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Abstract. Neologicists have sought to ground mathematical knowledge in abstrac-
tion. This account faces two obstinate problems: the bad company problem of incom-
patible abstractions, and the problem of extending abstraction to branches of math-
ematics other than arithmetic. This paper argues that these problems are due to the
’static’ character of abstraction on the neologicist account and offers a novel ’dynamic’
account that provides satisfying solutions to both.
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