Installing and Using RoboGreek
RoboGreek is a small utility that lets you type Unicode Greek in any Unicode-supporting Windows
programme. You will need to use a font that supports the full range of Greek characters, such as
Calibri (the default font in Word)—but there are many others.

1. Download the file

Your browser may automatically save the file in your Downloads folder, or allow you to choose
where to save it. Make sure you put the file somewhere where it won’t get deleted. RoboGreek does
not need to be installed to work.

2. Double-click the file RoboGreekStandard1v4 (or whatever the current version is)

Mame Date modified Type

f. RoboGreekStandardlvd.exe 20/04/2020 14:41 Application

Depending on your version of Windows, you might see a warning window like the following.

Windows protected your PC

defender SmartScreen prevented an unrecognised app from
nning this app might put your PC at risk.

Click on “More Info”, and then on the next screen, click on “Run Anyway”

Windows protected your PC
Microsoft Defender SmartScreen prevented an unrecognised app from
starting. Runnir might put your PC at risk.

Application: RoboC andardiv32.exe
Publisher:  Unknown publisher
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Now RoboGreek should run. You will see a loading screen (briefly), and then a small icon should
appear in the icon tray at the bottom right of the screen.
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If you don’t see the icon, it may be that you need to click on the little “A” sign at the left of your icon
tray:
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3. Right-click on the icon and you will see a menu of options

Add to Startup Folder
About

Help

MNew Unicode (click to stop)
Quit
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e C(Click on “Add to Startup Folder” to get RoboGreek to load every time you start your
computer. If you have added RoboGreek to the start-up folder already, you will see the
option to “Remove from Startup Folder”.

e “Quit” completely exits the programme.

o “Help” provides a reminder of how the programme works, and of the various keys:

Flobolireek is a small iy which enables the user ta type accented Greek in any Unicads-supporting Windows program. When the program is

running, i it i the spstem {12y ot the boitom right of the screen, moritoring the keyboard input. When the Greek kepboard is aclivated [for example,

by clicking the FeboGreek ican), then Greek letters and accents can be typed directl from the keyboard, -l details are given below. Clicking on the |
FioboGireek icon again wil swilch the keyboard back 1o noml input

Flobolireek Standard does nat change the font in you application, so before you star typing you should make sure you are using a Uinicode font thet
contains all the Greek characters you need. For example, f you are using the lalest version of Times New Roman, you waLld see the unaccented
Greek leters without any problem. but when you o add an accent, Windaws wileither show 2 box or autematically switch to 2 diferen font to
supply the characte:.

“ou can set Rboliresk t start sutomatically every time you statt your somputer - ust right-click on the FioboGreek icon and select "Add to Startup
Folder' If you wish to stop RabaGresk starting automatically. then right-ciick on the FioboGreek icon and select Remove from Startup’

To uninstall Aobalireek. just delete the il FoboGireckStandard exe. Before pou do this you should first make sure that FaboGireek is not starting up
automaically (ses above], and slso that the program is not tunring [i so, press ALT +- of right-click on the icon and select Dui)

FiobofGreek Standard can only add accents / breathings to the last letter typed, Type the letter first and then add accents / breathings as required.

Each accent / breathing can be addsd / temoved independently. For example, pressing Alt + / will add an acute accent: pressing it again will remove
it. Pressing Al + . [commal will add & rough breathing: pressing Al + . [period] will change the rough breathing to & smooth breathing.

@ - &« -0 p -t MTe - acueaccent ALT +0[zer0]
B - b o« -k olc josfify ALT+Y - grave accent leficlickicon 1 SWich keyboard
- g o1t -t AT+ - roughbreathing
5-d a-m U AT+ - smoohbresting AL +- [rinus]
-8 v oo £ AT+ - intsubsoipt tight-click icon 3 Exitpragram
S o ATe: - diiresis andl select Qi

hoe - @ w -y ATes - circumflex

9 s o-p e -ow

‘ e - x - - ALT+D - dothenesath letter —r—
e Most users can ignore the “New Unicode (click to stop)” option: for details see below.




4. To start typing Greek, either click on the icon, or press ALT + 0 (zero)

When RoboGreek is in Greek mode, you will see a little red ‘X’ in the corner of the icon in the icon-

tray:

To stop typing Greek, either click on the icon, or press ALT + 0 (zero) again.

To add accents / breathings / iota subscripts etc. to a letter, first type the letter, then add the
diacritical marks one by one. You can add them in any order, change one into another, or remove
them, and you can keep doing this until the next letter is typed. Once you have typed a new letter,
the previous letter cannot be edited — if you want to change the accents, you have to delete the
vowel and type it again.

So for example, in Greek mode, press ‘a’ for an ‘alpha’ (a), then ALT + / to add an acute accent (d),
then ALT +, (comma) to add a rough breathing (@), and then ALT + J to add an iota subscript (Q). If
you want to remove the acute accent, press ALT + / again (@) or to change the acute to a grave, press
ALT +\ (Q). You can keep the ALT key pressed all the time you are adding accents or breathings etc.
To switch back to ordinary letters, press ALT + 0 again.

Keyboard Layout

[Note: to access the shaded symbols, press ALT + the relevant key].
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Spacebar

To get a mid-level dot, press SHIFT + ; (semi-colon) (marked in red)



Keycharts

Greek to Roman Roman to Greek
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Accents etc.

Acute: ALT +/

Grave: ALT +\

Rough breathing: ALT +, (comma)

Smooth breathing: ALT + . (period)

Circumflex: ALT + =

Diaresis: ALT +;

lota subscript: ALT +)

underscore dot: ALT+D

Switch Greek on/off: ALT+0

Exit programme: ALT + -

New Unicode option

The early Unicode specifications differentiated between the ancient and the modern Greek acute
accents, so for every vowel + acute accent there were two characters: one ‘ancient’ and one
‘modern’. These were however identical in almost every font. More recent versions of the Unicode
specification suggest that there should be only one character (the ‘modern’ one), and that all vowel
+ acute accent combinations should be coded to the ‘modern’ character. Before version 1.4,
RoboGreek produced the ‘ancient’ character, but from version 1.4 it produces the ‘modern’ one. The
option to switch back to producing the ancient character is provided in case anyone should need it.
To do this, right-click on the RoboGreek icon and click on “New Unicode (click to stop)”. RoboGreek
will now output e.g. alpha + acute as character 1F71 rather than 03AC. To restore the output to the
modern character, right-click on the RoboGreek icon again and click on “New Unicode (click to
enable)”. For more details, see https://wiki.digitalclassicist.org/Greek Unicode duplicated vowels.



https://wiki.digitalclassicist.org/Greek_Unicode_duplicated_vowels

