Mass Media in the Middle East

Walter Armbrust

Faculty of Oriental Studies

Week 1: Orality and Literacy
Reading:
Berque, Jacques.  1995.  "The Koranic Text: From Revelation to Compilation."  In George Atiyeh ed., The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the Middle East.  Albany: State University of New York Press, pp. 17-29.


Nelson, Kristina.  2001 [1985].  The Art of Reciting the Quran.  Cairo: American University in Cairo Press. (chapters 1-4, pp. 1-100). 


Ong, Walter. 1982.  Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word.  London: Methuen. (chapters 1-5, pp. 1-135). 


Pedersen, Johannes.  1984. The Arabic Book.  Translated by Geoffrey French.  Edited with an introduction by Robert Hillenbrand. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. (chapters 1-3, pp. 3-36).


Saenger, Paul.  1982.  "Silent Reading: Its Impact on Late Medieval Script and Society."  Viator: Medieval Renaissance Studies 13: 367-414. 


Deibert, Ronald.  1997.  Parchment, Printing, and Hypermedia: Communication in World order Transformation.  New York: Columbia University Press. (chapters 2-4, pp. 47-110.

Collateral Readings:  Atiyeh, George.  1995. The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the Middle East.  Albany: State University of New York Press. 


Goody, Jack and I. Watt.  1963.  "The Consequences of Literacy."  Comparative Studies in Society and History 5: 304-45.


Eisenstein, Elizabeth. 1979.  The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural Transformations in Early-modern Europe.  Cambridge: Cambridge University.  ("Preface" and "The Unacknowledged Revolution.")


Khalidi, Tarif.  1994.  Arabic Historical Thought in the Classical Period.  New York: Cambridge University Press.(chs. 1 and 2).


Knox, Bernard.  1968.  "Silent Reading in Antiquity."  Greek, Roman, and Byantine Studies 9 (4): 421-435.


Saenger, Paul.  1997.  Space between Words: The Origins of Silent Reading.  Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1997. (chapters 1 and 2, pp. 1-51; chapter 6 on Arabic influence in Continental word separation, pp. 120-130). 


Wogan, Peter.  1994.  "Perceptions of European Literacy in Early Contact Situations."  Ethnohistory 41 (3): 407-429. 


Parry, Jonathan.  1985.  "The Brahmanical Tradition and the Technology of the Intellect."  In Joanna Overing ed., Reason and Morality.  London: Tavistock, 200-225. 

Question:  What might the Quran have to do with Middle Eastern mass media?

Question: The importance of oral expression is often invoked in the context of the Middle East.  Can we assume that a culture that emphasizes oral expression is characterized by illiteracy?  And if this is the case, then does the promotion of literacy in the Middle East mean the death of orality?

Week 2: Orality, Textuality, and Social Transformation in the Middle East (read two out of three from Messick, Shryock, and Mitchell).
Reading;
Messick, Brinkley.  1993.  The Calligraphic State: Textual Domination and History in a Muslim Society.  Berkeley: University of California. 


Shryock, Andrew.  1997.  Nationalism and the Genealogical Imagination: Oral History and Textual Authority in Tribal Jordan.  Berkeley: University of California Press. 


Mitchell, Timothy.  1988.  Colonising Egypt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Collateral Readings: Anderson, Benedict.  1991.  Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London: Verso. (read with Shryock).


Armbrust, Walter.  2001.  "Colonizing Popular Culture or Creating Modernity?  Architectural Metaphors and Egyptian Media."  In Jakob Skovgaard-Petersen and Hans Christian Korsholm Nielson eds., Middle Eastern Cities, 1900-1950.  Aaarhus: Aarhus University Press. (read with Mitchell).


Starrett, Gregory.  1998.  Putting Islam to Work: Education, Politics, and Religious Transformation in Egypt.  Berkeley: University of California Press. (read with Mitchell and/or Messick).

Question: "The absolute opposition between the order of the modern West and the backwardness and disorder of the East was not only found in Europe, but began to repeat itself in Egyptian scholarship and popular literature, just as it was replicated in colonial cities.  Through its textbooks, school teachers, universities, newspapers, novels and magazines, the colonial order was able to penetrate and colonise local discourse." (Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt, p. 171)


Compare and contrast Mitchell's arguments about the processes of institutionalizing European discourse with those of Brinkley Messick (The Calligraphic State) and/or Andrew Shryock (Nationalism and the Genealogical Imagination).  In particular, how does European "order" affect practices of writing?

