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Welcome  

Welcome to the Oxford Medieval Studies Programme for Trinity Term!  

The term start is marked by the performance of the Medieval Mystery Cycle on 27 April 2019. By 
the time, you read this, it will have already taken place but you can read more about it and 
catch up on https://www.seh.ox.ac.uk/mystery-cycle where recordings of all the plays will be 
posted. 

This term's Medieval Studies Seminar will be given by Kate Rudy and 
in Michaelmas Term we are going to repeat the ‘Medieval Roadshow’. 

TT2019, week 8, Tuesday 18 June 2018, 5pm (Taylor Institution) 
Kathryn M. Rudy (St Andrews): 4 ways to use technology to 
spy on the past  
Kate is the author of numerous books and articles which 
ingeneously use different forms of technological approaches to 
access the materiality of medieval manuscripts - and many of 
them are open access online, so take a look at her publication 
list e.g. Piety in Pieces: How Medieval Readers Customized 
their Manuscripts 

MT2019, week 8, Tuesday 4 December, 5pm, Medieval Roadshow 
(Taylor Institution)  

Francis Leneghan (English) and Henrike Lähnemann (German),  
Co-Directors of the Programme for 2019  

https://www.seh.ox.ac.uk/mystery-cycle
https://risweb.st-andrews.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/kathryn-m-rudy-frse(9997878d-5d43-4679-a8be-f2ba4cb6c55e)/researchoutput.html
https://risweb.st-andrews.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/kathryn-m-rudy-frse(9997878d-5d43-4679-a8be-f2ba4cb6c55e)/researchoutput.html
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/542
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Events 

Week 1 | Book at Lunchtime: Laura Slater on Art and Political Thought in Medieval England c.1150-
1350 
12:30pm Book at Lunchtime at TORCH Seminar Room  

Week 3 | Present-minded players: the fan-historians of virtual worlds 
 
Dr Nick Webber 13 May 2019, 1pm, History Faculty (Merze Tate Room) 
 
Website: https://fapmw.web.ox.ac.uk/present-minded-
players-fan-historians-virtual-worlds 
 
 

Week 5 | Faith and Reason: The ‘Double Truth’ in 
the Arabic and Latin Traditions  

 

https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/event/book-at-lunchtime-art-and-political-thought-in-medieval-england-c.1150-1350
https://fapmw.web.ox.ac.uk/present-minded-players-fan-historians-virtual-worlds
https://fapmw.web.ox.ac.uk/present-minded-players-fan-historians-virtual-worlds
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Week 6 | Lecture-recital of medieval song 

Scholars and performers of medieval music from Oxford and beyond will give a presentation on the issues surrounding the 
performance of 13th- and 14th-century music. The presentation will feature live performances. 

3pm, 7th June, New College Antechapel. Attendance is free but registration in advance is mandatory. To register, please email 
joseph.mason@new.ox.ac.uk 

This event has been kindly supported by the New College Ludwig Fund and by 
TORCH. 

Conferences, Workshops, Summer Schools, 
Call for Papers 

Conference: Music and Late Medieval European Court 
Cultures 
Faculty of Music, University of Oxford, 26-27 September 
2019 
 
Late medieval European court cultures have traditionally been studied 
from a mono-disciplinary and national(ist) perspective. This has 
obscured much of the interplay of cultural performances that informed 
“courtly life”. Recent work by medievalists has routinely challenged 
this, but disciplinary boundaries remain strong. The MALMECC project 
therefore has been exploring late medieval court cultures and the role 
of sounds and music in courtly life across Europe in a transdisciplinary, 
team-based approach that brings together art history, general history, 
literary history, and music history. Team members explore the 
potential of transdisciplinary work by focusing on discrete subprojects 
within the chronological boundaries 1280-1450 linked to each other 
through shared research axes, e.g., the social condition of ecclesiastic(s at) courts, the transgenerational and 
transdynastic networks generated by genetic lineage and marriage, the performativity of courtly artefacts and 
physical as well as social spaces, and the social, linguistic and geographic mobility of court(ier)s. 

