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International Gender Studies Centre (The Centre for Cross-Cultural Research on Women) at Queen Elizabeth House has a broad international research agenda and fosters its overseas links through Visiting Fellows, its workshops, and its cooperation with a wide network of development agencies, NGOs, and research groups. The Centre’s teaching and publications address current issues in gender and development. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
Dear Friends of IGS, it gives me great pleasure to write words of welcome for the Centre’s Newsletter. As I am composing this message, I am surrounded by the buzz of excited voices from the Visiting Fellows’ rooms opposite my office. Such enthusiasm is compensating for the darkening afternoons outside, injecting the air indoors with energy and vitality that come from the joy felt by visiting scholars who are able to relish with us precious time, using it in drawn-out intellectual exchanges or to devote (more or less) undisturbed attention to reading and writing. Jonina (Iceland), Marcelo (Belgium), Mariko (Japan) and Sarab (Israel) are proving engaged, and engaging, members of our community, contributing to seminars and, in Jonina’s case, to the IGS workshop. (VFs’ profiles inside)
As regards the IGS workshop, it was a well-attended, stimulating and lively event. We intend to publish the papers and are planning further submission for research funding building on issues and themes raised.

Members and Friends of IGS are saddened at the death of a founder member of CCCRW/IGS, Professor Elisabeth Croll CMG, vice-principal of SOAS.
Updates on research and publications by individual members are featured here and will give our newest IGS member a chance to introduce herself.  We are happy to welcome to IGS membership Professor Janet Momsen, a social geographer of international renown, who will be adding greatly to our intellectual life.

This leaves me to wish you all a Festive and Restful Season and a Healthy, Joyous New Year!
Maria Jaschok, Director  
WORKSHOP ON ‘WOMEN AND FAITH-BASED DEVELOPMENT: MIXING MORALITY AND MONEY’. This two-day workshop, held in September 2007, at Oriel College and at Queen Elizabeth House, explored the intersection between faith-based development organizations, donor recipients, and gender relations. Questions asked included: What are the implications of faith-based development projects for the agency of women in a given local community? How does faith-based development work differ from secular development in terms of the implicit or explicit gender roles accorded to donor and recipient? How is development work related to religious activism and what implications does this have for local, gendered power hierarchies? What are the gender implications of trans-national development projects within specific religious traditions? To enable in-depth exploration of the questions four panels were convened by IGS members: Dr Paula Heinonen on ‘Young Lives and Faith-based Development’; Dr Maria Jaschok on ‘Indigenising Religions, Postcolonial Sentiment and Women Driving Development’; Dr Josephine Reynell on ‘Gender, Development and Trans-national Religious Communities’ and Dr Deborah Bryceson on ‘Faith-Based Assistance for AIDS-affected Communities’. Professor Ursula King, Bristol University gave the workshop keynote address and Dr Nancy Lindisfarne, Oxford, presented closing reflections.
IGS PATRON: Aung San Suu Kyi
News from Burma has been dramatic lately. We continue to hope for Aung San Suu’s well-being and her ongoing political influence while under house arrest.
Vicky Chan, assistant to the ‘Women’s Empowerment in Muslim Contexts’ project was recently awarded an MSc in Development with Merit from SOAS.
Dr Mukulika Banerjee, Reader in Anthropology, University College London. ‘Whose Democracy? Anthropological perspectives from India’
In recognition of Barbara E. Ward's work in Hong Kong, a capitalist enclave in a communist setting, Banerjee explored themes of democracy and politics in a communist setting in India: the state of West Bengal. Firstly, she explored answers to the question: Why do people vote? In India, electoral participation is positively buoyant and, unlike the West, remains high. Although voting is not mandatory, and the journey to the nearest polling station long and effortful, general election turnout is over 60%, and state elections around 70%.  Moreover, and again quite unlike in the West, propensity to vote increases down the socio-economic ladder, with illiterate, poor and low caste more likely to vote than the educated, high or middle caste. Rural dwellers vote more than urban, tribal areas have caught up, and female voting rates are now much closer to men's. Exploring these trends, the research presented was drawn from villages where adult illiteracy is high as are voter turnouts. The ethnographic description of elections painted a picture of the 'vote festival' in which the public holiday, the presence of relatives who returned to their native villages to vote, the peer pressure to participate, and the satisfied exhaustion of an important duty successfully discharged, all suggested a strong affinity between the elections and religions; democracy was celebrated with the enthusiasm, colour and excitement common to all Indian festivals. Thus one important explanation of why people vote is because elections are considered 'sacred' in India. This sentiment was expressed in popular discourse as voting being a duty, a right and a commitment to their idea of belonging to a larger polity. For the socially disenfranchised, the constitutional right to citizenship allowed each person, regardless of caste or wealth, to be counted equally with others.


