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Incipit de iudith quomodo interfecit olofernem

We secgad nu @rest on pisum gewritum pxt twegen
cyningas wxron gecweden on Leden Nabochodonosor,
swide namcude begen. An was se Chaldeisca pe acwealde
Godes folc on Tudea lande for heora geleafleaste, pa pa hi
wurdodon wolice hapengyld 7 deofolgyld beeodon heora
drihtne on teonan. Pa towande se cyning heora winsuman
burh, Hierusalem gehaten, 7 pet halige templ—0e Salomon
geworhte mid wundorlicum crafte—] towearp hi
grundlunga, 7 pet Godes folc ofsloh, 5 pa herelafe to
his lande adraf to Babiloniam, heora micclan byrig; 7
hi par wunedon on his wxlhreowan peowte, gecnawe
heora synna wid pone sopan God. Hundseofontig geara
hi wunedon pzr on peowte, 0dpxt Cyrus cyning hi
asznde eft ongean to Iudea lande, panon pe hi aledde
waron, 7 het hi eft areran pet znlice templ: swa swa
se xlmihtiga God on his mod asznde, pet he his folce
mildsode xfter swa micelre yrmbpe.

Nu was se opxr cyning pe was gehaten on Leden
Nabochodonosor on Syrian lande, pas Cyres sunu pe we
@r foreszdon, 7 his tonama was Cambises gecweden.
Hwat, pa Cambisus gecwxd to gefeohte ongean

Manuscripts: C, O, and printed sources: A and W. 2) We]
capital ‘W in C which descends six lines, Leofan men we,
A and W; gewritum] \ge/writum, C, gewrite, W. 3) cyningas]
cynges, W5 weron] weron, W gecweden] gecweden, C; on]
in, W; Leden] Leden, W; Nabochodonosor]
Nabuchononossor, W. 4) An wes| An wes, W. 5) geleafleaste]
geleafleste, W bi] bio, W. 6) wurdodon] wurdoden, W
bepengyld) bhepengeld, W; beora]l om. W. 7) on] to, W,
teonan] W ends. 11) heora] h\i/ere, C. 13) sopan] sopa, C.
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Arfaxath, pera Meda cyning, 7 he hine ofsloh, 7 purh

pone sige hine sylfne ahof on swidlicre modignesse,
7 asende his @rendracan him on zlce healfe to eallum
pam leodscipum pe lagon to his rice. Wolde per hi ealle
sceoldon him anum abugan, pet he ana ware heora
cyning; ac ealle pa leodscipas anmodlice him
widcwaxdon, 7 asendon his @rendracan eft sona
ongean, butan xlcum wurdmynte swide unwurdlice.

Da gebealh se cyning Nabochodonosor hine sylfne,
7 swor purh his cynestol petr he wolde gewrecan
witodlice on him eallum pet hi his zrendracan 7 hine
sylfne forsawon. He gegaderode his witan da, 7 wid
hi ealle redde, cwad pet him swa puhte pxt he sylf
wolde ealne middaneard to his anwealde gebigean, 7 hi
him andwerdon pzt he @nlice sprzce. Pa sende se
cyning sumne heretogan, Holofernem gehaten, mid
mycelre fyrdinge, 7 bebead him pas word: ‘Ne wanda
pu nan ding, ne ara du nanum rice ne =xnigre
burhscire. Ac zlce getrymmede burh pu gebige to me!’

Da ferde Holofernis mid ormatre fyrde, swa swa se
cyning bead, 7 tobrzc xlce burh, 7 pa ofsloh pe him
widstodon, swa pet his ege asprang ofer ealle peoda.
Hundtwelftig pusenda wigendra manna waxron on his
fyrdinge, 7 twelf pusenda scyttena symle him tforan.
7 nan folc ne mihte his fyrde widstandan, ac comon him
to of fyrlenum landum, mid fyrhte fornumene, frides
biddende. Cwadon pet him leofre ware, per hi
libbende peowdon pam maran cyninge Nabochodonosor
donne hi swyltende samod forwurdon. 7 hi swa abugan
pa pam breman heretogan mid eallum heora xhtum to
pas cyninges anwealde. He ferde pa mid prymme

33) witodlice] widtodlice, C with first ‘d’ subpuncted. 35)
sylfl s\e/lf; C. 49) Cwedon] cwedon, C. §1) donne] donum,

C; swa abugan] O begins. 52) eallum] eallon, O; ehtum]
ehton, O. §3) He] hefflbe, O; ferde] sende, C.
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feohtende wid manega leodscipas, 7 heora land gewann,
oopxt per Iudeisce folc his fare geaxodon, 7 hi swide
forhtodon for his fyrdinge. Hi gearcodon swapeah hi
sylfe to wige on pam heagum muntum micclum
ymbtrymde, 7 fordytton zlc far upp to pam muntum,
7 hi anmodlice ealle to Gode clypodon, biddende his
fultumes pxt hi ne forwurdon.