Since the inception of the project, the MALMECC team have conducted an international project workshop dedicated 
to methodological innovation in late medieval studies (2017), and a series of  international study days (2018-19), 
focussing on late medieval ecclesiastic courts, late medieval multilingualism and cultural exchanges across 
linguistic boundaries, and cardinals’ and papal households of Avignon as transcultural hubs. A fourth international 
study day probing the transnational qualities of courtly life in north-western Europe is scheduled for March 2019 in 
Liège (Belgium). 
In the project conference, we hope to unite as many strands of court studies as possible and invite speakers from 
any discipline engaged with the long fourteenth century (c. 1280-1450) to join us in exploring phenomena of late 
medieval courtly life from a transdisciplinary angle. Submissions for papers may address (but need not be limited 
to) one or several of the following thematic strands:  

 Image: Frères Limbourg, “Septembre”,  
Les très riches heures du duc de Berry (Chantilly, Musée Condé, Ms 65, fol. 9v). 

Please send abstracts of 250-400 words to Martha Buckley, project support coordinator 
(martha.buckley@humanities.ox.ac.uk). Deadline: 5 May 2019. 
 

mailto:joseph.mason@new.ox.ac.uk
mailto:martha.buckley@humanities.ox.ac.uk
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Conference |Pilgrimage & the Senses 
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Old Norse Poetry in Performance (22-23 June 2019) 
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Call for Posters | Harlaxton Medieval Symposium 
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The Lyell Lectures 2019 | Professor Richard Sharpe 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning 30 April; Reception following the first lecture  
5 pm, Lecture Theatre, Weston Library 

Libraries and books in medieval England: the role of libraries in a changing book economy 

April 30: Medieval Libraries of Great Britain   
May 2:  English Medieval Library Catalogues 
May 7: Library Books and Personal Books 
May 9: Turnover in Libraries 
May 14: Growth, Competition, Stability, Loss, Renewal 
May 16: Decay and Closure of Libraries 

All welcome.  

Conference |3-4 May, Navigating the text: textual division and articulation across cultures 
 
Merton College and The Queen's College, Oxford 
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O'Donnell Lecture: 'When is Variation a Dialect? The Case of Old Irish' 
 
Professor David Stifter will deliver this year's O'Donnell Lecture  
at 5pm on Friday 10 May in Lecture Theatre 2, English Faculty, St Cross 
Building. 
 
Admission is free, all are welcome. 
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Earth, Sea, Sky: an Environmental Humanities Research Network 
 

“Earth, Sea, Sky” will foster new international 
dialogue at Oxford in studies of medieval and early 
modern literature and visual culture. Its central aim 
is to examine the varied and contested premodern 
approaches to the natural world, as well as how this 
premodern archive resonates with contemporary 
concerns around environmental degradation and 
global warming. 
In three linked symposia over three years we will 
focus on each domain of “Earth, Sea, Sky.” We 
commence at Oxford on “Earth,” the most 
anthropocentric, localized, and thereby familiar of 
the domains. We consider how premodern texts 
configure this element in proximity to various 
vantage points: local, regional, and national as well 
as theological, cultural, human, non/human, and 
creaturely. For “Earth,” our key terms might 
include the elements, atoms, weather systems, 
horizons and borders, omniscience, the via 
negativa, and dimensionalities (flat, round, height, 
length volume). Although growing out of our home 
disciplines in English literary studies and art history, 
we imagine each event to be an opportunity to 
reanimate forgotten perspectives – those that have 

vanished – in work that productively traverses disciplinary and period boundaries. 
 
The project’s principal investigators are Dr. Tom White (Oxford), Dr. Todd Borlik (University of Huddersfield), Dr. 
Tiffany Jo Werth (University of California, Davis), and Dr. Vin Nardizzi (University of British Columbia). “Earth, Sea, 
Sky” also will benefit from the ongoing collaboration of the principal investigators as members of Oecologies, a 
research cluster of scholars from across the Humanities who investigate the idea of ‘oecology,’ an older spelling of 
the modern concept ‘ecology.’ Retaining this defamiliarizing spelling, this collective asks how we might rethink 
‘ecology’ through the study of premodern natural history. 
“Earth, Sea, Sky” is party funded by the TORCH International Partnership Scheme. 
  
