Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan

International Conference
BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE CONFLICTS ON THE TERRITORIES OF THE GUAM STATES

Baku, 15-16 April 2008

PROGRAMME

The Joint Declaration on the issue of conflict settlement was adopted at the Summit of Heads of State of the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development-GUAM, held on 22-23 May 2006 in Kyiv. This document provides a political and legal appraisal of the armed conflicts on the territories of the GUAM States, draws attention to the threats to international security and obstacles to sustainable development of these countries caused by the conflicts, and consolidates the principled basis for their settlement.

The Joint Declaration recognizes that unresolved conflicts and illegal military presence on the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Republic of Moldova undermine the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of those states, impede implementation of full-scale democratic reforms, negatively impact pan-European integration processes and challenge the international community.
In this connection the document declares that settlement of the conflicts on the territories of the GUAM States shall be carried out exclusively on the basis of respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the internationally recognized borders of these states, and is one of the priority objectives of cooperation within GUAM.

The document underlines that the territory of a state shall not be the subject of acquisition or military occupation resulting from the use of force in contravention of the relevant norms of international law. In this regard, according to the Joint Declaration, no territorial acquisition and the resulting self-declared entities shall be recognized as legal under any circumstances whatsoever.
The document reminds about the obligation of States not to intervene in the affairs of any other state and non-exertion of military, political, economic or any other coercion thereupon.

The GUAM Heads of State underscore the lack of prospects and malignancy of separatism and disintegration, the incompatibility of the use of force and the practice of ethnic cleansing and territorial seizures with the universal and European values, the principles and ideals of peace, democracy, stability and regional cooperation.

The Joint Declaration stresses in this context the importance of consolidation of efforts of the GUAM States and the international community to settle the conflicts by means of re-integration of the uncontrolled territories into the States that they are part of, return of forcibly displaced population to the areas of permanent residency and ensuring peaceful coexistence of various ethnic groups within the internationally recognized borders of the States, development of civil society, restoration of destroyed infrastructure on these territories, and as well as the use of communications to the benefit of all parties.

The Joint Declaration contains an important conclusion that the status of self-rule for the communities constituting the population of uncontrolled territories will create the necessary conditions for effective exercise of their rights to equal participation in the conduct of state affairs, including through formation of legitimate regional authorities at all levels, can be determined exclusively within the legal and democratic process. 

The Joint Declaration welcomes the efforts of international community and stresses the importance of providing support to GUAM States in the development and implementation of a comprehensive and consistent strategy for conflict settlement based on the above mentioned principles, including short-term and long-term measures aimed at the achievement and maintenance of lasting peace, security and sustainable development.

With the view of consolidating the ideas laid down in the Joint Declaration and to attract attention of the international community to the necessity of soonest resolution of the conflicts on the territories of the GUAM States, an item “Protracted Conflicts in the GUAM area and their Implications for International Peace, Security and Development” was included in the agenda of the UN General Assembly and the draft resolution was submitted. 

For the purpose of implementing the decisions of the GUAM Heads of State and for mobilizing wide international support for the position of the GUAM States as well as giving new impetus to their efforts aimed at peaceful resolution of the conflicts, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan in capacity of the country’s chairmanship in the Organization for Democracy and Economic Development – GUAM is organizing a follow-up International Conference entitled “Basic principles for the settlement of the conflicts on the territories of the GUAM States”.
Methodology: On the basis of conference materials a special edition will be prepared as a supplement to the “World of Diplomacy” journal of the MFA of Azerbaijan, which will include the statements and presentations of the high-level representatives from invited countries and keynote speakers. The keynote speakers should present the texts of their statements in the form of articles which meet the relevant manuscript design rules for publishing in the said edition. 

A report containing the main ideas and recommendations expressed during the conference will be issued by the host country. 

Working languages: Azerbaijani, English, and Russian (simultaneous interpretation will be
provided)

Venue: Hyatt Meeting and Conference Center, (1 Bakikhanov street, Baku) 

Time-limit: Session 1 – 10 min.; Keynote speakers – 20 min.; Panelists – 10 min.

 Monday, 14 April 2008


Arrival of participants

Tuesday, 15 April 2008 

09.30-10.00


Registration
10.00-10.15
Opening statement by H.E. Mr. Elmar MAMMADYAROV, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Chairman of the GUAM Council
10.15-11.15  


SESSION 1: HIGH LEVEL PANEL
· Mr. Araz AZIMOV, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
· Mr. Dmitrii MANDZHAVIDZE, Deputy State Minister for Reintegration of Georgia
· Mr. Ion STEVILA, Deputy Minister of Reintegration of the Republic of Moldova

· Mr. Stepan VOLKOVETSKYI, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine in the Republic of Azerbaijan
· Mr. Valeri CHECHELASHVILI, Secretary General of GUAM

11:15:11:45


Coffee break, photo and press opportunity
11:45-13:00


SESSION 1: HIGH LEVEL PANEL (CONT)

· Dr. Peter SCHIEDER, Honorary President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
· Mr. Andrzej KREMER, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland
· Mr. Edgars SKUJA, Under-Secretary of State of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Latvia
· Mr. Jaroslav NEVEROVICH, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania 
· Amb. Pierre HELG, Deputy State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Swiss Confederation

· Ms. Anita PIPAN, Director General for Policy Planning and Multilateral Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia
· Amb. Gheorghe MAGHERU, Director General for Europe of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Romania
· Amb. Osman Faruk LOGOGLU, President, Eurasian Strategic 
Studies Centre (ASAM), Turkey   