Exploring the question of India's embrace of the ideals of social equality enshrined in an ethic of democracy, despite its extant ideology of Homo Hierarchicus, Banerjee used the example of the recent development of women's self-help groups (dol) in the research. Such cooperative movements were of course not exclusive to West Bengal, and had a longer history and more established influence in other parts of South Asia.  The economic incentives from the dol were trivial, the monthly return to a member less than the daily minimum wage, and barely enough to buy a litre of milk. 

However the symbolic impact of generating any earning through cooperation and initiative, rather than individualised and semi-feudal graft in brick kilns or field, was enormous and in describing their new activities, the women emphasised above all, the qualitative difference.  Wage labour was seen as the mundane physical business of survival and an ‘each to her own’ ethic, where no one covered for you if you were sick; whereas the ventures of the dol embodied cooperation among women and exercised their planning and creativity in originating ideas, and overcoming the obstacles to realising them.  


At the same time, interaction with each other in roles other than as mother or wife, on journeys in public buses, in 'alien' villages, in trips to the bank, generated new forms of sociality.  The inter-caste composition of the group and rotating meeting homes was itself markedly novel and egalitarian in a society where the poorer, lower caste members had always had to visit their superiors, since it was assumed lower caste women could eat and drink anything they were offered, in a way higher caste women would not.  And since upper caste women only entertained and never visited, members of lower castes remained forever in social indebtedness to them.  But the enforced circulation of weekly dol meetings now disrupted this.

 In conclusion, the two cases of elections and the women's groups were brought together. As the tens of millions of subalterns asserted en masse their citizenship, civic and metaphysical, and dwelt for a day in a different and transcendent political imagery, they cast a shadow, however brief, over the high and mighty, reminding them that their end could be nigh, wrought by an electorate which despite its marginality, has a festive and solemn moment of power that holds out hope and succour.  Equally, some of the hidden appeal of the dol cooperative groups was precisely that, for the first time, they allowed women to carry something of election day's holistic vision and participation over into daily life, as the dol too provided a small arena in which divisions of caste and class could be put to one side.  

 Banerjee noted that ethnography about most regions of the world today took for granted the mutability of cultures, and their continual creative responses to new 'predicaments'.  Yet the sociology of India was still prone to depiction as somehow eternal and unchanging.  Perhaps its sheer antiquity is intimidating - and the shadow of Dumont looms long. She showed that in India too, traditional forms and values neither vanish, nor persist unchanged, but at a deep level are drawn on, and recycled, to make sense of a contemporary world.   Specifically, she suggested how traditional notions of religion, ritual and caste, for all the oppression they have caused, also perhaps provide a 'deep structure' of imagination concerning interdependence, shared belonging, common fate, and the transcendence of mundane reality - which is 'good to think with', and in turn facilitates their surprisingly ready and successful embrace, by otherwise divided women and voters, of the dol and the poll. 

(The Editors thank Mukulika for this summary of her lecture).
MEMBERS’ ACTIVITIES
Shirley Ardener: Shirley participated in Berghahn Books' formal launch at ISCA presenting the series Social Identities, which she co-edits with Tamara Dragadze and Jonathon Webber. Changing Sex and Bending Gender (Eds A. Shaw and S. Ardener), Medical Identities (ed. K. Maynard) and Professional Identities (Eds S. Ardener and F. Moore) were launched. She continues her research on Cameroon.
Deborah Bryceson conducted a consultancy for the Economic and Social Welfare Dept., FAO, Rome, ‘New Vision and the Role of FAO in Rural Development’. She gave papers entitled: ‘Tribal and Creole Urban Designs: Kampala & Dar es Salaam as Ethnic Cities in Formative Nation States’, at the UNU-WIDER conference ‘Beyond the Tipping Point: Development in an Urban World’, LSE; and ‘Madini na Mjini: Rural-Urban Transitions in Tanzania’s Northwest Mining Frontier’, at the Rural-Urban Dynamics Conference, DANIDA/ Universities of Copenhagen/ Legon, Accra. 

