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Welcome to the Oxford Medieval Studies Programme for Trinity 2026!

"

A GBOFFL of Medieval Germanists gathering

Welcome to Trinity Term 2026 and the season of conferencing getting in full swing! The picture
above shows graduate students in medieval German literature from Geneva, Bern, Oxford, Freiburg
(im Breisgau), Freiburg (im Uechtland), and Lausanne (GBOFFL in short) who came for a two-day
workshop to Oxford. For the full report by Giovanna Truong, head over to
https://medieval.ox.ac.uk/gboffl-2026/.

This is meant as a call-out for reports for the Oxford Medieval Studies blog. We are always happy
to feature not only calls for papers but also conference reports and announcements of new
publications. Just contact Tristan Alphey or one of us; there is also the possibility of being added
to the blog as ‘author’ and to be able to edit your own seminar series or event.

Henrike Lahnemann (German) & Lesley Smith (History), Co-Directors for 2025/26
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Welcome to Stratis Papaioannou

Stratis Papaioannou joined the University of r
Oxford and Exeter College in April 2026 as |
Professor of Byzantine and Modern Greek
Language and Literature. Educated in Athens |
and Vienna, he has held academic
appointments in the United States and Europe,
including at Brown University, Dumbarton Oaks
(Harvard University), the University of Crete, and
the National Hellenic Research Foundation in s &
Athens. He remains a Senior Fellow in &
Byzantine Studies at Dumbarton Oaks and a
participant in Retracing Connections, an
international project on the transmission of
narratives across Greek, Arabic, Georgian, and
Old Slavonic traditions.

His research focuses on Greek literature from
Late Antiquity to the later Middle Ages and beyond, combining philological analysis with cultural
and anthropological perspectives. He is particularly interested in how Byzantine texts rework
ancient and early Christian traditions within evolving social and intellectual contexts.

A long-standing centre of his work is the eleventh-century
polymath Michael Psellos, whose writings open onto
broader questions of rhetoric, literary theory, fiction,
gender, and self-representation. Alongside elite learned
literature, he also works on hagiographical narratives and
Byzantine sacred song.

porng oo Eeosvvan
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At Oxford, he looks forward to close collaboration with
medievalists across disciplines and linguistic traditions,
and to contributing to conversations on comparative
literature, textual transmission, and the long history of
Greek writing. His recent publications include Saints at
the Limits: Seven Byzantine Popular Legends (2023) and
The Oxford Handbook of Byzantine Literature (2021),
alongside critical editions and studies of Michael Psellos.
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Events

2 May Workshop on Late Medieval German Drama

When: 2 May 2026, 11:30-16:45
Where: Taylorian, Room 2

Organisers: Henrike Léhnemann, Monty Powell,
Carlos Rodriguez Otero, Sharang Sharma

A group of Oxford medievalists is currently working
on an edition of the liturgical music for the Frankfurt
Passion Play which was left unfinished by the late
Peter Macardle (Die liturgischen Gesédnge der
Frankfurter  Dirigierrolle und des  Frankfurter
Passionsspiels, under contract with Open Book
Publishers). As part of the launch, planned for
autumn 2026, they intent to perform an extract of the
Mary Magdalen scenes from the play in a new
dramatic English translation. The workshop on 2 May
is meant to help prepare this performance by creating
an English verse version and testing the musical
transcription (with musicologist Margot Fassler as
guest of honour).

Everybody is invited to the workshops who is
interested in creative dramatic translation, or Early
New High Germany, or liturgical music, or an
intersection of these. Please register your interest
with one of the organisers at St Edmund Hall, Henrike
Ldhnemann or Carlos Rodriguez Otero;
free lunch is included.

The first part of the Frankfurter Dirigierrolle UB Frankfurt
a. M., Ms. Barth. 178

7 May Black Lives in the Archives: Chivalric Romances

7 May, 3-5pm | Weston Library
Led by Georgie Anderson (University of Kent)

This hands-on workshop will explore how surviving medieval manuscripts can help us understand
race and race-making in medieval Europe. Guided by Georgie Anderson, whose research focuses on
the figure of the Black Knight in medieval chivalric literature, participants will work directly with
manuscript facsimiles and Bodleian materials. As the session involves handling teaching materials,
participation is limited to a maximum of 20 attendees. We would be delighted if you would register
in advance and join us for the session.

Please find the registration form here [Black Lives in the Archives: Chivalric romances Georgie
Anderson ], and feel free to circulate the invitation to anyone who may be interested.
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8 May O'Donnell Lecture Old Irish: plenty of variation, but of what kind?

This year's O'Donnell Lecture in Celtic Studies will be given by Dr Aaron Griffith (Utrecht University)
on 8 May at 5.30pm at the Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities in room 00.063 (on the ground
floor).

While our Old Irish sources attested in contemporary manuscripts show remarkable uniformity in
their language, they nonetheless show some degree of variation. Indeed, there has been a recent
burst of activity investigating exactly this issue. While a good deal of variation has been identified,
we are not able to classify much of it with any degree of confidence. That is to say, is it diachronic,
diatopic, diastratic or of some other type? This talk examines the state of the question and offers
possible ways forward with some preliminary results from recent work.