Holofernis pa siddan mid his fyrde becom to Iudea
lande, pe on God belyfdon, 7 his fyrd endemes to
gefeohte hi gearcodon ongean Israhela folc, per hi hi
fordydon. Ac him weard gesed per hi hi sylfe
gegearcodon mid wige him togeanes, 7 woldon him
widstandan. Holofernis pa axode his yldestan czmpan
hwat pet mennisc ware, on dam muntum wunigende,
pe hine swa forsawon, 7 hine secan noldon, ne hine
frides biddan, him abugende. Da cwad sum heretoga
se hatte Achior, Ammoniscre peode, mid swidlicum
truwan: ‘Leof, ic pe secge sod be pisum folce. Pis cynn
com 1u of Chaldeiscre magde, 7 hi xfre wurpiad xnne
@lmihtigne God, se pe on heofonum eardad, on hine
truwigende.

‘Da pa se micela hunger ealne middaneard ofereode,
pa ferdon heora faderas pxr pzr hi fundon him

54) wid] swyde wid, A & O; manega]l ma\ane/nega, O;
leodscipas) leodscipes, C; gewann] gewan, O. §5) odpet pet]
pet, O; bis) heora, C; geaxodon] geacsodon, O. §6) forhtodon]
forbtoden, O; fyrdinge] f\e/rdinge, O. 57) micclum] miclum,
O. §8) ymbtrymde] ymbtryde, O; fordytton] fordydton, C,
forditton, O; elc] erl, C & O. §9) hi anmodlice ealle] bi
ealle anmodlice, O. 60) forwurdon] forwurdon, C. 61) mid
bis fyrde] om. C, mid hbis fy\e/rde, O. 62) belyfdon] gelyfdon,
A, bel)\e/fdon, O. 65) woldon] woldom, C. 66) axode]
acxode, O; yldestan] y\e/ldestan, O. 67) wunigende]
wuniende, O. 68) noldon] nolde, C; ne hine] ne hi, O. 70)
hatte] hatta, C; Ammoniscre] ammoniscere, O; swidlicum)|
wislicum, O. 71) pe] om. O; cynn] cyn, O. 73) elmibtigne]
elmiltigne, O. 74) truwigende] truwiende, O. 75) hunger]
hungor, O. 76) him] bi\e/, O.
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bigleofan to Egypta lande, 7 pzr lange wunodon feower
hund geara, oppxt dxr swa fela wxs pxs mancynnes
geweaxen paxt man ne mihte hi geriman. Pa wolde
Pharao, se Egiptisca cyning, hi yfele geswencan; 7
gesette hi on peowte to his weallgeweorcum, pet hi
worhton his burga. Ac hi clypodon endemes to pam
@lmihtigan Gode pe hi on gelyfdon pzt he hi ahredde; 7
he sona asende syllice wita ofer Egypta lande, 0%zt
hi forleton his folc of heora lande faran frige to heora
earde.

‘Heora God hi pa geledde of pam lande ealle ofer pa
Readan Sz, sidigende be pam grunde, swa pet pet
water astod swylce stanweallas him on xlce healfe,
pxr par hi inn eodon; 7 Pharao se cyning ferde him xt
hindan, wolde hi habban eft to his peowte. Ac God hine
adrzncte on pzre deopan sz, pet of ealre his fyrde an
mann ne belaf.