For more information in the project, check out these social media links: 
Twitter: 
@___TomWhite___ 
@Nardizzi1 
@oecologies 
Facebook: Oecologies. 
https://www.facebook.com/oecologies/ 
Website: (project page—still under construction, but emerging!) 
https://oecologies.com/projects-2/ 
Contact: 
Thomas White 
thomas.white@ell.ox.ac.uk 
 

  

http://oecologies.com/
https://torch.ox.ac.uk/torch-international-partnership-scheme
https://www.facebook.com/oecologies/
https://oecologies.com/projects-2/
mailto:thomas.white@ell.ox.ac.uk
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Lecture & Conference | Aquinas Institute 
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Conference | “Fan Cultures and the Premodern World” (5 and 6 July 2019) 
 
History Faculty, University of Oxford, 5-6 July 
2019  
Following the success of the July 2018 colloquium, 
we are announcing a conference “Fan Cultures and 
the Premodern World” to be held at Oxford on 5 and 
6 July 2019.  
 
We welcome proposals on various aspects of 
premodern (ancient, medieval, early modern) 
culture which can be better understood through the 
lens of the modern phenomena of fanfic, cosplay, 
celebrity studies, LARP, gaming etc. Questions 
discussed may include but are not limited to:  
 
- Premodern authors as fanboys and fangirls  
- Intersectionality and fandom  
- The “dark side” of fandom – negative consequences 
of fannish devotion, including backlash to changes in 
canonical fan works  
- Media as message(s) – the impact of media type on 
fandom and fan communities  
- Game as a spiritual experience  
- “Democratisation” of narrative  
- Canon, fanon, sequels and adaptations  
- Authorial self-inserts  
- Theories of fanfiction and how they intersect or intervene in conversations around premodern texts, 
authorship and readership 
- Scholars as fans  
- Politics of co-opting another’s identity  
- Readers as (re-)writers  
- Cosplay as a part of ritual 
  
Please send your proposals (of about 250 words) by 15 APRIL (DEADLINE 
EXTENDED) to Juliana.dresvina@history.ox.ac.uk 
 

mailto:Juliana.dresvina@history.ox.ac.uk
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Conference | Middle High German 2019 
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The Mark Whittow Memorial Conference  | 
"Urban and Rural Landscapes in the Medieval Mediterranean" 
 
will be held on 26 and 27 June at St John's College, Oxford. 
 
Please contact Gillian Cane on: krc.office@orinst.ox.ac.uk, 01865 (2)78222 to book your place, and for 
further details. 
Attendance is free with a voluntary contribution to the Mark Whittow Memorial Fund. 

 

 

mailto:krc.office@orinst.ox.ac.uk
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Dark Archives 
 

 

Quantifying the Dark Archives  (or ‘the medieval unread and unreadable’) Bringing the Dark Archives to 

the Light via any relevant discipline and topic, including the following: 

Preliminary Definitions: What are the total quantities and ratios of read and unread material, by institution and 

genre, down to the folio level? What is gone forever from our medieval knowledge? What else is missing 
(including what has survived but still been effectively obliterated from our awareness)? 

The Future of Archives: Given limited budgets, what should be scanned first and how - by institution or genre, 

systematically or piecemeal? What might specific  collections of unscanned material have to offer to our 
knowledge? 

Ex Machina: How might existing transcription and classification technology bring the Dark Archives to the light, 

were they fully scanned? How much  of the lost might we reconstitute from stitching together scanned manuscript 
fragments? How much might we infer, or simulate, from machine-assembled knowledge? What institutional, 

financial and disciplinary co-operations are needed for these goals? What can Computer Science offer Medieval 

Studies in the future? 
The Future of Metadata: How will our current fragmented bodies of records  (‘metadata’) need to evolve to cope 

with complete transcription of the archives?  

Returning from Dust:  Broadly, what might we recover (e.g. reception-histories of Greek, Hebrew and Arabic; 
the voices of the unlettered)? What role imagination of the medieval unread and unreadable (then and now)? 

Scepticism:  Cultural treasure or ‘Junk DNA’?; Babel; could the use of  technology degrade medievalist skills and 

inquiry? Building ‘known unknowns (and unknowables)’ into our medieval knowledge; learning from the past. 
For day three, we also invite demonstrations of technology that medievalists can already use to explore the Dark 

Archives. 