The lecture will be followed by a drinks reception. All welcome! Tickets are free but booking is
required. REGISTER FOR YOUR FREE TICKET

11 May Nigel F. Palmer Travel Fund Launch

The Society for the Study of Medieval Languages
and Literature warmly invites OMS community
members to a wine reception to launch the Nigel
F. Palmer Travel Fund, to be held at 18:00
on Monday 11 May in the Hinrich Reemtsma
Auditorium of the Warburg Institute (Woburn
Square, London WC1H 0AB).

The Fund will support graduate students whose
research in medieval languages and literature
necessitates travel, and its launch comes at a
point when funding for graduate students across
the arts and humanities is becoming increasingly
restricted. Its specified aim is to enable students
to visit libraries and archives to consult Y.
manuscripts or other archival material, and to visit archaeological sites and/or monuments of direct
relevance to their research. The Fund is named in honour of Nigel F. Palmer, executive editor of the
Society’s journal Medium Avum, and its responsible editor for German, Latin and all historical
disciplines for well over thirty years from 1990 until his death in 2022. Our Society’s intention with
the Fund is to take forward Nigel's work, undertaken through the Society and widely beyond, in
encouraging young scholars, by supporting graduate students in medieval studies to travel and
pursue research on original materials.

Please email the Society’s Executive Officers at ssmll@history.ox.ac.uk to confirm your attendance
by 1 May. If you are unable to join us on 11 May, | would be delighted if you would consider a
donation towards the endowment of the Fund. You can donate to the fund via this link: Donate
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21 May: Wikipedia Editathon for Medievalists

21 May, 5-10pm in the Old Library at St Edmund Hall with Louise Tjoline Keitsch
- drop in and out with a dinner break at 6pm!

f e This workshop invites everyone — students, researchers, and anyone curious
*’ | G - to take part in a Wikipedia Editathon for Medievalists. Whether you have
5 O W | always wanted to write or improve a Wikipedia article, are looking for a low-

Iy | - . : ;
_ V‘ ' pressure way to start writing about your topic, or simply want a productive
kit bk f’ and enjoyable distraction from exams or papers, this editathon offers a
e 17 space to do sol
e o

-

Participants are encouraged to bring a topic they would like to work on: this
could be a medieval object, person, concept or manuscript; an existing Wikipedia article that needs
improvement; or an article that could be translated into another language. Prior experience with
Wikipedia editing is not required — beginners are very welcome. Bringing a few sources is helpful,
but online articles or similar are perfectly acceptable starting points. More information will be
posted on the blog!

13 May Early Printed Books: A Computer-Aided Collate-A-Thon

Researchers at Oxford and Manchester are working on a research project combining computer
vision and human perception to improve ‘optical collation’ — the spotting of differences in printed
books. This collate-a-thon provides an opportunity to learn about typographical variance in books
and why it matters to book historians, and to make a contribution to our knowledge of the
phenomenon. Following a historical introduction, participants will discover how computers see
differences in such books as the Gutenberg Bible and the works of Shakespeare, Dante, and others,
and will have the opportunity to contribute to a training dataset of examples of difference. No prior
knowledge of historical printing or computer vision is required, but an interest in spot-the-difference
puzzles may be an advantage.

The collate-a-thon will take place on Wednesday May 13 from 2-4pm in the Taylor Institution Library
Room 2. To book a place, please sign up here. For information about the project see here or contact
Giles Bergel at giles.bergel@eng.ox.ac.uk

20 May ‘Al and the Future of Everyday Heritage' Heritage Pathway
Programme

Wednesday 20" May, 11am-1pm,
Schwarzman Centre for the Humanities, Seminar Room 00.056

Heritage Pathway continues with an exciting programme of specialist speakers from across the
museum and heritage sector. Through a combination of lectures, workshops and site visits led by
expert practitioners, participants understand their research in a wider context and gain experience
in the heritage, museums and cultural sector. Heritage Pathway is co-convened by Alice
Purkiss and Dr Rachel Delman in collaboration with Dr Caroline Thurston, Humanities Division
Training Officer and the Open-Oxford-Cambridge Doctoral Training Partnership.
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Heritage Pathway provides undergraduate and postgraduate students, along with Early Career
Researchers at the University of Oxford with the skills, knowledge and confidence to engage
effectively and efficiently with a wide range of partners in the heritage, museums and cultural sector.
New and seasoned Heritage Pathway attendees always welcomel

Speakers
Dr Dominique Bouchard, Heritage and Engagement Director, Leeds Castle
Clara Saliba, Al and Data Insights Analyst, Blenheim Place

Artificial Intelligence is now part of day-to-day practice across the UK heritage sector, from heritage
and collections management and research,to visitor experience, and general business
operations. Many organisations are thinking about whether to, how and when to use Al, and how to
plan and resource it effectively and ethically.

This session will focus on innovation in the sector through a case study of Leeds Castle’s Pilgrimage
of Love: Eleanor of Castile exhibition, which culminates in the Castle's Chapel with 'An Audience with
a Queen', an interactive, environment-aware Al avatar of Eleanor of Castile that responds to visitors
in real time. In the session, we will hear how the curatorial, operational and technical elements of
the project interact and explore the decisions underpinning the experience.In particular,
how openness about limitations, recording and risk supports trust and empowers visitors.