‘Dzt Godes folc pa eode upp be pam grunde, herigende
heora drihten pe hi swa ahredde. 7 hi wunedon swa on
westenum feowertig wintra, par pzr nan man xr
eardian ne mihte, 7 him dzghwamlice com, purh
heora drihtnes sande, mete of heofenum eallum pam
mancynne, ] pa biteran wyllspringas him wurdon
geswette , 7 eac of heardum stane hi hzfdon yrnende
water. Hi gewunnon syddan mid sige dysne eard, 7

77) bigleofan] bileofan, O; wunodon feower hund] wunedon
.ccce., O. 78) fela] feala, O; mancynnes| mannes, O. 79)
geweaxen] geweaxon, C. 80) Pharao] farao, O; yfele] yfela,
O. 83) gelyfdon] gely\e/fdon, O. 84) syllice] sy\e/llice, O. 89)
stanweallas] stanwealles, C & O; him] hi\a/ or him\a/ (?),
O. 90) mnn] in, O. 92) adrencte] adrencte, O; fyrde] fy\e/
rde, O. 93) mann] man, O. 95) wunedon] wunodon, O;
swa on] pa on, A & O (see notes). 96) feowertig] xI, O. 97)
deghwamlice] deghwomlice, O. 98) dribtnes| dribnes, O;
heofenum] heofonum, O. 99) wyllspringas] wyllspringes, C,
wy\e/llspringas, O. 100] stane]stanne, O; yrnende] hyrnende,
C.
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heora God him fylste 7 feaht for hi; 7 ne mihte nan

mann naht pisum folce, swa lange swa hi heoldon heora
God on riht. Swa oft swa hi bugon fram his
biggengum to pam hxdenum godum, hi wurdon
gehergode 7 to hospe gewordene purh hazdene leoda.
Swa oft swa hi gecyrdon mid sodre dedbote eft to heora
Gode, he gedyde hi sona mihtige 7 strange to
widstandenne heora feondum. Heora God soplice hatad
unrihtwisnysse!

‘Nu, for manegum gearum, pa pa misheoldon pone
heofonlican God, hi wurdon gehergode, 7 sume ofslagene,
7 sume geledde to fyrlenum landum, on hzftnede
wunigende, 00dzt hi wendon eft to pam heofonlican
Gode pe hi on gelyfad; 7 hi habbad nu eft heora eard
gebogod 7 pa burh Hierusalem, pzr bid heora haligdom.

‘Ic bidde pe nu, hlaford, pet pu lxte ofaxian gif dis
folc nu habbe =znige unrihtwisnysse 00%e gylt
geworhtne ongean heora God, 7 hi beod underpeodde
ponne pinum anwealde. Gif hi ponne nabbad nane
unrihtwisnesse ne heora Gode abolgen, ponne beo we
ealle to hospe gedone purh heora drihten, pe hi bewerad,
swa swa his gewuna is.'

Holofernis pa sona @fter pissere segene gebealh
hine swide 7 mid gebeote cwad: “Wite du nu, Achior,
pet du weorpan scealt mid urum swurdum ofslagen
mid him, ponne we hi ealle ofslead swa swa xnne
mann, pet pu mage tocnawan pet ure cynehlaford
Nabochodonosor is sodlice God, 7 he nu Israhel ealle
eadelice forded.’

He het hine pa gebindan 7 gebringan on pet land 7
pam folce betzcan per he mid him forwurde. He weard
pa gebunden, swa swa se brema het, 7 to dam lande
gelad; 7 forleton hine par to anum treowe huxlice
gebundenne. He weard pa afunden fram pam folce par,

102) nan] nann, C with second ‘n’ subpuncted. 103) nabt]
nabte, C. 105) hedenum] O ends f.29v (begins again at
1.320). 126) weorpan] wurpan, A. 128) tocnawan]
tocwawan, C.

[r29]
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7 he him eall sxzde his sid be @ndebyrdnesse, 7 pet

folc pa sona zfter his segene feollon to eordan, mid
flowendum tearum, cwedende mid heofunge: ‘Du,
heofonlica drihten, geseoh heora modignesse 7 ure
xadmodnesse 7 geswutela, drihten, paxt pu forseon
nelt pa pe on pe truwiad mid trumum geleafan, 7 pu pa
geeadmetst pe on heora mihte wuldriad.” Hi pa gefrefrodon
pone foresedan Achior, 7 Ozias heora heafodmann
hine hefde mid him, 7 hi bzdon pa ealle Godes
mildheortnesse - his gescyldnesse wid pone Syriscan here.