Week 3: The Press and Publishing.
Reading:
Atiyeh, George.  1995.  "The Book in the Modern Arab World: The Cases of Lebanon and Egypt."  In George Atiyeh ed., The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the Middle East.  Albany: State University of New York Press, pp. 233-254. 


Ayalon, Ami.  1995.  The Press in the Arab Middle East: A History.  New York: Oxford University Press. 


Ayalon, Ami.  2004.  Reading Palestine: Printing and Literacy, 1900-1948.  Austin: University of Texas Press.

Mahdi, Muhsin.  1995.  "From the Manuscript Age to the Age of Printed Books."  In George Atiyeh ed., The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the Middle East.  Albany: State University of New York Press, pp.1-16. 


Szyliowicz, Joseph.  1992.  "Functionalist Perspectives on Technology: The Case of the Printing Press in the Ottoman Empire."  In Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu ed., Transfer of Modern Science and Technology to the Muslim World.  Istanbul: Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture, pp. 251-260. 

Collateral Reading:
Albin, Michael.  1995.  "The Book in the Islamic World: A Selective Bibliography." In George Atiyeh ed., The Book in the Islamic World: The Written Word and Communication in the Middle East.  Albany: State University of New York Press, pp. 273-282.


Amin, Michael Cameron.  2001.  "Selling and Saving 'Mother Iran': Gender and the Iranian Press in the 1940s."  International Journal of Middle East Studies 33 (August): 335-361.


Booth, Marilyn.  2001.  May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt.  Berkeley: University of California Press.


Brummett, Palmira.  2000.  Image and Imperialism in the Ottoman Revolutionary Press, 1908-1911.  Albany: State University of New York Press.


Gonzales- Quijano, Yves.  1994.  Les gens du livre: champ intellectuel et édition dans l'Egypte contemporaine : 1952-1992.  Ph.D. dissertation, l’Institut d’Etudes politiques de Paris.


Hanna, Nelly.  2003.  In Praise of Books: A Cultural history of Cairo's Middle Class, Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Century.  Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University Press.


Ohmann, Richard.  1996.  Selling Culture: Magazines, Markets, and Class at the Turn of the Century.  London: Verso.  (selections for comparative purposes)

Question: It has been claimed that the printing press encountered significant cultural resistance in the Middle East.  It is also assumed that when printing was adapted in this region it caused far-reaching social change.  Discuss the advent of printing in the Arab Middle East. Was there in fact resistance to printing, and if so, why?  And what was the nature of the social change precipitated by the printing press once it came into widespread use in the Middle East?

Week 4: The Coming of Audiovisual Media; Text, Image, Sound

Reading:
Armbrust, Walter.  1996.  Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (particularly chapters 3 and 4).

Armbrust, Walter.  2000. "The Golden Age before the Golden Age: Commercial Egyptian Cinema before the 1960s."  In Walter Armbrust, ed., Mass Mediations. Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 292-327.


Armbrust, Walter.  2003.  "Bourgeois Leisure and Egyptian Media Fantasies."  In Dale Eickelman and Jon Anderson, eds. New Media and the MuslimWorld: The Emerging Public Sphere, pp. 102-128.  Indiana University Press.


Armbrust, Walter.  2002.  "The Influence of Mass Media on Egyptian Music."  Garland Encyclopedia of World Music.  New York: Routledge.


Danielson, Virginia. 1996. The Voice of Egypt: Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song, and Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Century.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 


Ryzova, Lucie.  2005.  "I Am a Whore, But I Will Be a Good Mother."  Arab Studies Journal v. XII no.2/v. XIII no. 1 (Fall 2004/Spring 2005 combined issue): 80-123.

Shafik, Viola.  1998. Arab Cinema: History and Cultural Identity. (chapt. 1, "The History of Arab Cinema"; and chapt. 2, "Artistic Roots of Arab Cinema").  Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, pp. 9-120. 


Vitalis, Robert.  2000.  "American Ambassador in Technicaolor and Cinemascope: Hollywood and Revolution on the Nile." In Walter Armbrust ed., Mass Mediations: New Approaches to Popular Culture in the Middle East and Beyond.  Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 269-291. 