We will also hear from former Heritage Pathway attendee, Clara Saliba, about her experience of
working with Al at Blenheim Palace, and her route into the heritage sector.

During the session we will consider:

1 How heritage organisations are using Al across collections, visitor experience and
organisational operations, and what that means for “everyday” heritage practice.

1 What transparency needs to look like in visitor-facing Al, including what the system knows,
what is and is not recorded, and how uncertainty is handled.

1 How to manage the tension between accuracy and conversational ability, including the risks
of misinformation and false authority in Al-generated answers.

1 How the Heritage sector is engaging with skills, training and confidence gaps

1 How authenticity, risk and co-production can be used as practical frameworks for
responsible innovation, including community partnership as a strategy for risk mitigation.

More details and booking here

21 May Tintern Abbey Study Day

Run jointly between the British Archaeological Association and Cadw, the Study Day will provide an
opportunity to take a close up look at the conservation work that's currently ongoing at Tintern, and
hear about the project from the stone masons and conservation experts on site.

The day is free to students and we will be running a minibus from Bristol Temple Meads to transport
delegates to and from the site. More details about the day and how to apply can be found
here: https://thebaa.org/events/tintern-abbey-study-day-2026/
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27 May: ‘Public Health in the Premodern World' Book Launch

5:30 in the Mark Bedingham Room, St John's College
Discussants: H. Skoda, U. Khan, G. Geltner, Janna Coomans, and Ronit Yoeli-Tlalim
Drinks reception to follow

28 May: Oxford Trobadors Concert

Thursday May 28th, 7pm CONCERT including medieval Troubadour songs by THE OXFORD
TROBADORS in La Maison Francgaise. Please book via the La Maison website. Free, but booking
necessary because of limited numbers in the Hall.

29 May Medieval Germany Workshop

German Historical Institute in London
Organised by the German Historical Institute London and the German History Society

Commentators: Henrike Léhnemann (Oxford) & Christian Jaser (Kassel)
Convenors: Thomas Kaal (GHIL) and Marcus Meer (UCL)

Students and researchers interested in medieval German history are very welcome to attend and
listen to the presentations. There is no charge for attendance, but pre-booking is essential due to
limited capacity. If you would like to attend as a guest, please contact Kim Konig.

29 May Conference Exploring Medieval Oxford through Surviving Archives

L}
L1 Tl HEP S T M S u.ﬂl....?u,;ﬂm,..j
30 o Bl e AL i Lt s o e it
This end-of-year conference presents the work Fea. i el nd =fww ._;LWFL;A%.EI“:‘;C;‘.‘
developed through a weekly seminar focused on R T o et T
- B e L
the hands-on study of original deeds from _"-*"_E{] T it e
medieval Oxford parishes, held in the Bodleian G s bt oA AL A b, L Rl
Library. Participants will present their analyses __..w_.i.Rw:v_f;,l{f‘hf}};,f:]:l{.mii.q,.fﬁﬂmm, g,k.,nmm.,,.,L‘;._Li.t
and discoveries. The event also features an e s e L T .
exhibition curated by participants, showcasing
selected medieval documents. All welcome! Full
programme TBA

Friday 29 May 2026, 9am-4.30pm
Weston Library, Lecture Theatre

i o
L p s S i
l"\--P-:P-.-"ﬁ;m-l.'.--c-'.'?H"l-ru e 2 I
o i b Tl B [nrxﬂ;-'i- ﬂ-"‘h-i..

SR SRS 5 S8 T VO P S e
Pl TR ORI S (NS N T SO P
A St b Lol B S, ot (L e A

Invited speakers

Richard Allen (Magdalen College) Towards a new edition of the cartulary and charters of the
Hospital of St John the Baptist, Oxford

Julian Munby (Oxford Conted) Mapping medieval Oxford from the archives
Daniel Wakelin (St Hilda's, English Faculty) Late medieval letters: disorderly archives

Teresa Witcombe (Wadham College, Faculty of History) Captives and slaves in medieval Castilian
archives.

Organisers: Matthew Holford & Laure Miolo
This event is supported by the Centre for the Study of the Book.
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4 June Transmitting and Preserving Languages in the Medieval and Early
Modern Mediterranean.

4 June 2026.
Balliol College, Gillis Lecture Theatre, 9-5pm.
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Séascape" ("Thalassografia") loannis Altamouras (1874)

This second one-day workshop explores how and why languages were taught, learned, and sustained across the diverse
and shifting socio-cultural landscapes of the late medieval and early modern Mediterranean. Integrating history with
literary studies and historical sociolinguistics and adopting a comparative and cross-disciplinary perspective, the
workshop aims to identify shared trends, comparable elements, and distinctive features in language learning and
transmission. This approach offers a renewed perspective on the interconnected Mediterranean world—a region where
multilingualism, mobility, and intercultural exchange were and are central to daily life. The impact of these dynamics on
language teaching, preservation, and use has often been underestimated.

