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1. The vocabulary of the modern state 

 

 Words and ideas: Skinner and the 'Cambridge school' 

  A lexicon of the state: estate, status, statecraft and statistics 

 Three key moments: 

  The Renaissance moment: the prince's state 

  The Republican moment: the prince vs. the people 

The Hobbesian moment: the persona of the state 

 Alternative ways of expressing political community: empire, union, commonwealth... 

 Why did 'state' become so ubiquitous, and with what implications? 

 

2. Stories about the process of state-formation 

 

 An inside-out story 

  Domestic consolidation: from feudalism to absolutism 

  Lots of absolutist sovereigns --> the modern inter-state system 

  The nationalist bias of modernist historiography? 

 An outside-in story 

Changing dynamics of international conflict (Reformation, military 

revolution, capitalism, colonialism/imperialism) --> domestic consolidation; 

sense of national identity; modern conception of sovereignty as 

independence. 

 

3. Five dimensions of the modern state 

 

 Territory: boundaries and the mapping of political space 

 Sovereignty: independent, absolute and indivisible? 

 Community: embodying and creating the nation 

 Majesty: the symbolic display of the state persona 

 Violence/Protection: the fiscal-military, disciplinary and welfare states 

 

4. The state/society complex and social power 

 

 The distinction between state and society 

  Where is the state? Above society, in society, or around society? 

  Where is the society? International society and domestic politics 

 One way in: theorising social power 

  Mann: the unitary conception of society, and its problems 

  The organization of power networks: the IEMP model 

  Social power, political community and international politics 

   

5. So what? 

 

 The importance of words and the need for conceptual reflection 

  Lessons from Marx, Weber and Habermas 

 The un-naturalness of politics and the role of historical interpretation 

 The relationship between politics, international relations and social theory 
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