To register, please follow the link to http://darkarchiv.es or email 

ssmll@history.ox.ac.uk 

mailto:ssmll@history.ox.ac.uk
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Seminars 

Perspectives on Education from the Ancient and Medieval Mediterranean.  
 

Mondays, 5.30 pm, Trinity Term 2019, 
Swire Seminar Room, University College. 
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Medieval History Seminar  
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Medieval Church and Culture 
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Late Antique and Byzantine Seminar 
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Medieval Economic and Social History Seminar 
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Medieval French Seminar 
 
The Medieval French Seminar will meet at the Maison Française on Tuesday in Weeks 1, 3, 5, and 7, from 
17:00 for papers beginning at 17:15 
30 April 2019 – Jean-Jacques Vincensini (Tours): ‘Contra naturam: penser théologiquement et 
fictionnellement les loups-garous’ 
14 May 2019 – Victoria Turner (St Andrews): ‘Race, Sex, and Sin in Medieval French Crusading Narratives’ 
28 May 2019 – Thelma Fenster (Fordham): ‘Christine de Pizan on the Inclinacions of Woman: From the 
Epistre au dieu d'Amours to the Cité des dames’ 
11 June 2019 – Eliza Zingesser (Columbia): ‘Chrétien the Jay: Avian Rhetoric in Philomena’ 
 

Medieval German Seminar  
 
Wed 11:15-12:45, week 1-7, St Edmund Hall, Old Library, week 1-7 

The Graduate Seminar in Medieval German takes place every Wednesday during term time 11:15-1pm. It 
is regularly attended by academic staff, academic visitors, graduate students and by German visiting 
students. All welcome! The topic for this term is Konrad von Würzburg, Partonopier und Meliur  

There will be a guest lecture by Annette Gerok-Reiter (Tübingen), Mythos und Ästhetik: 
Ordnungsgemengelagen in Veldekes Aeneasroman”, on Thursday, 9 May 2019, 8pm in Somerville College 
(New Powell Room). All welcome! 

If you are interested to be added to the mailing list for the seminar, write to Henrike Lähnemann 
henrike.laehnemann@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk, Almut Suerbaum almut.suerbaum@some.ox.ac.uk or Annette 
Volfing annette.volfing@oriel.ox.ac.uk For further information, follow @MedGermOx on Twitter. 

Early Slavonic Seminar 
 
The seminar will take place in the Main Hall of the Taylor Institution, St. Giles’ St. at 5.00 – 6.00 pm 
Sessions will be followed by a discussion and a trip to the pub 

 

mailto:henrike.laehnemann@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:almut.suerbaum@some.ox.ac.uk
mailto:annette.volfing@oriel.ox.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/MedGermOx
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Medieval English Research Seminar 
 
The seminar meets each Wednesday in term at 5.15 p.m. in Lecture Theatre 2, St Cross 
Building. Everyone interested is invited to attend. 
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Old Frisian Summer School 
 
Please register and pay online. The online registration form can be found on the website www.ling-
phil.ox.ac.uk/oldfrisian. Price for ‘early bird’ registration before 1st April: £400. Full price: £450. Registration 
includes lectures, 
workshops, library visits, coffee/tea/3 course lunch. Registration deadline: 31st May. 
 
For additional information please contact us by e-mail at: oldfrisian@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk (for all interested) or 
ofss@rug.nl (for students from Groningen University). 
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Reading Groups and Societies 

The Medieval Book Club: Friendship 
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Middle English Reading Group (MERG) Troilus and Criseyde 
 

 
 

Anglo-Norman Reading Group 
 
ODD FRIDAYS IN TERM 
(i.e. of 1st, 3rd, 5th and 7th Weeks) 
5-6.30pm at Exeter College (weeks 1 and 3) and Cohen Quad (weeks 5 and 7) 
 
This group provides a relaxed and collaborative forum in which to read, translate and discuss a wide 
variety of Anglo-Norman texts. This term we’ll be reading Grosseteste's “Chateau d'Amour”. 
The selected passages will be provided in hard copy in sessions and will also be available online in 
advance via the group Dropbox folder. 
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On 14th June we welcome Dr Marianne Ailes, who will be presenting a paper on the importance of not 
separating Anglo-Norman from the rest of Francophonia, and we will look at an extract at the Egerton 
“Brut” in this session. The speaker session will be followed by our termly dinner. 
 
