
Rules
=====

General rounds
--------------

There are two points for a correct answer; if the first team gets it wrong
it's passed over to the second team who get a chance to answer it for two
points.

Where the answer has two parts, give one point for one part and offer it over
for one point for the remaining part.

Where the answer has three parts, give one point for getting two parts and
offer it over for one point for the remaining part.

For date or number questions:
If the first team gets it precisely, they get the two points. Otherwise
the other team gets a guess
If either team is at least 5 times closer to the answer than the other, 2 points
Else if either team is at least 2 times closer to the answer, 1 point
Else nobody gets any points

Time limit is one minute for the first team, then twenty seconds if it's
passed over.

List questions
--------------

A category will be named. The teams have 30 seconds thinking time, and then in
turn, their captains must name a member of the category within 5 seconds [can
be a little bit lax so long as they're not stalling].

When one team gives up or runs out of time, they lose, and the other team is
awarded one point. The winning team is then given a chance to make more guesses, and gets one point for each 
correct answer so given, to a maximum of five points total for the question

If between them they get all the answers on the list, both teams get five
points.

Wrong answers don't count against them; if they have time left say 'try again'
and it's ok if they get a right answer in time.

Taboo
-----

The two teams will have the same list of words to guess. The first team will
go out of the room while the second plays.

One person is the speaker; the rest of their team are the guessers.

The speaker has a list of twelve words or short phrases, which they will go
through in order. For each word on the list, a few 'taboo words' are also
given.

The speaker must describe the word or phrase without saying any of the words



on the paper (either the words to guess or the taboo words).

The guessers can guess as often as they like while the speaker is speaking. If
one of them guesses correctly, the questionmaster says "correct" and the
speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

To count as guessing correctly, the guesser must say exactly what's on the
card, except that we don't care about 'the' or any singular/plural
distinction.

The speaker can say "Pass" and move on to the next word or phrase; if they do
that they can't go back.

If the speaker says any of the words on the card, the questionmaster says
"foul" and the speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

'little words' like 'the' and 'of' don't count as fouls. Derivatives of the
words do count as fouls; for example, if the word is "post" they may not say
"postage" or "postman", and if it is "swim" they may not say "swimmer".

The speaker may not say what letter the word starts with, or say how many
words or letters there are, or anything like that. They may not use 'rhymes
with' or 'sounds like' clues. They may mime.

The speaker won't be given any time to look at the list before they start. We
time how long it takes them to get through the whole list. There is a twenty
second penalty for each pass or foul. If they take more than 240 seconds for
the twelve questions we count it as only 240 seconds.

We'll award one point to the team with the shorter time for each fifteen
seconds of time difference (rounded up).



Non-middle-earth questions 

1) How many Rovers are there in Roverandom? 

Three (Roverandom, Moon dog, Sea dog)

2) How did Niggle's painting of a tree begin? 

With a leaf caught in the wind. 

3) When Farmer Giles first meets the dragon, how does the dragon try to trick him? 

He tells Giles he's dropped something. 

4) What line comes next? "I bow not yet before the Iron Crown," 

"Nor cast my own small golden sceptre down." 

5) Who is being spoken of? 

"His head was higher than the helm of kings 
with heathen crowns, his heart keener 
and his soul clearer than swords of heroes 
polished and proven;" 
Beorhtnoth 

6) In Tolkien's version of the Lay of the Volsungs, after Sigurd wakes Brynhild she decides to leave him 
for a time. What reason does she give? 

She won't marry him until he is a king. 

7) Before they were married, how did JRR and Edith amuse themselves with sugar-lumps in a 
Birmingham tea-shop? 

They sat on the balcony and threw them into the hats of passers-by. 

8) What made Tolkien's swimming-race with Charles Wrenn particularly challenging? 

They were smoking their pipes (and wearing panama hats). 



1) List of horses and ponies named in the Lord of the Rings 

Arod 
Asfaloth 
Bill 
Bumpkin 
Fatty Lumpkin 
Felaróf 
Firefoot 
Hasufel 
Lightfoot 
Roheryn 
Shadowfax 
Sharp-ears 
Snowmane 
Strider 
Stybba 
Swish-tail 
White-socks 
Windfola 
Wise-nose 

2) Names of men in the Silmarillion chapter “Of Men” -- count Elvish and English as separate even 
when they have the same meanings 

Atani -- the Second People 
Hildor -- the Followers 
Apanónar -- the Afterborn 
Engwar -- the Sickly 
Fírimar -- the Mortals 
the Usurpers 
the Strangers 
the Inscrutable 
the Self-cursed 
the Heavy-handed 
the Night-fearers 
the Children of the Sun 
the Younger Children of Ilúvatar



Second, Third and Fourth ages 

1) Two prophecies of Malbeth the Seer are described in the Lord of the Rings. One is about Aragorn and 
the paths of the dead. What is the other about? 

Arvedui claiming the crown of Gondor (or being the last king of Arthedain). 

2) Why did Castamir lead a rebellion in Gondor? 

Because the king's mother wasn't a Gondorian. 

3) In Númenor, Gondor, and Arnor, what was mettarë? 

The last day of the year. 

4) In Númenor, what was the Eruhantalë? 

A prayer of thanksgiving to Eru (offered by the king in the autumn). 

5) Which poem do we know to have been written in the Fourth Age? 

