Velleius on Tiberius : A Textual Problem at Velleius Paterculus 2.94.2 

Hoc tractu temporum Ti. Claudius Nero, quo trimo, ut praediximus, Livia, Drusi Claudiani filia, despondente Ti. Nerone, cui ante nupta fuerat, Caesari nupserat,  [2] innutritus caelestium praeceptorum disciplinis, iuvenis genere, forma, celsitudine corporis, optimis studiis maximoque ingenio instructissimus, qui protinus quantus est, sperari potuerat visuque praetulerat principem, [3] quaestor undevicesimum annum agens capessere coepit rem publicam maximamque difficultatem annonae ac rei frumentariae inopiam ita Ostiae atque in urbe mandatu vitrici moderatus est, ut per id, quod agebat, quantus evasurus esset, eluceret. (Velleius Paterculus 2.94.1-3). 

With this long sentence Velleius marks the introduction of the future emperor Tiberius into public life as quaestor (24-3 B.C.) and into his historical work as its climactic hero. In section 2 Tiberius is given an impressive list of qualities : innutritus caelestium praeceptorum disciplinis, iuvenis genere, forma, celsitudine corporis, optimis studiis maximoque ingenio instructissimus. In this list iuvenis seems out of place : mention of his youth is otiose given that he is said to be only eighteen very soon afterwards in the same sentence (undevicesimum annum agens), and the construction of the ablatives genere, forma, celsitudine on instructissimus seems to be both asymmetrical and odd : symmetry would suggest an adjective or participle governing the ablatives here just as innutritus governs disciplinis and instructissimus governs optimis studiis maximoque ingenio, while instructissimus is natural enough for the summarising phrase optimis studiis maximoque ingenio instructissimus which encapsulates both learnt and natural qualities, but seems less appropriate with the earlier list of purely natural qualities genere, forma, celsitudine. 
 What the passage seems to need instead of the otiose iuvenis is an adjective replacing it and appropriate to govern the three genere, forma, celsitudine.

I suggest insignis for iuvenis, a minor change and a more than appropriate adjective : insignis with ablative of the field of excellence is found again in an encomium in Velleius, that of Sejanus at 2.127.3-4 in a similarly fulsome sentence :

[3] Sub his exemplis Ti. Caesar Seianum Aelium, principe equestris ordinis patre natum, materno vero genere clarissimas veteresque et insignes honoribus complexum familias, habentem consularis fratres, consobrinos, avunculum, ipsum vero laboris ac fidei capacissimum, sufficiente etiam vigori animi compage corporis, singularem principalium onerum adiutorem in omnia habuit atque habet, [4] virum severitatis laetissimae, hilaritatis priscae, actu otiosis simillimum, nihil sibi vindicantem eoque adsequentem omnia, semperque infra aliorum aestimationes se metientem, vultu vitaque tranquillum, animo exsomnem.


Parallels for the phrase insignis genere come from two further passages, one before Velleius, another after him. At Com.Pet. 12 (?)Q.Cicero argues that it is easy to defeat competitors who have neither family distinction nor personal virtue : non erit difficile certamen cum iis competitoribus qui nequaquam sunt tam genere insignes quam vitiis nobiles. Even more closely, Tacitus at Ann. 13.19.2 uses a similar group of three asyndetic ablative nouns after insignis, of which two are identical with Velleius’ : ex quibus erat Iunia Silana, quam matrimonio C. Sili a Messalina depulsam supra rettuli, insignis genere forma lascivia, et Agrippinae diu percara. This is surely good evidence that Tacitus used Velleius, as several scholars have suggested. 
 Insignis forma, on the other hand, might look back to another youthful hero, the Euryalus of Virgil Aeneid 5.295  Euryalus forma insignis uiridique iuuenta,  while insignis celsitudine would  occur only here in classical Latin (PHI CD-ROM) but is surely unproblematic. Finally, the triplet of adjectives with an in- prefix (innutritus …insignis … instructissimus ) would be very much in Velleian alliterative style : cf. e.g. 1.2.1 deposita ueste regia, pastoralem cultum induit, immixtusque castris hostium, de industria imprudenter rixam ciens, interemptus est, 2.1.4 uel ferocia ingenii, uel inscitia nostrorum ducum, uel fortunae indulgentia, 2.57.1 incautus ab ingratis occupatus est, cum quidem plurima ei praesagia atque indicia dii immortales futuri obtulissent periculi.    
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� I most most grateful to Tony Woodman for helpful e-mail discussion.


� Text cited from A.J.Woodman, Velleius Paterculus : The Tiberian Narrative (2.94-131) (Cambridge, 1977), 59.


� I can find no other examples of instructus in combination with any of these nouns in the same sense  in classical Latin (PHI CD-ROM)


� For Tacitus’ likely  use of Velleius see conveniently A.J.Woodman, ‘Velleius Paterculus’ in T.A.Dorey (ed.), Empire and After : Silver Latin II (London, 1975), 1-25 at p.17 n.69.