Anne Coles: Windtower, co-authored with Peter Jackson, was published by Stacey International, London and launched in London at a public lecture at the Royal Institute of British Architects. Gender and Family among Transnational Professionals: Beyond ‘The Incorporated Wife’, co-editor Meike Fechter, is published by Routledege (preface by Shirley Ardener and Hilary Callan) and based on work by IGS and the University of  Sussex. It draws on the theoretical perspective of The Incorporated Wife, eds. H. Callan & S. Ardener, published by Croom Helm in 1984.
Maria Jaschok: two major research projects continue to frame Maria’s work. ‘Women’s Empowerment in Muslim Contexts: gender, poverty and democratisation from the inside out’ (DFID funded consortium) involved fieldwork, research and workshops in central and in North West China.  On-site surveys of women’s ideas, values, lives and case studies of local ‘meso-level governance’ are under way. 
One project in its final stage is a co-authored study of authority and leadership in Islamic women’s mosques, female Daoist temples and Catholic convents in central China. She will translate her co-author’s chapters from Chinese and jointly write a final chapter, when Shui, her colleague, arrives in Oxford.
Janet Momsen: we welcome our new member who from 1994 was Professor, Dept. Human & Community Development, University of California, Davis, USA. Recently Visiting Professor at University of Bern, Switzerland, she was also academic visitor at institutions including Federal University of Mexico City; Autonomous University of Barcelona; and National Institute of Geography, Budapest.
Prof. Momson, a geographer, has research interests in Gender and Rural Development; Women, Agriculture and the Environment and Tourism. Her edited book with Jean Besson, Caribbean Land and Development Revisited is published by Palgrave/Macmillan.
Judith Okely: Professor Okely lectured at the Central European University in Budapest for the Marie Curie EU funded project on Roma. She was discussant for the ‘Beyond Text’ international conference at Manchester University and continues to interview anthropologists on their fieldwork practice. 
 Judith also lectures at Brunel and presented a seminar at the newly formed Identity, Citizenship and Migration Centre at the School of Sociology and Social Policy, Nottingham University. Dr. Elizabetta Zontinni, former Visiting Fellow, has a permanent lectureship there. 
Tina Wallace organised a new Development Studies Association study group on Gender, Policy and Practice, which ran a panel at Sussex University looking at how women's realities challenge and contradict many of the targets and frameworks used by the aid community. Topics included tackling violence against women in Ghana; the way women are defined and treated within current HIV/AIDS approaches; and African women’s perceptions on gender. Tina is mentoring programme staff in Womankind Worldwide on development policy and improving practice as an international donor and partner supporting women's issues such as violence and women’s participation. She worked with One World Action on how to support DFID staff on their Gender Equality Action Plan.
Lidia Sciama has recently been made a member of the ATENEO VENETO, a distinguished academy in Venice.  With Shirley Ardener, Elisabeth Hsu and Ian Fowler, Lidia convenes the Ethnicity and Identity seminar series at ISCA, which has as this term’s theme ‘Blood, Vitality and Relatedness’.
Janette Davies is one of three researchers conducting a pilot study regarding patient functional independence assessment at the John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford. The 500 patients in the study are mainly over 70 years in age and the early analysis shows that the assessment used can help predict destination for the patient, such as home with daily care or long term care in a nursing home. The research is funded by an Oxfordshire Health Services Research award. 