The event will include dedicated time for discussion and reflection, allowing participants to engage in a broader
conversation about language and cultural transmission. At its core, the workshop presents the medieval and early
modern Mediterranean as a space of teaching, learning, and multilingual exchange.

Convenors: Daniel Gallaher and Ugo Mondini

To register for online attendance, please contact Ugo Mondini

Speakers: Marina Bazzani (University of Oxford); Valentina Calzolari (University of Geneva); Benedetta Contin (Austrian
Academy of Sciences); Andrea Cuomo (Ghent University); Karen Hamada (University of Tokyo); Anthony Kaldellis
(University of Chicago); Markéta Kulhdankovd (Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic).
Chairs: Stratis Papaioannou, Alice Rio, and Theo Maarten van Lint.

This event is co-sponsored by the Balliol Interdisciplinary Institute (BIl), the John Fell Fund {(TORCH Network Poetry in
the Medieval World), the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR), the Modern Greek Studies
Association (MGSA) and the Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research (OCBR)

8 June Crisis, Conflict & Climate: Societal Change in Scandinavia 300—-700C

3pm, Lecture Room, Institute of Archaeology
Kerstin Lidén, Professor of Archaeological Science, Stockholm University, will give a talk on her new,
collaborative project, Crisis, Conflict and Climate: Societal Change in Scandinavia 3@@00C.
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16717 Junelnternational Workshop: Forgotten Libraries

Lost, dispersed, and marginalised manuscript collections.
For more information: clement.salah@queens.ox.ac.uk or shaahin.pishbin@queens.ox.ac.uk

Day 1: Tuesday 16 June: The Making and Unmaking of Libraries
Memorial Room, The Queen’s College, Oxford

9:15-9:30 Shaahin Pishhin & Clément Salah, “Introduction to Forgotten Libraries”

Session 1: Reconstructing Dispersed Libraries
9:30-10:00 Henrike Ldhnemann, “Superfluous precious objects: Reconstructing the
manuscript production of the Medingen nuns”
10:00-10:30 Nour Obeid, “Writers' Libraries as Houses of Trouble: Fragmentation and
Reconstruction in the Arab Region”
10:30-11:00 James White, “The Hyperlinked Manuscript: Reading and Bibliography in
Seventeenth-Century Iran”

Session 2: Endowment, Community, and the Formation of Libraries
11:30-12:00 Judith Olszowy-Schlanger, “Endowment practices and the formation of Jewish
libraries in the Islamicate world”
12:00-12:30 Ronny Vollandt, “Karaite library in Jerusalem”

Session 3: Displacement, Empire, and Reconfigured Collections
14:00-14:30 Hallie Swanson, “Between Royal Collection and Oriental Repository: The
Forgotten Library of Fort William College”
14:30-15:00 Gulguncha Lalbekova, “Imperial Legacies and Displaced Heritage: The Case
Study of Badakhshani Ismaili Manuscripts in Russian State Archives”

Session 4: Marginalised Traditions and Hidden Repositories
15:30-16:00 Balasubramanyam Chandramohan, “Forgotten Manuscripts: Lost, Dispersed
and Marginalised Manuscripts- a case study of Tamil and Telugu Palm leaf
Manuscripts”
16:00-16:30 Udaya Cabral, “Hidden Knowledge Hubs: Recovering the Neglected Palm-Leaf
Manuscript Collections of Sri Lankan Monastic Libraries”

Day 2: Wednesday 17 June: Tracing and Reconstructing Forgotten Collections
Taylorian Room 2, Taylor Institution, Oxford

Session 5: Tracing Lost Collections Through Fragments and Objects
9:00-9:30 Zoe Screti, “Finding Life in Fragments: The Obfuscation of Autograph Albums
in Archive Catalogues”
9:30-10:00 Holly Smith, “The Fragile Fates of Medieval Music Manuscripts — A Story of
Preservation and Loss”
10:00-10:30 Ana Dias & Julia Smith, “The chest of anonymous relics’: Reconstructing the
earliest relic collection of Sens cathedral (France)”

Session 6: Catalogues, Data, and the Production of Invisibility
11:00-11:30 Matt Lampitt, “(Un)Mapping the March: Lost Books, Ghost Data”
11:30-12:00 Sian Witherden, “Defining ‘Rejected’ and ‘Unidentified’ provenance in
Medieval Libraries of Great Britain”
12:00-12:30 Maeve Hagerty, “Valued at nothing': Unsettling the (Post)Colonial Archival
History of the Danson Erotica Collection”
12:30-14:00 Lunch

Session 7: Libraries Without Shelves: Singular Objects and Dispersed Worlds
14:00-14:30 Elisian Ralli, “A lost library by design: ‘Bibliophilie créatrice’ and the
reinvention of the modern manuscript”
14:30-15:00 Thea Gomelauri, “Forced Migration of Rustaveli's Epic Poem: Bodleian
Library MS. Wardrop d.27"

15:30-16:30 Roundtable: What is a Library When It Disappears?
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Compline in the Crypt
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Bodleian Library, MS. Top. Oxon. b91, fol. 168-272

Every Thursday this term at 9.30pm, there will be the opportunity to experience the Norman Crypt
underneath St-Peter-in-the-East, which is now the library of St Edmund Hall, during Compline, the
last sung service of the day.