Collateral Reading:
Arasoughly, Alia ed., Screens of Life: Critical Film Writing from the Arab World, v. 1.  Quebec: World Heritage Press.


Azzam, Nabil Salim.  1990. Muhammad 'Abd al-Wahhab in Modern Egyptian Music.  Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Los Angeles.


 Boyd, Douglas.  1982.  Broadcasting in the Arab World: A Survey of Radio and Television in the Middle East.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 


Danielson, Virginia.  1990/91 (Fall/Winter).  "Min al-Mashayikh: A View of Egyptian Musical Tradition." Asian Music  22 (1): 113-127.


Danielson, Virginia.  1998.  "Performance, Political Identity, and Memory: Umm Kulthum and Gamal 'Abd al-Nasir."  In Sherifa Zuhur, ed., Images of Enchantment: Visual and Performing Arts of the Middle East.  Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, pp. 109-122.


Flibbert, Andrew.  2001.  Commerce in Culture: Institutions, Markets, and Competition in World Film Trade.  Ph.D. dissertation. Columbia University.

Racy, Ali Jihad.  1977.  Musical Change and Commercial Recording in Egypt, 1904-1932.  Ph.D. dissertation, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.


Racy, Ali Jihad.  1991.  "Historical Worldviews of Early Ethnomusicologists: An East-West Encounter in Cairo, 1932."  In Steven Blum et. al. eds., Ethnomusicology and Modern Music History.  Champagne-Urbana: University of Illinois Press.

Question: As mass media incorporate new technologies that facilitate increasingly flexible mixtures of text, image, and sound, it also diversifies its content.  In the Middle East (perhaps more so than elsewhere) much of this new content is routinely dismissed as "mere entertainment."  Discuss some of the ways that "mere entertainment" has influenced the trajectory of modernity in Egypt.
Week 5: Small Media

Reading:
Danielson, Virginia.  1996.  "New Nightingales of the Nile: Popular Music in Egypt since the 1970s."  Popular Music 15 (3): 299-312.

Hirschkind, Charles.  2006.  "Cassette Ethics: Public Piety and Popular Media in Egypt."  In Birgit Meyer and Annelies Moors eds, Religion, Media, and the Public Sphere.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 29-51.

Sreberny, Annabelle and Ali Mohammadi.  1994.  Small Media, Big Revolution: Communication, Culture, and the Iranian Revolution. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 


Manuel, Peter.  1993.  Cassette Culture: Popular Music and Technology in North India.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (selections, for theoretical and comparative purposes). 


Miller, Flagg.  2002. Metaphors of Commerce: Trans-valuing Tribalism in Yemeni Audiocassette Poetry.  International Journal of Middle East Studies.  34(1): 29-57.


Miller, Flagg.  2005.  "Of Songs and Signs: Audiocasssette Poetry, Moral Character, and the Culture of Circulation in Yemen."  American Ethnologist 32 (1): 82-99.


Nelson, Krinstina.  2001 [1985].  The Art of Reciting the Quran.  Cairo: American University in Cairo Press. (chapters 6 and 7). 


Schade-Paulson, Marc.  1999.  "The Raï Performance and Studio Recording."  In Schade-Paulson's Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social Significance of Raï.  Austin: University of Texas Press, pp. 38-74
Collateral Reading:
Hirschkind, Charles.  2000.  Technologies of Islamic Piety: Cassette-sermons and the Ethics of Listening.  Ph.D. dissertation, the Johns Hopkins University.


Miller, Flagg.  2001.  Inscribing the Muse: Political Poetry and the Discourse of Circulation in the Yemeni Cassette Industry.  University of Michigan Ph.D. dissertation.
Question: What are the possible political effects of "small media" (audio cassettes, but potentially also fax machines, photocopiers, the telephone) for both Middle Eastern politics and culture?

Week 6: Television and National Culture

Readings:
Abu-Lughod, Lila.  2004.  Dramas of Nationhood: The Politics of Television in Egypt.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


Armbrust, Walter.  1996.  Mass Culture and Modernism in Egypt.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (chapter 2 on "The White Flag"). 