13.00-14.30
 

Lunch

14.30-16.00 

SESSION 2: 
THE ORIGINS OF CONFLICTS, THEIR CAUSES 
 


AND CONSEQUENCES 
Moderator: 

· Mr. Mark A. MEYER, Attorney, Herzfeld & Rubin, P.C., New York, USA
Keynote speakers: 

· Dr. Vugar SEIDOV, RFE/RL, Consultant and Analyst, Budapest, Hungary
· Amb. David DONDUA, Director of the Political Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia
· Professor Christopher J. BORGEN, St. John’s University School of Law, New York, USA
Panelists: 

· Professor Dr. Johannes RAU, Member of Science Forum for International Security among Academy Armed Forces for Commandshead, Hamburg, Germany
· Mr. Vladimir SOCOR, Senior Research Fellow, Jamestown Foundation, USA
· Mrs. Alla YAZKOVA, D. Sc. (History), Chief Research Associate at the Institute of European Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
· Professor Dr. Kamer KASIM, International Relations Department, Abant Izzet Baysal University, Bolu, Turkey 

Discussion: participants of the conference
16.00-16.30


Coffee break 

16.30-18.30
SESSION 3: 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF STATES, RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMINATION, AND THE PROBLEM OF UNILATERAL SECESSION 
· Legislation of the former USSR and claims for secession
· Application of the international legal doctrine of uti possedetis juris for the international, regional and national legitimation of the borders of the of the newly
 independent States
· Issues of state succession with regard to the territories and borders 
· Correlation between the principles of the territorial integrity of states and the right of people to self-determination
· States practice and international law in respect of secession

· Non-recognition in contemporary international law
· Effective guaranteeing of the minority rights through reintegration and self-governance
Moderator:  


· Dr. Stefan TALMON, St. Anne’s College, University of Oxford, UK
Keynote speakers: 

· Mr. Tofig F. MUSAYEV, LL.M in International Human Rights Law, University of Essex, 2004. Head of the Foreign Policy Planning and Strategic Studies Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
· Professor Malcolm N. SHAW QC, Sir Robert Jennings Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Leicester, UK
· Professor Rudolf DOLZER, Director of the Institute for International Law, University of Bonn, Germany
Panelists: 

· Professor Rein MÜLLERSON, King’s College, London, UK
· Professor Yuval SHANY, Hersch Lauterpacht Chair in Public International Law, Faculty of Law, Hebrew University, Israel
· Professor Dr. Latif HÜSEYNOV, Member of the Advisory Committee of the UN Human Rights Council
Discussion: participants of the conference
19.00-22.00
Reception at “Yacht Club” hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan (by invitation only)

Wednesday, 16 April 2008

10.00-12.30
SESSION 4: 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE ILLEGAL USE OF 
 

FORCE AND TERRITORIAL ACQUISITIONS
· Illegal use of force

· Violation of norms of international humanitarian law

· Legal aspects of occupation and territorial acquisitions
· The duty not to recognize territorial acquisitions by force
Moderator: 

· Mr. Chingiz ASKAROV, Agent of the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan before the European Court of Human Rights
Keynote speakers: 

· Professor Yoram DINSTEIN, Yanowicz Professor of Human Rights at Tel Aviv University, Israel 

· Mr. Ian BROWNLIE QC CBE, Blackstone Chambers, Chairman of the International Law Commission, UK
Panelists: 

· Professor Rudolf DOLZER, Director of the Institute for International Law, University of Bonn, Germany
· Dr. Stefan TALMON, St. Anne’s College, University of Oxford, UK
· Dr. jur. Gabriel LANSKY, Barrister, Austria  
· Professor Christopher J. BORGEN, St. John’s University School of Law, New York, USA
Discussion: participants of the conference
12.30-14.00


Lunch 
14.00-16.00
SESSION 5:
EFFECTIVE CONTROL AND INTERNATIONAL
 

LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY
· Comparative analysis of international practice of effective control and the conflicts on the territories of the GUAM States
· The effective control standards and the responsibility of outside powers for acts of secessionist entities
· Perspectives of making use of mechanisms of the international judicial institutions (International Criminal Court, European Court of Human Rights etc.)

Moderator:  
· Professor Dr. Latif HÜSEYNOV, Member of the Advisory Committee of the UN Human Rights Council
Keynote speakers: 

· Dr. Stefan TALMON, St. Anne’s College, University of Oxford, UK
· Dr. jur. Gabriel LANSKY, Barrister, Austria  
Panelists:

· Mr. Mark A. MEYER, Attorney, Herzfeld & Rubin, P.C., New York, USA
· Professor Dr. Nizami SAFAROV, Head of Department of Administrative and Military Legislation, Apparatus of the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan
· Mr. Ilham MAMMADOV, First Deputy Military Prosecutor of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Head of the joint inquiry unit investigating criminal acts commuted during the aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan 
· Mr. Erkin GADIRLI, Member of the International Caucasus-Caspian Commission
Discussion: participants of the conference
16.00-16.30


Coffee break
16.30-18.30
CLOSING SESSION: RESOLUTION OF THE CONFLICTS AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
Moderator:  
· Amb. Osman Faruk LOGOGLU, President, Eurasian Strategic Studies Centre (ASAM), Turkey   

Keynote speakers: 

· Professor Malcolm N. SHAW QC, Sir Robert Jennings Professor of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Leicester, UK
· Mr. Vladimir SOCOR, Senior Research Fellow, Jamestown Foundation, USA

· Mr. Araz AZIMOV, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Discussion: participants of the conference
18.30-19.00


Coffee break
19.00-20.00
Press-conference 
Thursday, 17 April 2008

Departure of participants
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