As usual, refreshments will be provided, and all are very welcome. 
For further information or to be added to our mailing list, please contact Myriam Frenkel 
(myriam.frenkel@ell.ox.ac.uk) 

 

Old English Reading Group 

The Old English reading group continues this term on Thursdays of ODD weeks, starting May 2nd. We will 
again be reading the prose psalms attributed to King Alfred, picking up at psalm 22. Meetings take place 
at the Victoria, Jericho 5.30 till 7 and are open to anyone interested, with any level of 
experience. Email roxanne.taylor@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk with questions and to receive PDFs of the text. 

Germanic Reading Group  

The Germanic Reading Group meets Tuesdays 11:30 at Somerville College from week 2. For further 
information email Nelson Goering nelson.goering@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk or Howard 
Jones  howard.jones@keble.ox.ac.uk 

Medieval Italian Reading Group (‘Madness’)  

Tuesdays weeks 2, 6, 8, 5:30–6:30pm (except 
week 2, 4:30–5:30pm) 
Balliol College, Bajpai Room 

For more information email Lachlan Hughes 
(lachlan.hughes@magd.ox.ac.uk) or Caroline 
Dormor (caroline.dormor@balliol.ox.ac.uk) 

Bibitura Dantis Oxoniensis 

A lectura dantis series with a twist. We’ll be 
meeting in various pubs around Oxford for a 
reading and discussion of a canto from Dante’s 
Divina Commedia. All welcome, and translations 
will be provided. 

Tuesdays weeks 1,3,5,7, 5:30–6:30pm at various 
pubs around Oxford 

 week 1: Par. 6 @ Kings Arms 

 week 3: Inf. 28 @ The Chequers 

 week 5: Purg. 8 @ Turf Tavern 

 week 7: Purg. 28 @ St Aldate’s Tavern 

For more information follow us on twitter: 
@BibituraDantis  

mailto:myriam.frenkel@ell.ox.ac.uk
mailto:roxanne.taylor@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk
mailto:nelson.goering@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk
mailto:howard.jones@keble.ox.ac.uk
mailto:lachlan.hughes@magd.ox.ac.uk
mailto:caroline.dormor@balliol.ox.ac.uk
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Accessibility and Updates 

Inside is the full programme of medieval events taking place in Oxford in Hilary Term 2019. 
The booklet does not claim to be comprehensive. It only includes such entries as were 
submitted.  
If you wish to have further information for the seminars listed in this booklet, please consult the 
name of the convener of the seminar (where given) or the appropriate Faculty. 
Please send any entries for next term’s booklet both to Henrike Lähnemann 
OxMedStud@gmail.com and to the Communications Officer comms@history.ox.ac.uk at the 
Faculty of History, George Street 
 

 
 
What is happening: 

 Weekly Coffee Mornings, every Friday 10:30-11:30am in the Visiting Scholars Centre of the Weston 
Library 

 A shared calendar on the website torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies 

 Regular email updates via the mailing list medieval-news@maillist.ox.ac.uk; if you are not on the 
list, please send an email to History Faculty Communications comms@history.ox.ac.uk and ask to 
be included in the list. You can also sign up on the website torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies. 
Should you know of any medievalist new to Oxford – whether student, staff, or academic visitor – 
please also alert them to the list. 

 Podcasts and videos about medievalists and medieval projects on the podcast and itunes server of 
the University podcasts.ox.ac.uk 

Any suggestions: get in contact with Henrike Lähnemann or Francis Leneghan, either via email, 
via twitter @OxMedStud or coming to the Coffee Morning. Welcome are also blog entries to go 
up on the website - email torch@humanities.ox.ac.uk 

mailto:OxMedStud@gmail.com?subject=Medieval%20Booklet
mailto:comms@history.ox.ac.uk
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies
mailto:medieval-news@maillist.ox.ac.uk
mailto:comms@history.ox.ac.uk?subject=Medieval%20News
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/gsearch/medieval
https://twitter.com/OxMedStud
mailto:torch@humanities.ox.ac.uk?subject=Blog%20post