Diase, Martha.  1996. Egyptian Television Serials, Audiences, and The Family House, A Public Health Enter-Educate Serial.  Ph.D. dissertation, University of Texas, Austin. (choose this or Seymour)


Salamandra, Christa. 1998.  "Moustache Hairs Lost: Ramadan Television Serials and the Construction of Identity in Damsacus, Syria." Visual Anthropology  10 (2-4). 


Seymour, Elizabeth.  1999. Imagining Modernity: Consuming Identities and Constructing the Ideal Nation on Egyptian Television.  Ph.D. dissertation, SUNY Binghamton University. (choose this or Diase).

Collateral Reading:
Ang, Ien. 1985.  Watching Dallas: Soap Opera and the Melodramatic Imagination. New York: Methuen.


Ang, Ien. 1996.  Living Room Wars: Rethinking Media Audiences for a Postmodern World. London:Routledge.


Allen, R.C., ed. 1995. To Be Continued... Soap Operas Around the World. London: Routledge.


Fiske, John.  1987. Television Culture.  London: Routledge.


Mankekar, Purnima.  1999.  Screening Culture, Viewing Politics: An Ethnography of Television, Womanhood, and Nation in Postcolonial India.  Durham, NC: Duke University Press.

Storey, John.  2003.  Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture.  Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.  (chapter on television)


Williams, Raymond.  1975. Television: Technology and Cultural Form.  New York: Schocken Books.

Question: "Watching television is always so much more than a series of acts of interpretation; it is above all else a social practice" (John Storey, Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture. Edinburgh U. Press, 2003, p. 19).   What sort of social dynamics come into play in Arab television?

Week 7: Television, Consumption, and Transnationalism

Reading:
Armbrust, Walter.  2005.  "Synchronizing Watches: The State, the Consumer, and Sacred Time in Ramadan Television."  In Birgit Meyer and Annalies Moore eds., Religion, Media, and the Public Sphere.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 207-226.


Armbrust, Walter.  n.d.  " Ramadan, Marketing, and Heritage: Visualization and Commodification."  Unpublished work in progress: http://users.ox.ac.uk/~sant1114/RamadanVisual.html and see http://users.ox.ac.uk/~sant1114/RamadanText.htm 

Gordon, Joel.  1998.  "Becoming the Image: Words of Gold, Talk Television, and Ramadan Nights on the Little Screen."  Visual Anthropology  10 (2-4). 


Sabry, Tarik.  2005.  "The Day Moroccans Gave Up Couscous for Satellites: Global TV, Structures of Feeling, and Mental Emigration."  Transnational Broadcasting Studies 14 (http://www.tbsjournal.com/sabry.html).

Sakr, Naomi.  2004.  Women and Media in the Middle East: Power through Self-Expression.  London: Tauris.


Salamandra, Christa.  2004.  A New Old Damascus: Authenticity and Distinction in Urban Syria.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (especially chapter 4, "Ramadan Lived and Consumed."


Transnational Broadcasting Studies  <http://www.tbsjournal.com/> (on-line journal focusing on satellite television broadcasting in the Arab world).

Collateral  Reading:
 Adorno, Theodor and Max Horkheimer.  1993.  "The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception."  In Simon During ed, The Cultural Studies Reader.  London: Routledge, pp. 31-41.


Appadurai, Arjun.  1996.  "Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy."  In Appadurai's Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization.  Minneapolis: University of Minnestoa Press, pp. 27-47. (also in During ed., The Cultural Studies Reader, and originally published in Public Culture 2.2, 1990: 1-24).


Armbrust, Walter. 2000.  "Introduction: Anxieties of Scale."  In Walter Armbrust, ed., Mass Mediations. Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 1-31.

Benjamin, Walter.  1969.  "Art in an Age of Mechanical Reproduction."  In Walter Benjamin, Illuminations.  Edited with an introduction by Hannah Arendt, translated by Harry Zohn.  New York: Schocken Books.


Downmunt, Tony, ed. 1993.  Channels of Resistance: Global Television and Local Empowerment.  London: British Film Institute Publishing. 


Guaaybess, Tourya.  1997.  "La télévision Égyptienne de l'ére hertzienne à l'ère satellitaire: restructuration d'un champ audiovisuel."  Égypte/Monde Arabe 29: 137-151.