Week 1, 2, 4 5 6, and 7 wil be sung by the College Choir in English
Week 3 and 8 by the St Edmund Consort, in a variety of medieval languages.

Complines are open to the public and you are welcome to join but please be aware that the access
to the crypt is via an uneven staircase and that there is limited seating — early arrival is
recommended since there is a cap on visitors. Please contact Henrike Lahnemann
henrike.laehnemann@mod-langs.ox.ac.uk if you are interested in joining the St Edmund Consort for
singing at one of the Thursdays; there will be a short rehearsal on the Monday preceding Compline
at 7pm and on the day at 6pm.

Runic Germanic Inscriptions and Language Lectures

Weeks 1 and 8 on Mondays, from 2pm to 3pm in room 30.445 (Anna Morpurgo Davies Room) of the
Schwarzman Centre.

This lecture will focus primarily on the Germanic language and inscriptions of Continental Europe,
with particular attention being paid to West Germanic, and will also feature an introduction into
Runic writing and the basics of West Germanic historical grammar. The lecture will take a historical-
comparative perspective, but no prior knowledge of the non-Germanic comparative Indo-European
languages is needed, and anyone with an interest in the history and evolution of Germanic language
and/or writing is welcome.
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Oxford Festival of the Arts

Oxford Festival of the Arts is a two-week multidisciplinary celebration that takes place around
Oxford and online. There are a wide range of medieval and non-medieval events.

20 April The Silver Collection in collaboration with St John's College
Oxford Monday 20 April | 2pm & 3pm, St John's College Oxford

Two Thr-long sessions (2pm and 3pm) exploring the silver collections past and present at St John's
College Oxford. Professor Hannah Skoda will be talking to the artefacts. Please arrive at the Garden
Quad Reception Room to be signed in, and ushered to the Library, St John’s College Oxford, fifteen
minutes before your chosen time-slot.

10 May ...a feather on the breath of God VOICE vocal trio

Sunday 10 May | 4pm St Bartholomew’s Chapel, Bartlemas*

German medieval abbess Hildegard of Bingen (1098 — 1179) was a great spiritual leader, theologian,
mystic, scientist, and composer, whose influence continues to resonate today. This special
programme for Oxford Festival of the Arts celebrates the ancient setting of Bartlemas Chapel in the
900th anniversary of its founding in 1126 by Henry | with a programme of original medieval works
by Hildegard, and contemporary music inspired by her. https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/a-
feather-on-the-breath-of-god-voice/

29 May Reading the signs: the meanings of medieval and Renaissance
objects, symbols, and tokens

in memory of art historian and Kellogg Fellow, Dr Cathy Oakes in collaboration with Kellogg
College Oxford and Oxford Lifelong Learning

Friday 29 May | 9.30am — 6.30pm, The Hub, Kellogg College Oxford

‘Signs and symbols have been used throughout human history to record deeds, to project identity,
and to convey messages over time and place. Their specific forms and meanings depend, however,
on the society and culture in which they operate. This interdisciplinary conference offers fresh
perspectives on the signs and symbols used by medieval and Renaissance people. [...] At a time in
our history when few people could read or write, when most communication was by word of mouth,
when heads of state and others in authority had to project their power and influence over long
distances, and when people had to trust to their powers of memory and their senses, the use of
visual and oral signs, physical gestures, and material tokens was of special importance. Signs and
symbols permeated all aspects of life, from religious devotion and liturgical practice to politics,
personal relationships, trade and commerce, and the law. Extraordinary weather events were seen
as portents; great decisions were guided by the movements of the stars. This day conference will
offer ways of seeing the signs and symbols which were ubiquitous in our medieval and early modern
past.’ Professor Elizabeth Gemmill

Full conference schedule, and booking details on the website:
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/reading-the-signs-the-conference/
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13 June Signs, Symbols ... & Secrets in the Archives of New College
Saturday 13 June | 12pm - 5pm Conduit Room, New College Oxford

Come and explore the range of signs, symbols, and secrets in the extensive archive of New College,
going back now nearly a thousand years. This might take you into such as the range of marks,
abbreviations, and signs used by our predecessors in their writing, or the symbolism of heraldry and
seals where an image was meant to represent an individual for those who could not read the writing,
or the Bletchley Park-related work going on at New College in WW2.

14 June Lingua ignota: Hildegard’s “unknown” language
Voice, vocal trio Stevie Wishart, hurdy-gurdy

Sunday 14 June | 4pm Part | The Church of St John the Baptist, Stanton St John Church Sunday 28
June | 4pm Part Il The Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Beckley

St Hildegard (1098-1179) invented a glossary of her own words containing some thousand nouns
covering a bizarre range of subjects from spiritual (starting with terms for God and angels) to natural
realms (ending with plants and a few birds and insects). Although one can imagine the lingua ignota
being useful for mystical or meditational purposes among her communities in Rhineland Germany,
their purpose remains something of a mystery. What is more certain is that Hildegard’'s words were
invented for their sound, as they are so timbrally colourful when spoken or sung, and form the
inspiration for our concert where Voice Trio comes together with Hildegard specialist and
composer, Stevie Wishart. They will perform Wishart's compositions that use Hildegard’s lingua
ignota as lyrics, together with medieval, contemporary, and improvised works exploring secrets and
signs. The music will also feature the hurdy-gurdy — an enigmatic string instrument, bowed with a
wheel and dating from Hildegard's time and with an increasingly powerful voice in music today.