Hwet, pa Holofernus wolde hi ut asittan, 7 he heora
waterscipe mid weardmannum besette twentig daga
on an on zmn dere byrig; cwadon per hi hopodon
to pam muntum swidor ponne to wxpnum
00%e to @xnigum wigge. Dzt Israhela folc pa weard
geangsumod on mode for pxre waterleaste, 7 pxr
witodlice nzs on eallum pam pyttum pe on pxre
byrig wxron swa mycel wateres del pesr him mihte
eallum to genihtsumnesse. Ac hi leton pa to rade
pet hi woldon abugan pam breman heretogan to his
mannrzdene, per hi moston libban. Ozias da cwzxd to
eallum pam folce: ‘Mine gebrodra, beod eow gedyldige
7 mid emnum mode andbidiad gyt anum fif dagas
ures drihtnes willan, 7 gif us ponne ne becymd nanes
cynnes frofer, ne nan alysednes ure neodpearfe, ponne
mote we abugan pam breman heretogan to his
mannrzdene, pet us amundige.”

Da was on pare byrig, on pam ylcan timan, an znlic
wimman on wudewanhade Iudith gehaten, pzra
heahfxdera cynnes, swide gelefed mann on pone
lytigendan God, hlisfull on peawum, rihtlice lybbende
xfter Moyses ®, Manases laf. Se was hire wer, ac he
weard ofslagen purh pzre sunnan hztan on harfestlicre
tide, ute mid his rifterum pe ripon his corn. He lzfde

148) on emn] on nemn, C (see notes); cwedon| cweden, C.
168) hetan] beten, C.
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paxre wudewan unlytel on feo 7 on 0drum xhtum, fter
his gebyrdum mycele welan on manegum begeatum; 7
hi wunode on cleznnysse xzfter hire were on hyre
upflore mid hire pinenum. Heo was swide wlitig, 7]
wenlices hiwes, 7 heo faxste symle buton on
freolsdagum, mid hxran gescryd to hire lice zfre, on
Godes ege butan unhlisan.

Deos Iudith ofaxode hu Ozias gesprc, 7 cwzd pet
hit ware witodlice unrad pet mann sceolde settan
swylcne andagan Gode, pet he binnan fif dagum pam
folce gehulpe 086e hi woldon gesecan pone Syriscan
here 7 pone ealdorman to his anwealde: ‘Ne gladiad pas
word God us to miltsunge, ac hi hine gremiad to
gramlicre yrsunge. We sceolon beon gemyndige his
mildheortnesse, forpan de we nyton nznne oderne god
buton hine znne. Uton andbidian mid eadmodnesse his
anes frofres. Abraham 7 Isaac 7 ure heahfzxderas
wurdon afandode on heora frecednessum 73 on
earfodnessum. Hi waron getrywe pam almihtigan Gode,
pe hi xfre ahredde. Hine we sceolon biddan, pet he us
geblissige, 7 of pyssere earfodnysse us generige.’

ZAfter pisum wordum, 7 0drum gebedum, heo awearp
hire haran 7 hire wudewan reaf, 7 hi sylfe geglangede
mid golde, 7 mid purpuran, 7 mid @nlicum gyrlum, 7
eode hire syddan, mid anre pinene, ut of pzre byrig. 4
bebead pam folce 7 pam foreszdan Oziam per hi na ne
hogodon embe hire far, ac wunodon on gebedum
7 gebadon for hi; 7 hi ealle wundrodon hire wlites
swide.

Heo da, on xrne mergen, to pam weardum becom,
sede per heo wolde gesecan pone ealdormann 7 hine
gewissian to his agenum willan hu he eadelice mihte
pet manncynn berxzdan, butan frecednesse his agenes

172.) wunode] wunod\e/, C. 178) witodlice] witodlice, C. 184)
nyton] nyten, C. 196) embe] for \embe/, C with ‘for’
subpuncted. 200) heo] he, C.

[201]
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folces, pxt an man ne wurde of his werode amyrred.
Hi da wundrodon hire wlites swide, 7 hire wislicra
worda, 7 mid wurdmynte hi geleddon to heora
ealdormen into his getelde. Sona swa he beseah on hire
scinendan nebbwlite, swa weard he gegripen mid dzre
galnesse his unstxddigan heortan; 7 heo aleat to his
fotum, sede per heo wiste to gewissan pinge, pet pet
Israhela folc swa yfle was gehzfd mid scearpum hungre,
7 swidlicum purste, for heora synnum wid pone sodan
God, pet hi moston ealle endemes forwurdan buton hi
Oe hrador to his rede gebugon.