Kraidy, Marwan.  2005.  Hybridity, or the Cultural Logic of Globalization.  Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Kraidy, Marwan and Patrick Murphy eds.  2003.  Global Media Studies: Ethnographic Perspectives.  New York: Routledge.

Sakr, Naomi ed.  2004.  Women and Media in the Middle East: Power Through Self-Expression.  London: I.B. Tauris. 


Slater, Phil.  1983.  "The Aesthetic Theory of the Frankfort School."  In Peter Davison et al., eds., Culture and Mass Culture (Volume 1 of Literary Taste, Culture and Mass Communication).  Cambridge: Chadwyck-Healey. 

Starrett, Gregory.  1995.  "The Political Economy of Religious Commodities in Cairo." American Anthropologist  97, no. 1: 51-68.


Starrett, Gregory.  1999.  "Muslim Identities and the Great Chain of Buying."  In Dale Eickelman and Jon Anderson eds.,  New Media in the Muslim World: The Emerging Public Sphere.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 


Twitchell, James.  1992.  "Untended Gates: The Triumph of Vulgarity in an Age of Show Business."  In James Twitchell, Carnival Culture: The Trashing of Taste in America.  New York: Columbia University Press.

Collateral Reading on Ramadan, Christmas, and Consumption:  Ali, Syed Anwer.  1995.  "Setting the Goal of the Prescribed Fast."  In Laleh Bakhtiar ed.,  Ramadan: Motivating Believers to Action: An Interfaith Perspective.  Chicago: The Institute for Traditional Psychoethics and Guidance, pp. 4-10.


Atia, Tarek.  1999.  "Ramadan Riddles." Al-Ahram Weekly  411 (January 7-13).


Bakhtiar, Laleh ed. 1995. Ramadan: Motivating Believers to Action: An Interfaith Perspective.  Chicago: The Institute for Traditional Psychoethics and Guidance.


Buitelaar, Marjo.  1993. Fasting and Feasting in Morocco: Women's Participation in Ramadan.  Oxford: Berg


Miller, Daniel.  1994b.  "Christmas against Materialism in Trinidad."  In Daniel Miller ed.,  Unwrapping Christmas.  Oxford: Clarendon Press.


Miller, Daniel ed.  1993a. Unwrapping Christmas.  Oxford: Clarendon Press.


Moeran, Brian and Lise Skov.  1993.  "Cinderella Christmas: Kitsch, Consumerism, and Youth in Japan."  In Daniel Miller ed., Unwrapping Christmas.  Oxford: Clarendon Press.


Starrett, Gregory.  1995.  "The Political Economy of Religious Commodities in Cairo." American Anthropologist  97, no. 1: 51-68.


Starrett, Gregory.  1999.  "Muslim Identities and the Great Chain of Buying."  In Dale Eickelman and Jon Anderson eds.,  New Media in the Muslim World: The Emerging Public Sphere.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press.


Tunsi, Bayram al-.  1962.  Fawazir Ramadan.  Cairo: Sharikat Dar al-Nashr al-Muttahida.


Wagtendonk, K.  1968.  Fasting in the Koran.  Leiden: E.J. Brill.


Jhally, Sut.  1990. The Codes of Advertising: Fetishism and the Political Economy of Meaning in the Consumer Society.  London: Routledge.


Nissenbaum, Stephen.  1996.  The Battle For Christmas: A Cultural History of America's Most Cherished Holiday.  New York: Vintage Books.

Question:   Mass media theorists such as Horkheimer and Adorno have argued that television should be a powerful and dangerous force for social and political homogenisation.  Agree or disagree?  Frame your argument in the context of the available literature on Arabic-language television production, and collateral reading if necessary (e.g. on Ramadan, the notion of a "culture industry" proposed by Adorno and Horkheimer, debates over transnationalism).

Question: Discuss the "Christmas-ization of Ramadan" through mass media

Week 8: The Polemics of News (TBA)

Reading:
Ajami, Fouad.  2002.  "What the Muslim World is Watching."  Transnational Broadcasting Studies 8(2) http://www.tbsjournal.com/Archives/Spring02/ajami.html 


Ayish, Muhammad.  2003.  "American-Style journalism and Television in the Arab World: An Exploratory Study of News Selection at Six Arab Satellite Television Channels."  In Kai Hafez ed, Media Ethics in the Dialogue of Cultures.  Hamburg: Deutsches Orient-Institut, pp. 117-133.