This programme is set over two dates, with Part 1 performed at Stanton St John on June 14th, and
Part 2 performed on June 28th in Beckley. They can still be attended separately.
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/lingua-ignota-hildegards-unknown-language-part-i/
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/lingua-ignota-hildegards-unknown-language-part-ii/
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/voice-trio-and-stevie-wishart-hurdy-gurdy-concert-package/

20 June Double, Double Toil & Trouble Palisander
Saturday 20 June | 4pm Grove Auditorium, Magdalen College Oxford

The intrinsic links between magic and music have been recognised for thousands of years. In
‘Double, Double, Toil & Trouble', Palisander explores this relationship through music inspired by
humanity’s fascination with the mystical; pieces reflecting the Renaissance concept of the Three
Magics; songs used to share news of witch trials; music sent to composers by supernatural beings,
through their dreams; and music composed for the group using magical calculations from the 17th
Century. Today’s concert will feature music by Hildegard von Bingen, Johann Sebastian Bach, John
Dowland and Giuseppe Tartini.

27 June Reading Bosch: new clues in a 500-year-old mystery

Dr Manuel Berdoy, Saturday 27 June | 1pm. This will be followed by a screening of ‘The Curious
World of Hieronymus Bosch’ Sir Victor Blank Lecture Theatre, Weston Library
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Hieronymus Bosch'’s late-15th/early-16th century triptych ‘The Garden of Earthly Delights’ (Museo
del Prado, Madrid) is famed for its surreal abundance—and for a mystery that is resisting 500 years
of interpretation.

Oxford biologist Manuel Berdoy spotted deliberate biological inconsistencies in the imagery and
began a seven-year investigation with his father, Pierre Berdoy, the distinguished French
photographer. Their findings offer a striking new reading revealed publicly in Oxford for the first
time: a biblical-looking narrative that hides a sensational tale of 15th-century political intrigue,
complete with a covert accusation of a royal murder.

Join us to experience the pleasure of deciphering new clues hiding in plain sight as we walk through
Bosch’s most secret garden, mixing science and art on the path of discovery.

Dr Manuel Berdoy is an award-winning biologist at the University of Oxford, with field experience
across four continents and interests in animal welfare, reproducibility and education.
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/reading-bosch-new-clues-in-a-500-year-old-mystery-dr-
manuel-berdoy/

27 June The Curious World of Hieronymus Bosch

Saturday 27 June | 2.30pm Weston Library Lecture Theatre in collaboration with EXHIBITION ON
SCREEN

After 500 years Bosch's paintings still shock and fascinate us. Delve into the vivid imagination of
this true visionary. Who was Hieronymus Bosch? Why do his strange and fantastical paintings
resonate with people now more than ever? How does he bridge the medieval and Renaissance
worlds? Where did his unconventional and timeless creations come from? Discover the answers to
these questions and more with this remarkable new film from EXHIBITION ON SCREEN, directed by
David Bickerstaff.

The Curious World of Hieronymus Bosch features the exhibition ‘Hieronymus Bosch - Visions of
Genius’ at Het Noordbrabants Museum in the southern Netherlands, which brought the majority of
Bosch’s paintings and drawings together for the first time to his hometown of Den Bosch, and
attracted almost half a million art lovers from all over the world.

With his fascinating life revealed plus the details and stories within his works seen like never before,
don't miss this cinematic exploration of a great creative genius.
https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/event-package-hieronymus-bosch-talk-by-dr-manuel-berdoy-
film/ https://artsfestivaloxford.org/events/the-curious-world-of-hieronymus-bosch/

11 July Signs, Symbols ... & Secrets in the Library of New College
Saturday 11 July | 12pm — 5pm Lecture Room 6, Holywell Quad, New College, Oxford

New College Library’s collections of manuscripts and rare books are famous the world over, with
the earliest manuscripts dating from the 9th century. More manuscripts survive from the medieval
library of New College than from that of any other Oxford college, and New College’s holdings of
incunabula and other rare books are likewise extraordinary.

Discover some of the secrets — the signs, signatures, symbolism, and spectacle - of the astonishing
books and manuscripts of New College, Oxford, one of Oxford University’'s great collections. Come
and view its sensational treasures...
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Seminars

Medieval History Seminar

Mondays 5pm, Wharton room, All Souls College. Followed by drinks.