Heo cwad eft 0drum worde: ‘Ic wurdige minne God
eac swilce mid pe, 7 on asettum timan ic sceal me
gebiddan gebigedum cneowum to him 7 t him ofaxian
hwanne pu eadelicost miht to pam folce becuman, mid
ealre pinre fare, tomiddes Hierusalem, be minre
wissunge, ] pu hafst hi ealle swa swa hyrdelease sceap.
Forpi ic com to pe, pet ic cydde pe pis.’

He gelyfde pa hire wordum 7 hire wel behet, 7 his
pegenas sxzdon pxt swylc wimman nzre on ealre
eordan swa fxgeres wlites, ] swa wis on sprce; 7 se
ealdorman hi het gan into his madmcleofan 7 pr wunian
odpzt he hyre word sende, 7 he het his hiredmen hire
penian of his agenum penungum 7 his estmetum. Ac heo
nolde swapeah his sanda brucan for his haxdenscipe,
ac heo hafde gebroht on hire pinene fxtelse hire
fercunge, odpxt heo hire modes smeagunge mid
weorcum gefylde.

Tudith pa abzd «t pam ealdormen pzt heo moste be
leafe, on dam langum nihtum, gan on hyre gebedum to
gebiddenne hire drihten ut of pam madmcleofan on hire
cneowgebedum, 7 he sealde hire leafe pet heo swa don
moste; 7] heo swa dyde symle on nihtum. Bxd pone
zlmihtigan God pet he hire gewissode his folce to

204) hire] hira, C. 214) Heo] He, C. 223) fegeres| fegeras, C.
224) madmcleofan] madmum, C & A (see notes). 232) dam]
dan, C. 233) madmcleofan] madmcleofan, C & A. 236)
elmibtigan] elmibtigum, C.
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ahreddinge on pzre frecednysse.

Da, on pam feordan dzxge, feormode se ealdorman his
heahpegnas on his getelde on micelre blisse, 7 bebead
his burdegne pxzt he gebringan sceolde into his
gebeorscipe pa foresedan Iudith, 7 he swa dyde. Heo
com pa geglenged for nanre galnysse, 7 stod him
xtforan swide fxgres hiwes, 7 his mod sona swide
weard ontend on hire gewilnunge to his galnesse; 7 het
hi beon blide on his gebeorscipe, 7 heo him behet pet
heo swa wolde.

Pa weard Holofernis wundorlice blide ealne pone
dxg, 7 fordrzncte hine sylfne mid pam strangum wine
ofer his gewunan, 7 ealle his pegnas eac waron
fordrancte; 7 hi efston on xfnunge to heora mane
swide, ] pa burpegnas gebrohton pone ealdormann on
anum bedde mid pare Iudith, 7 na swide ne gymdon
syd0dan heora hlafordes.

Tudith geseah pa, pa pa he on slepe was, per hire
was gerymed to hire rede wel ford; 7 het hire pinene
healdan pa duru, 7 gelxhte his agen swurd 7 sloh to
his hneccan, 7 mid twam slegum forsloh him pone
swuran, ] bewand pet bodig mid dam beddcladum.
Heo nam da per heafod, 7 his hopscytan, 7 eode hire ut
mid hire pinene swylce on gebedum, swa swa hyre
gewuna wzs, oppat hi buta becomon to pam burhgeate.

Tudith pa clypode § cwd to pam weardmannuzm: ‘Undod
pas burhgatu! God sylf is mid us, se pe mihte gefremode
on Israhela peode.” 7§ hi pa ardlice undydon pa gatu, 7
comon endemes mid leohte hire to, forpan pe hi wendon
pet heo ne com na ongean. Heo astah pa up to anum
steapum beorge, 7 xtywde per heafod him eallum,
cwedende: ‘Heri1ad, ic bidde, mid blisse urne drihten, se

pe ne forlxt on hine gelefende 7 pa pe hihtad on his

237) abreddinge] a\b/reddinge, C. 238) pam] pan, C. 244)
ontend] onteand, C. 252) gymdon] gyndon, C. 255) rede]
hrede, C. 256) swurd| swurd, C. 266) heo] hie, C; com]
come, C. 269) pe hibtad) \pe/ic hihtad, C with ‘ic’
subpuncted.
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micclum truwan, 7 on me gefylde his mildheortnesse pa
pe he behet Israheles hirede; 7 he ofsloh nu to niht on
minum handum his folces feond!” 7 heo unforht cwad:
‘Godes engel sodlice me gescylde wid hine, pet ic
unwemme eft becom to eow; 7 God self ne gepafode
pet ic gescynd wurde, ac butan besmitennysse he
asende me ongean, on his sige blissigende 7 on eowre
alysednesse.’

