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Medical pamphlet collections

Royal College of Surgeons of England:
28,000 items

John Rylands (Manchester): 8,500
Whipple (Cambridge): 5,200

Bristol: 4,750
Birmingham: 4,000



Facts about tracts

• 28,000 items in 2,800 volumes
• collected between 1887 and 1936
• mostly 18th and 19th century
• bid in 2001; completion 2006







Unusual items
• ‘A statement of the case of Wm. Dempster, a 

juggler who died in consequence of having 
swallowed a table-knife’

• ‘Upon the electrical experiments to determine 
the location of the bullet in the body of the late 
President Garfield’

• ‘Is belief in spiritualism ever evidence of insanity 
per se?’

• ‘On the absolute necessity of encouraging ... the 
study of anatomy, with a plan to prevent violating 
the dormitories of the defunct’
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