27 April 2026: Ruth Mazo Karras

(Trinity College, Dublin)

‘Parental control of women'’s marriage in
late medieval Paris’

4 May 2026: Nancy Thebaut

(St Catherine’s College, Oxford)

‘When Christ turns away: representing the
ascension ca. 1000’

11 May 2026: Round table on Richard
Hodges’s The Origins of Anglo-Saxon
Towns: A Viking Gift? (London, 2025) with
John Blair, Helen Gittos, Helena Hamerow,
and Rory Naismith

18 May 2026: Teresa Witcombe
(Wadham College, Oxford)

‘The spoils of war: Andalusi captives in
medieval Castile’

25 May 2026: Julia Hillner
(University of Bonn)

‘The marrying kind: how late Roman
emperors chose their wives'’

1 June 2026: Guy Geltner

(Monash University)

‘The workers’ view: an environmental
approach to premodern public health’

Ascension of Christ. 10th c., Metz (?),
Edinburgh)
‘Rethinking eleventh-century Europe’

15 June 2026: Serena Ferente (University of Amsterdam)
‘Girls in the Global Middle Ages: three case-studies from the 13th to the 15th centuries’
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Medieval Church and Culture

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Tuesdays, Wellbeloved Room, Harris Manchester College
Tea & coffee from 5pm; papers begin at 5.15pm

Everyone is welcome at this informal and friendly graduate seminar

Hannah Free (Kellogg), Christian Fanfiction? Searching for truth in biblical retellings
Samuel Bedford (Wadham), Reginald Pecock’s Rationalist Turn: a study in medieval
intellectual biography

Cris Arama (St Anne’s), Gender embodiment in Old French hagiography: a textual and
iconographical approach

Bartholomew Chu (Lincoln), The Quandary of Quality: copying prestige in MS. Bodl. 770
Henry Merrifield (Corpus), Adoption or Rejection: assessing Anglo-Saxon attitudes to

ancient Rome

Rhys Schwan (Trinity), Revisiting the Regnal Chronology of the Kingdom of Northumbria
in the 9th Century

Mary O’Connor (Balliol), Pride and Humility: biblical typologies in Old Norse romances

Youfei Fan (St Anne’s), The Potion and the Women around It: female knowledge and
trickery in the Tristan Legend

Celeste Van Gent (Pembroke), Death and the burial practices of soldiers on campaign in
later medieval England

*No seminar in week 8*

Convenors:
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Sumner Braund (History of Science Museum), Elizabeth Crabtree (Bodleian Library),
Bee Jones (HMC), Lesley Smith (HMC)
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Medieval Visual Culture Seminar

Thursdays, 5-6:30 pm at St Catherine’s College,
Arumugam 2.1 unless otherwise noted

Week 2: Thursday, May 7

Cécile Voyer (Université de Poitiers)

“Under the Gaze of the Judge: New approaches to a
re-reading of the Conques tympanum”

Week 5: Thursday, May 28
Lloyd Debeer (British Museum)
“The Many Lives of the Asante Ewers”

Week 6: Thursday, June 4
Jessica Barker (Courtauld Institute)
“Contemporary Art Meets the Medieval Monastery”

Week 7: Thursday, June 11
Meg Bernstein (University of East Anglia)

“Negotiating Boundaries in England's Medieval
Parish Churches”

Week 8: TUESDAY, June 16", 4:30 pm,

Queen'’s College, Schulman Auditorium

(**note different day & time!**)

Ben Saltzman (University of Chicago)

“Turning Away: The Poetics of an Ancient

Gesture” Co-sponsored with the Early Medieval Britain
& Ireland + the Medieval English Research Seminars

Questions? Contact Nancy Thebaut
nancy.thebaut@history.ox.ac.uk
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Medieval English Research Seminar
Note the variable days, times and places!

Wednesday 29 April (week 1), 5.15

The Schwarzman, room 00.063

Emma Nuding (U of Birmingham): ‘Writing the early medieval Fens: place in the medieval and
modern lives of St Guthlac’

Wednesday 6 May (week 2)
No seminar, due to other events.

Wednesday 13 May (week 3), 5.15
The Schwarzman, room 00.018
Cathy Shrank (U of Sheffield): ‘Thomas More’s dialogues’

Wednesday 20 May (week 4), 5.15

The Schwarzman, room 00.063

Annie Englund (U of Oxford): ‘Ghosts, roasts, and the speaking dead: grappling with the popularity
of the Old English Soul and Body’

Corinne Clark (U of Oxford): ‘The Reading bee: honey and venom in Walter Map’s De Nugis
Curialium’

Wednesday 27 May (week 5), 5.15
The Schwarzman, room 00.063
Mel Cowdery (U of North Carolina, Chapel Hill): ‘What Does a Mirror Mean to Thomas Hoccleve?

Tuesday 16 June (week 8), 4.30

The Shulman Auditorium, Queen’s College

Hosted jointly with the seminars in Medieval Visual Culture and Early Medieval Britain and Ireland
Benjamin Saltzman (U of Chicago): ‘Turning away: the poetics of an ancient gesture’

Convenors: Laura Ashe, Francis Leneghan, Daniel Wakelin

Medieval French Research Seminar

Maison francaise d'Oxford (www.mfo.ac.uk). Drinks will be served from 5pm; the presentations
will start at 5:15pm. For more information and to be added on the seminar’'s mailing list, contact
sophie.marnette@balliol.ox.ac.uk.