Hi sceawodon pa pet heafod mid swidlicre wafunge,
7 Ozias heora ealdor, 7 hi ealle samod, bletsodon Iudith
mid pissere bletsunge: ‘Drihten pe gebletsode on his
drihtenlican mihte, se de purh pe gehwyrfde ure fynd
to nahte, 7 se de nu todxg pinne naman gemzrsode,
swa pxt of manna mudum pin merd ne ateorad.’ Da com
Achior, Holofernes pegen, se e @r him gecydde
Godes gecydnesse, 7 him swa aeode, swa swa he him
sxde, peah pe he mid huxe hine hete gebindan, 7 hine
peowde to ofsleanne mid pam folce. He weard ha
afyrht @t fruman swide for dzre gesihpe, pa pa he
sceawode pet heafod. Ac he blissode sona, 7 bletsode
Tudith, 7 gelyfde siddan on pone lyfigendan God, xfter
Moyses x, pxs maran heretogan.

Tudith pa bebead pam burhwarum pus: ‘Asettad pis
heafod on pam hehstan wealle, j gad eow gewzpnode,
on Gode truwigende, nu on @rne mergen ut of pyssere
byrig. Ponne beod eowre fynd afyrhte for eow, ponne hi
heafodleasne heora ealdorman findad, ponne mage ge
gewyrcan eower word on heom.’

Hi dydon pa swa, sona on dzgred, 7 gewzpnode
ut ferdon mid folclicum truman, swide hlydende to pam
ungeleaffullum, 0%dxt pa Syriscan gesawon heora
feer; 7 hi pa woldon awreccan heora ealdorman. Ac nan
man ne dorste pa duru unlucan, ac hi woldon elles mid
gehlyde hine awreccan. Da pa him pxs ne speow purh

282) nu] nud with ‘d’ subpuncted, C. 290) lyfigendan]
yfigenda, C. 293) pam] pan, C. 299) pam] pan, C.

[323]

[334]
p-362

[347]



305

310

315

320

325

330

S. D. Lee

heora hludan spraxce, pa asendon hi inn xnne his
burdena 7 se afunde his hlaford licgan heafodleasne. 4
he pa mid wanunge wende ut ongean, secende Tudith, 7
sede pam folce: ‘An wifman hafd nu us ealle gescynd
7 urne cynehlaford! Her 1id se ealdormann heafodleas
on bedde mid his blode besyled!

Hi wurdon pa afyrhte wundorlice ealle, 7§ butan
@lcum rxde bysmorlice flugon to heora lande weard,
7 forleton heora ding heora feondum to handa pe him
fyligdon on bzc, 7 hi xfre hyndon hindan mid
wapnum; - of eallum heora burgum Ozias asende him
maran fultum, 7 afligdon hi endemes of heora earde pet
hi eft ne gecyrdon. Israhela folc pa mid znlicum sige
wendon him hamweard, 7 pa herelafa deldon betwux
him on deorwurdum sceattum, swa pzt hi wurdon swide
gewelegode; 7 hi ealle betehton Holofernes ping Iudithe
to hxbbenne, 7 hi heredon pa God mid swiplicre blisse
on sange J on dreame.

TIoachim wes gehaten heora yldesta sacerd. Se com
of Hierusalem mid eallum his preostum to Bethulian
byrig, mid mycelre blisse, pet he Tudith gesawe; - hi
hi swide bletsodon ealle pisum wordum: ‘Pu eart wuldor
sodlice ure byrig Hierusalem - Israheles bliss, ures
folces arwurdness, forpan pe pu wunodest after
pinum were wiflice on clennysse, 7 God pe gestrangode
for pare clennesse, 7 fordan pu sylf bist gebletsod on
worulde!