The Sea-Bell 

6) Who would "stalk like a snow-troll into the camps of his enemies"?

Helm

7) What was the year of the Great Plague?

1636 TA (Third Age)

8) Around when were the Three Rings completed?

1590 SA (Second Age)



Tolkien in Other Media 

1) What is the first line of Leonard Nimoy's song, "The Ballad of Bilbo Baggins" ? 

In the middle of the Earth, in the land of Shire, lived a brave little hobbit whom we all admire. 

2)  What is the final event depicted in Ralph Bakshi's 1978 animated version of "The Lord of the Rings"?

Something like: Gandalf rides up, saving the day at the battle of Helm's Deep 

3) In what year did a West End musical version of the Lord of the Rings open? 

2007

4)  Who voiced Frodo in the BBC radio adaptation of "The Lord of the Rings"? 

Ian Holm 

5) Other than himself, which artist did Tolkien choose to illustrate some of his works? 

Pauline Baynes 

6) Who provided the artwork for the first illustrated edition of The Silmarillion? 

Ted Nasmith 

7) If played back to back, what would the total combined running time for the extended editions of the 
three recent Lord of the Rings movies be?

683 minutes = 11 hours, 23 minutes

8) How many pieces of armour did Weta Workshop create as props for the three recent Lord of the Rings 
films?

48,000 



1st Age 

1) Who said: All else is dark to me; yet it may be that our three paths lead back to Doriath, and we may 
meet before the end. ? 

Huan 

       2) What was the second battle in the Wars of Beleriand called? 

Dagor-nuin-Giliath OR - Battle under the stars 

3)  What was the name of Fingolfin's horse? 

Rochallor 

4) What is the name of Fingolfin’s mother?

Indis

       5)    What line comes next? Then Celegorm no more would stay ... 

               And Curufin smiled and turned away 

        6) Who first told Thingol about the kinslaying?
Círdan

        7)   Which of the Noldor in Beleriand had the largest kingdom? 

Finrod

        8)  Who persuaded Thingol to allow the people of Haleth to settle in Brethil?

Finrod



Lord of the Rings 

1) What is being described here? Then there was a long trailing shriek, fading away into an unguessable 
distance; and after that silence. 

The defeat of the Barrow-wight. 

2) What is being closed here? It shut with a clang, and the lock clicked. The sound was ominous. 

The gate to the Old Forest. 

3) What is the last sentence of the last chapter of The Two Towers? 

Frodo was alive but taken by the Enemy. 

4) What is the first sentence of the first chapter of The Return of the King? 

Pippin looked out from the shelter of Gandalf's cloak. 

5) What gift did Bilbo leave for Adelard Took, and why? 

An umbrella. Adelard had carried off many unlabelled ones. 

6) What was Frodo's chief part in the Battle of Bywater? 

Preventing the hobbits slaying those of their enemies who threw down their 
weapons. 

7) What is the next line? Ere iron was found or tree was hewn, 

“When young was mountain under moon;” 

8) What is the next line? Cold be hand and heart and bone, 

“and cold be sleep under stone”



The Hobbit 

1) Who said "I did not come for presents.", and to whom? 

Bilbo to Smaug (partial credit to be awarded only if the other team gets it completely wrong) 

2) On the map in the Hobbit, what name is given to the Anduin? 

Great River of Wilderland 

3) On the day they met the trolls, what colour stockings was Thorin wearing? 

Yellow 

4) When Bilbo is leaving the Lonely Mountain for the last time, when does he say that tea at Bag End is? 

Four 

5) What is the title of the chapter after On the Doorstep? 

Inside Information 

6) What forced Bilbo to believe that the unexpected party wasn't a bad dream? 

The washing-up 

7) Complete the sentence: You are more worthy to wear the armour of elf-princes than 

"many that have looked more comely in it" 

8) During the Unexpected Party, when Thorin explains the dwarves' plan to retrieve their gold, when does 
he say the trouble would begin? 

After the Long Lake.



Taboo round 1

Weathertop
[Amon Sul, hill, Nazgul, Ringwraith]

Ringbearer
[bear, carry, ring, Bilbo, Frodo]

Smaug
[Dragon, Thorin, Mountain, Hobbit]

Father Christmas Letters
[Book, Saint, Noel]

Ulmo
[Valar, God, Sea, Water]

Quenya
[Elvish, Sindarin, Language, Elf]

Galathea
[Cow, Giles, Ham]

Lothlorien
[Forest, Galadriel, Celeborn]

Inklings
[Tolkien, Lewis, Writing]

Durin
[Dwarf, Moria, Khazad-Dum]

Errantry
[Poem, Mariner, Earendil]

Bag End
[Hobbit, Hole, Bilbo, Frodo]



Taboo round 2

A Long-expected Party
[Start, Chapter, Birthday, Book, Ring]

Arnor
[Kingdom, Gondor, North]

Nori
[Dwarf, Ori, Dori]

Barahir
[Felagund, Beren, Ring]

Michel Delving
[Town, Shire]

The Professor
[Tolkien, J.R.R.]

Gollum
[Riddle, Precious, Ring, Smeagol, Deagol]

Orthanc
[Isengard, Sarmuman, Curunir]

Gondolin
[Turgon, City, Hidden, Mountains]

Mr Bliss
[Book, Girabbit]

Narsil
[Sword, Andúril, Reforged]

Daeron
[Minstrel, Thingol, Lúthien, Doriath]