Mellor, Noha.  2005.  The Making of Arab News.  Oxford: Rowman and Littlefield.


Miles, Hugh.  2005.  Al-Jazeera: The Inside Story of the Arab New Channel That is Challenging the West.  New York: Grove Press.

Nawawy, Mohammed and Adel Iskandar.  Al-Jazeera: The Story of the Network That Is Rattling Governments and Redefining Modern Journalism.  Cambridge, Mass.: Westview Press.


Transnational Broadcasting Studies: " Al-Jazeera: Global Player in a Global Crisis (special issue on Al-Jazeera, no. 7); http://www.tbsjournal.com/Archives/Fall01/fall01.html 

Wilmsen, David.  2002.  " What Some of the Arab World is Watching."  Transnational Broadcasting Studies 8 (2). http://www.tbsjournal.com/Archives/Spring02/wilmsen.html

Collateral Reading:
Hafez, Kai ed.  2003.  Media Ethics in the Dialogue of Cultures: Journalistic Self-Regulation in Europe, the Arab World, and Muslim Asia.  Hamburg: Deutsches Orient-Institut.

Hafez, Kai ed.  2001.  Mass Media, Politics and Society in the Middle East. New Jersey: Hampton Press.  

Political Communication v. 19, no. 2 (special issue on Middle Eastern media).


Theidi, Ahmad al-.  2003.  Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel: From Regional to Global, a Question of Objectivity and News Flow.  Brighton: University of Sussex.


Rugh, William ed.  2004. Engaging the Arab and Islamic Worlds Through Public Diplomacy    Washington D.C.: Public Diplomacy Council.

Question:  The logic typically applied to al-Jazeera is to ask whether it is "friend or foe."  Friend or foe of what (or whom)?  Discuss both the network and the polarized debate that structures public perceptions of it.  Could there be alternative ways to approach Al-Jazeera?
Week 9: Information Technology and New Media

Reading:
Alterman, Jon.  1998.  New Media, New Politics?: From Satellite Television to the Internet in the Arab World.  Washington: Washington Institute for Near East Policy. 


Anderson, Jon.  1998.  Arabizing the Internet.  Abu Dhabi: The Emirates Center for Strategic Studies and Research.


Bunt, Gary.  2003.  Islam in the Digital Age: E-Jihad, Online Fatwas and Cyber Islamic Environments.  London: Pluto Press.


Eickelman, Dale and Jon Anderson eds.  1999.  New Media in the Muslim World.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press. (chapters 1-5)


Fandy, Mamoun.  1999.  "CyberResistance: Saudi Opposition between Globalization and Localization."  Comparative Studies in Society and History 41 (1): 124-146. 


Mandaville, Peter.  2001.  Transnational Muslim Politics: Reimagining the Umma. London: Routledge.

Working Papers on New Media and Information Technology in the Middle East http://nmit.georgetown.edu/
Collateral Reading: Hakken, David.  1999.  Cyborgs@cyberspace: An Ethnographer Looks to the Future.  New York: Routledge.


Marcus, George ed.  1996.  Connected: Engagements with Media.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Question:  Michael Kearny in 1995: "Globalization entails a shift from two-dimensional Euclidean space with its centers and peripheries and sharp boundaries, to a multidimensional global space with unbounded, often discontinuous and interpenetrating sub-spaces" (Michael Kearny, "The Local and the Global: The Anthropology of Globalization and Transnationalism."  Annual Review of Anthropology 24, 1995, p. 549).


Has globalization effected such a neat shift from "two-dimensional" to "three dimensional" space in the Middle East?  Respond with reference to mass media.

Question:   Dale Eickelman argues that mass media are creating a new and more democratic public sphere in the Muslim World.  Agree or disagree?

Question: In 1993 Howard Rheingold, a leading exponent of the democratising potential of the internet, argued that "virtual communities could help citizens revitalise democracy, or they could be luring us into an attractively packaged substitute for democratic discourse" (Rheingold, 1993: 276).  Evaluate Rheingold's argument with respect to the Middle East, both in terms of the ten years that have elapsed since he made the above claim, and in the longer history of mass media in the region.

1