Tudith pa herode pone heofonlican God swyde mid
lofsange, swa swa hit on Laden us sxgd, 7 hi ealle
offrodon heora lac Gode binnan Hierusalem blide for dam

304) bhludan] b[ Jludan, C. 310) wurdon| wurdon, C. 32.0)
blisse] O begins (f.30r). 322) yldestan] y\e/ldestan, O. 323)
preostum] prestum, O. 324) micelre] micelere, O; bi] he, C.
325) eart] ert, O. 326) bliss] blis, O. 327) arwurdness|
arwurdm\e/s, O. 329) clennesse] C ends (all subsequent
material taken from O and W), clenny\e/sse, O. 333)

offrodon] offroden, O.
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340

345

350

355

360

Judith

sige. Iudith pa purhwunode on hire widewanhade
merlice for Gode on micclum wurdmynte; .c. geara heo
leofode, 7 hire lytlan heo freode, 7 pet Israhela folc
eall wunode on sibbe on eallum hire life, j eac lange
syodan.

Nis pis nan leas spel! Hit stent on Leden pus on
Oxre bibliothecan. Pat witon boceras pe paxt Leden
cunnon pxt we na ne leogad. On hire wes gefylled pas
hxzlendes cwyde: ‘Alc pe hine ahefd sceal beon
geeadmet, 7 se Oe hine geeadmet sceal beon ahafen.’
Heo eadmod 7 clzne, 7 ofercom pone modigan, lytel 7
unstrang, - alede pone miclan. Fordan pe heo getacnode
untweolice mid weorcum pa halgan geladunge pe gelyfd
nu on God, per is Cristes cyrce on eallum Cristenum
folce, his an clene bryd pe mid cenum geleafan pam
ealdum deofle of forcerf per heafod, =fre on
clennysse Criste peowigende. Iudith behet zrest pam
wxlhreowum ealdormen paxt heo wolde hine
gebringan binnan to hire folce. Ac hit nzs na ealles
leas, pet pet heo him behet, pa pa heo ber his heafod
binnan pam weallum 7 pam folce zteowde hu
hire fylste God. Pam sy a wurdmynt to worulde! Amen.

Heo nolde agan, swa swa us sxgd seo racu, pxs
welhreowan hzrereaf, pe pat folc hire forgeaf; ac
amansumode mid ealle his gyrlan, nolde hi werian, ac
awearp hi hire fram—nolde purh his hxpenscype
habban znige synne. Sume nunnan syndon pe
sceandlice libbad, tellad to lytlum gylte pet
hi hi forlicgon 7 pxt hi leohtlice magon swa lytel
gebetan. Ac heo ne bid na eft maden, gif heo hi zne

334) widewanbade] wudewanbade, A. 335) C| hundteontig,
A. 339) pus| nis, A. 340) bibliothecan] bibliothecum, O. 344)
Heo eadmod] bheo\wen/eadmod, O. 346) untweolice]
untwyolice, O. 349) forcearf] forcerf, O. 350) clennysse]
clenny\e/sse, O. 357) herereaf] berebreaf, O. 360) nunnan]
nunan, O. 361) sceandlice] scea\n/dlice, O; gylte] gylde, O.



365

370

375

380

S. D. Lee

forligd; ne heo nafd pa mede pes hundfealdan wastmes.
Nimad eow bysne be pyssere Iudith, hu clenlice heo
leofode @r Cristes acennednysse, 7 ne leogad ge na
Gode on ds godspelles timan pa halgan clennysse
pe ge Criste beheton, fordan pe he fordemd pa dyrnan
forligras - pa fulan sceandas he besengd on helle, swa
swa hit on Laden stent after Paulus lare: ‘Fornicatores &
adulteros iudicabit Deus.’

Ic wylle eac secgan, min swustor, pet mzxgdhad 5
clennys mycele mihte habbad, swa swa we gehwar
redad on martira prowungum 7 on uitas patrum,
swa swa Malchus...

Malchus da eode ut of dam scrzfe mid his gemacan
mycclum ablicged, 7 hi naman pa hors de hi pyder
brohton, 7 waron da ridende de @r waron fedende, 7
becomon to Syrian, paer dzr hi syppan wunodon xfre
on clennysse Criste deowigende. Pam sy wuldor 7 lof
a to worulde! Amen.

367) clennysse] clenmy\e/sse, O. 368) fordan] fo\g/rdan, O;
dyrnan] dy\e/rnan, O. 369) sceandas] sceanda, A (see notes).
370) Paulus] Paules, A; &] et, A. 373) clennys] clenny\e/s,
O. 374) wuitas] uita\s/, O. 375) Malchus] O ends (all
subsequent material taken entirely from W). 378) ridende]
bridende, W. 380) deowigende] deowigenne, W.
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