spenser project aims at combining a new scholarly edition of the Collected Works of Edmund Spenser with a digital archive of early Spenser materials designed to serve as both a research engine and a teaching resource. The presenter gave a general overview of the project, and focused on some of the technical developments and tagging issues encountered while working with the TCP texts. The project has developed a digital collation tool that works on pixel-by-pixel comparisons of editions of texts. The basis of the editorial project is an ‘eclectic copy-text’, constructed from the best pages from the best preserved witnesses of each text. The project has encountered problems with the different tagging requirements of the editorial project from the TCP encoding guidelines. As a result the project is currently investigating the use of stand-off markup (‘just-in-time markup’) to provide a layered view of markup that does not conflict with or prioritize one view over another. The project has decided to remove the TCP markup and replace it with TEI-conformant XML tagging, based on the general collation of all witnesses and allowing for the different required views. The project has secured open access to the electronic edition from the publishers. Parts of it will however only be available to TCP partner institutions until 2012 when it will finally enter the public domain. The project will also undertake the development of an automated image-mapping tool to automate the linking from the page images to the glosses associated with the textual parts on the images.
In the third paper of the session, Laura Taddeo of the State University of New York, Buffalo, gave a presentation on “Early English Books at Your Fingertips: How Digital Primary Collections Can Change Research and Revitalize a Library”. The presenter stressed the benefits of e-text collections, such as 24/7 access, ease of downloading, reaching a new generation of users, and introduction to primary source materials. The acquisition of EEBO and the EEBO MARC records has had a fundamental impact on the university and the presenter gave an overview of the steps taken to make the most of the resource by offering marketing, training, instruction and class integration, and feedback opportunities. Marketing mainly consisted of an extensive awareness campaign which directly targeted the key audience for the resource. Modes of publication included press releases, articles in newspapers, contacting faculty, a section in the library’s annual report, and in-house promotion (brown-bag lunches). Training consisted of workshops and individual sessions for librarians, faculty, and graduate students. Instruction and classroom integration was facilitated by providing assistance with research preparation that made use of the resource, with research trips planned by faculty, and class materials. Feedback was facilitated through catalogue integration of the resource through the MARC records bought, the downloading of citations and image sets as PDFs, and usage tracking.
In the final paper of the session, Charlotte Cubbage of Northwestern University gave a paper entitled “On the Fairy-Tale Trail in ECCO and EEBO: Creating a Research Model for Freshmen with TCP databases”. The presenter discussed the TCP resources in a Freshman context. She stressed the necessity of recognising the perceptions of students in the Google age, a need to get away from the linear paper model towards a new model of access and integration of containers of information. The paper outlined the steps taken to model research/instruction behaviour, based on a course on children’s literature as a collaborative project between a scholar and a librarian. One of the main outcomes has been the recognition that there is original research potential in these resources. Drawing on the example of the “Whittington and His Cat” tale to introduce students to different strategies of searching and using the TCP databases, organization of information, and an advanced tool set to retrieve it, the presenter concluded by stressing the potential of TCP to transform scholarship and an opportunity to introduce advanced research strategies to students much earlier than hitherto possible, even in Freshmen courses. 
Closing session – The Future of Electronic Scholarship and Pedagogy: A Discussion
The closing session featured a plenary address by Eric Rabkin of UM who is mainly engaged in the research and teaching of science fiction and graphic narratives. He gave a presentation on his Genre Evolution Project (http://www.umich.edu/~genreevo/), which attempts to view culture and cultural production and consumption as a complex adaptive system. Digital resources are used in relation to other research areas, relation to the world, and in relation to other people. The view of culture and its elements is that of a ‘biosphere’, a system in which organisms succeed or fail according to their fitness to their environment and, by their existence and success, modify their environment. The project seeks to define the key characteristics of a cultural creation, to define the key components of the cultural environment, and to test hypotheses in cultural evolution. The project is based on a set of c. 2,500 detailed records for SF stories published in magazines. The database provides a set of metadata records that define the genre form and genre content of the stories, their themes and developments, characters and subjects, plot form and duration, and stylistic features. The project is a collaborative effort by a large number of volunteers interested in the subject who meet regularly to discuss details of new stories added to the database, which often have implications for the database and its structure. This approach allows for the tracing of historical developments in the genre and their significance beyond the corpus on which it is based. The presenter concluded by generalizing his research questions as questions to the attendees:
· how do electronic resources facilitate learning;

· how do electronic resources impede learning; 

· how do electronic resources change learning;

· how do electronic resources change the relationship between teacher and student, scholar and reader;

· how do electronic resources suggest other technical innovations in scholarship and pedagogy?
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