Paula Heinonen and Jacqueline Waldren gave their ‘Gender, Theory and Realities’ course to Archaeology and Anthropology students. Students discussed gender roles in the University and opportunities for women in academia.
Professor Gina Bujis (former VF) is appointed, from 2008, Deputy Vice Chancellor at Walter Sisulu University, Eastern Cape, South Africa
VISITING FELLOWS
Dr Sarab Abu-Rabia-Queder, from Ben-Gurion University in Israel, studies social-cultural changes among Palestinian and Bedouin women in Israel, focusing on issues of identity development and activism. Current research concerns changing patterns of marital relations and matchmaking among educated Bedouin women, especially the schemes and strategies applied by Bedouin women to challenge male-tribal supervision mechanisms on issues of love and marriage.
Dr Jónína Einarsdóttir is Associate Professor at the
Dept. of Anthropology and Folkloristic, University of Iceland.  After publishing research on child death in Guinea-Bissau, Tired of Weeping: Mother Love, Child Death, and Poverty in Guinea-Bissau, 2004 (2nd ed) University of Wisconsin Press, Jonina conducted comparative research in Iceland. She focused on ethical questions concerning treatment and end-of-life decisions for infants with birth weight of 1000g or less, and the implications on the daily life of the families involved. As VF she is working with extensive field data from that study and recently gave a Power Point presentation showing her emotive findings.
Dr Marcelo Frediani has a PhD in Anthropology from Universite Catholique de Louvain, Belgium. At IGS he will look at the use of new technologies of communication, especially internet and mobile phone, in the Gypsies/Travellers communities in Britain. His questions include; In this globalized world can new Information and Communications Technology help Gypsies/Travellers become fully recognized and respected members of society? and What is the impact on their society? He will incorporate a gender perspective thanks to colleagues at IGS. Marcelo was recently appointed Fellow of ATER (Attaché Temporaire d’Enseignement et de Recherche) at the Universite de Vincennes Paris VIII.
Mariko Jitsukawa is Associate Professor in the Dept. of Comparative Culture, Tamagawa University, Japan.
Ten years after presenting research on fertility control in Japan at the CCCRW/Durham conference on contraception, Mariko is re-visiting IGS and her data from the year 1995, when the nation’s confidence in the state was shaken by natural and man-made disasters. With hindsight, Mariko is sifting through her 1995 data to show the shock felt by Japanese people to ‘risks’ when the systems which protected them collapsed and budgets and social security were tightened. Analyses include narratives of women raising future generations, dimming career prospects in the recession, and how ill-health, nursing needs of old parents, and financial crises are dealt with in a country where living too long is considered by many to be a ‘risk’.
___________________________________________
NEWSLETTER EDS: Janette Davies and Gaynor Cohen

SEMINAR SERIES MICHAELMAS TERM 2007
‘WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO THE CHILDREN?
Children and issues of gender, poverty, marginality, mobility and modernization’.  
Convened by Jacqueline Waldren &  Ignacy-Marek Kaminski
Nafisa Shah, ISCA/Wolfson College. Invisible Routes, Invisible Lives: The Multiple Worlds of Runaway and Missing Women and Girls in Upper Sindh, Pakistan
Ignacy-Marek, Kaminski Tokyo, Mejiro University
Auto-ethnography and Dilemmas of Japan’s Cross-Cultural Offspring  (Film. Broken Shells)
Jacqueline Waldren, International Gender Studies ‘We are doing just fine’. Expatriate children in Mallorca
Karen O'Reilly, Loughborough University 
'It's really hard going back to England to study’. The future for expatriate children in Spain
Paula Heinonen, International Gender Studies   
Discursive Identity Formation: The  Socialisation of Youth Gangs and Street Children in Addis Ababa

Sarab Abu-Rabia-Queder, Visiting Fellow, IGS
Education, tradition and modernization: Bedouin girls in Israel 

Lucy Russell & Louisa Darian, YWCA  
More than one rung: young women's disadvantage in careers, work, skills and pay

Julie Seymour, University of Hull        

Children’s  Emotional labour in family Businesses: Exploitation or Socialisation?

After giving her paper at IGS, Nafisa Shah, DPhil student, journalist and politician, immediately departed for Pakistan to assist Benazir Bhutto’s return.
MAILING ADDRESS: Friends of IGS (CCCRW),

International Gender Studies Centre, Department of

International Development, Queen Elizabeth House,
University of Oxford 3 Mansfield Road OX1 3TB UK

IGS LOCATION: 42 St Giles, Oxford OX1 3LW

IGS  TEL: 01865 280742 Emailigs@qeh.ox.ac.uk 
WEBSITE  http://users.ox.ac.uk/~cccrw/
FRIENDS of IGS (CCCRW) support the Centre’s research and activities by raising funds, developing a network of friends globally, attracting visiting research and study fellows & assisting in public relations for the Centre. 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE of £10 is payable to the mailing address as listed above.

FRIENDS COMMITTEE: Shirley Ardener, Gaynor

Cohen, Janette Davies, Mary Bull, Deborah Kirkwood

and Jacqueline Waldren
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