Student Club Reviews
A student night club review?  You may wonder what this is doing in an Indie Music Society Freshers’ Guide.  For those of you who wish to avoid cheesy pop and over-played RnB at all costs then just skip this article.  But I’m sure most of you will frequent some of these nights on a number of occasions.  Be warned all the nights mentioned below are very popular and are likely to entail queuing if you get there after 11pm (I once queued for almost two hours to get into the Bridge – I know, I don’t understand why either).  Each night is rated on its music, cost, drinks, atmosphere and Indie Section.  You know what I mean by Indie section?  You know, the time of the night the DJ thinks he better try and keep the guitar music fans in the crowd happy and plays Last Nite, Song 2 and I Believe In A Thing Called Love.  So keep this guide close to hand when you venture to a Student night in Oxford.  And remember just because you find yourself singing along to Chesney Hawkes doesn’t mean you are a bad person….
“The Kitschen”, Mondays at Po Na Nas:

A Noble Nights night this it’s quite different from most club nights in Oxford.  The music is a good mix of Motown and 60s but sometimes I find it is too samey.  There’s a good atmosphere in what is a small but nice club (it’s pretty similar in décor to any other Po Na Na around the country).  I think price wise the drinks are from £1.50 for a bottle of lager and it is less than £5 to get in, so not cheap but not too extortionate.
Indie section:  None really, though they do play The Beatles and The Beach Boys

Rating: 3.5* out of 5*.  A good atmosphere with different music.

“Juice”, Wednesdays at Park End:
THE big one.  The biggest student night in Oxford in the biggest club in Oxford.  I always used to hate Park End, I remember going there once and waiting age to get served because they have no bar staff and having a thoroughly crap night but recently I have been converted to the ‘charms’ of the place.  These ‘charms’ include cheap drinks, cheesy music and large rooms.  You might claim these aren’t all ‘charms’ but they can be.  I’d say Park End is the place to go for a big night out with lots of friends (if they aren’t all of an indie persuasion) to get absolutely hammered and dance like a maniac to Outkast and Queen.  I’ve had some really good nights out there, particularly if I have drunk enough before I get there.  It is also big enough to have quieter seated areas and a separate room, which plays RnB on Wednesdays, which I try to avoid it all costs.  You can have a great nights at Park End but be warned it is extremely hot and sweaty, costs £5 to get in, can have large queues both at the bar and the entrance and does attract some of the “RockStudent” crowd, noticeable by their pink shirts, pullovers and Von Dutch caps (for the boys) and pashminas (for the girls).  Oh, one more thing, avoid the cheap VK at all costs, it’s awful and makes you feel very sick.
Indie Section:  Usually play a few mainstream indie songs often towards the end of the night.  From my patchy memory at that time of night I seem to remember the DJ likes Oasis.
Rating: 4*.  Cheap alcohol.
“Kit Cat”, Wednesdays at the Bridge:
Another Noble Nights night this has a similar feeling to “The Kitcshen”.  What makes it unique among student club nights is the live cabaret with a resident band and various singers.  The live music can be quite good but it is mostly lounge stuff.  The DJ in the two rooms play quite an eclectic mix including Motown, 60s pop and disco.  Drinks aren’t as cheap as Park End but are on a par with Thursday at the Bridge.  Kit Cat has recently started as a club night in Chelsea, so it can’t be doing too bad.
Indie Section:  None, although the band occasionally play soft rock songs!
Rating: 3*.  A bit different.
Wednesdays at Brookes SU:
A massive student night in Brookes’ impressive SU venue.  The venue is so big you sometimes feel you are in an aircraft hanger but the drinks are cheap, it’s a real fun atmosphere and they have some great themes (the emergency services theme was much appreciated by males in the room).  Definitely worth a look for a big, cheesy night out.  

Indie Section:  I can’t remember.

Rating: 4*
Thursdays at the Bridge:
Thursdays at the Bridge is the second biggest student night in Oxford.  One of the most expensive student nights, very popular and often crowded.  It’s a classier setting than Park End (well, where isn’t?) and has the advantage that you can always get served at the bar quicker.  However, the drinks are more expensive.  The music is RnB in downstairs and cheese upstairs.  These dance floors are less crowded that Park End’s which is nice but the atmosphere isn’t so good.  There are too many “fashionable” people who don’t really seem to be out for a good time.  The Bridge’s saving grace, when the night seems to be going down the pan, is that there is always a decent indie section.

Indie Section:  Often very good, they even stretch so far as to play The Hives!
Rating: 3*.  Big and popular but the atmosphere isn’t quite right.  Go to the Cellar.
Thursdays at the Cellar:

I’m cheating here because this is an indie night- well sort of.  It plays an eclectic mix of indie, pop and 80s, and it is excellent.  I’ll be honest I’ve only been once but it was one of the best nights out I’ve had in Oxford.  Entry is cheap, drinks are cheap and the music is great, and danceable, all in a great Oxford venue.  What more could you ask for?  Well perhaps better air conditioning on the dance-floor but you can’t have everything.

Indie section:  Not really a section, just quite a lot of it.
Rating: 4.5*.  As my good friend Richard recently told me : “I really liked the cellar when we went, it smelled a bit, but that was the only problem.”
“Filth”, Thursdays at The Studio:
A really cheesy night in a typical ugly night-club.  It is cheap but the queues can get violent as you find yourself confronted by the terrors of the concrete Westgate Centre.  You have to queue up the stairs to the car park and then around a curious square room.  Once you get in, things don’t improve too much.  The music is pure cheese of the worst variety.
Indie Section?  Pretty standard stuff, maybe some Strokes. 

Rating:  2*.  Go to the Cellar!

Fridays at Green:
The Green bar looks quite nice from the outside, and it is, but I would recommend that you never venture inside on a Friday night.  It is £5 to get in and the drinks are extortionate, it is extremely cramped, hot and sweaty and the play commercial RnB all night in the basement that serves as a dance floor.  It also attracts the “fashionable” crowd which is actually the best thing about it in a rather twisted way.  You can play everybody’s favourite game: “Spot the Rah” (© Stephen Martin, 2004).  Watch for the pink shirts with up-turned collars, V-neck pullovers and ridiculously pointed shoes.  
Indie Section?  It’s an RnB night!
Rating 1*.  And that is just for “Spot the Rah”
Fridays at Purple Turtle:
Oxford’s best, and only, student club!  Best known for sweat dripping off the wall, an obscenely hot dance floor and its great popularity.  The PT on Friday does have its good points: a wide selection of bottled beer, some cool movie posters, it’s free entry (if you are a member of the Oxford Union) and table football.  I’ve had some good nights here but only after I’ve drunk copious amounts at some college dinner beforehand.  You know you will end up here after college social events so prepare yourself for an onslaught of cheese and sweat.  Please note:  if you do not join the Union, the Purple Turtle is not worth the entrance fee.
Indie Section?  Maybe Parklife.
Rating: 3*.  It is free after all.
Saturdays at Purple Turtle:
Similar to Friday night but the music is worse.

Indie section?  No, more of the same old RnB.

Rating: 1.5*

I hope you have enjoyed this tour through Oxford’s student nights.  Of course none of them will compete with the Indie Music Society’s new club night which will be Tuesdays of 3rd and 7th week (October 26th and November 23rd) at the Cellar.

Steve Martin.