28 April - Benedetta Viscidi (Université de Fribourg), ‘Représentations et mythes du viol dans la
littérature médiévale en frangais : le cas du roman’

12 May - Adrian Armstrong (Queen Mary University of London), ‘Testopolis: The Testament as
Urban Art’

26 May - Laura Campbell (Durham University), ‘In the Beginning: Re-Creating the Creation Story
in Medieval French Translations'’

9 June - Rebecca Dixon (University of Liverpool), 'Between Familiarisation and Historicisation:
Visualising Ancient Greece in Raoul Lefévre's Histoire de Jason'
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Medieval German Graduate Seminar
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‘tiutsche zunge’ (the German tongue) addressing the ‘welsche gast’ (Italian visitor), Thomasin von Zerklaere ms

https://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/wgd/ (Welscher Gast digital)
Heidelberg, Universitatsbibliothek, Cod. Pal. germ. 320 (Sigle: a), fol. 7v.

The Medieval German Graduate Seminar meets Wednesdays 11.15am-12.45pm in the Macgregor
Room at Oriel College. The first week will be a shortish planning meeting. The topic for this term is
the ‘Welsche Gast’ by Thomasin von Zerklaere. If you are interested to be added to the teams group
for updates and access to the sources, please contact Henrike Ldhnemann.

For the final session of the Medieval German Graduate Seminar in week 8, Prof. Markus Stock
(Toronto) will talk about his project Medieval Undergrounds under the title "Lithic Enclosures:
Limitations and Deliminations imwilden steine in Medieval German Romance", dealing with
Trevrizent's cell in Wolfram's 'Parzival', the Minnegrotte in Gottfried's Tristan', Jerome's realm in
Friedrich von Schwaben etc.

Italian Research Seminar

Taylorian, Room 2
Mondays, 5:15pm

Week 1
Geri Della Rocca de Candal (Sapienza)
Italian Incunabula in US Collections: Paths, Patterns, and Investigation Methods

Week 3

Graduate Work-in-Progress

Presentations from DPhil students Silvia Cercarelli (modern/contemporary), Esme Hodson
(modern/contemporary), Katherine McKee (medieval), and Victoria White (early modern)

Week 4

Ambrogio Camozzi Pistoja (Harvard)

Towards a Criminal History of Medieval Satire: Boccaccio, Decameron 5.10 (Sodomy, Apuleius,
Forgery)

Week 8
Arielle Saiber (Johns Hopkins)
Neither Here, Nor There: Directionality in Dante’s Paradiso
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Medieval Women’s Writing Research Seminar

Thursdays, 4-5pm, weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, Somerville College (meet at

ﬁ o lodge)

At i __}1".'?

_ [ 2 We are an informal, friendly reading group, meeting to discuss
Medieval

everything to do with women'’s writing in the Middle Ages. We will

u“‘\ | , meet on Thursdays of weeks 2, 4, 6 and 8 at 4-5pm at Somerville
Ay | mﬁmen 5 College, meeting at the lodge and walking together to the seminar
Lf"‘v, ! .. room. Please email costas.gavriel@some.ox.ac.uk if you would like
< (ﬂntmg to join our mailing list and receive reading materials in advance. All

are welcomel

Week 2, Thursday 7th May - Spiritual and Material Worlds

Including extracts from the works of Margery Kempe, Leonor Lépez de Cérdoba and Isabel de
Villena

Week 4, Thursday 21st May - Poetry and Song
Including extracts from the works of Kassia of Constantinople, Florencia Pinar and Gwerful Mechain

Week 6, Thursday 4th June — Recording Women'’s Deeds

Including extracts from Agnes d'Harcourt’s Life of Isabelle of France and the Cronica de Sant Pere
de les Puel-les

Week 8, Thursday 18th June — Celebration and Praise
Including extracts from the works of Christine de Pizan and Sara al-Halabiyya

Convenor: Costas Gavriel costas.gavriel@some.ox.ac.uk

In association with Oxford Medieval Studies, sponsored by The Oxford Research Centre in the
Humanities (TORCH).
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Centre for Manuscript and Text Cultures

Unless noted, all meetings are in the
Memorial Room, The Queen'’s College, 5.15pm

7 May (2nd week) Global Manuscript and Text Cultures Seminar

{1 Shaahin Pishbin (Queen’s) & Thomas Newbold (Asian University for Women, Chittagong),
Mubhajir manuscripts: Field notes from the Alia Madrasa Library in Dhaka

1 Jaimee Comstock-Skipp (New College), What's in a nisba? Manuscript makers and
migrations in 16th-century Central Asia

20 May (4th week) Provenance Unknown: Roberta Mazza (University of Bologna)

1 Beyond Provenance: Publishing Papyri and Other Manuscripts from Egypt in 2026
26 May (5th week) Trinity Term Lecture: Gunnar Seelentag (Hannover & Miinster)

1 Monumentalising Norms, not Names: cartelisation and colossality in Archaic Crete

28 May (5th week) Global Manuscript and Text Cultures Seminar

1 Lauren Dogaer (Univ), How the Greek Text Culture Has Shaped Modern Views of Ptolemaic
Egyptian Priests

1 Fergus Bovill (Merton), Rebuilding the Medieval, Preserving the 19th Century: Littifredi
Corbizzi, Johann Anton Ramboux, and the making and breaking of a choirbook in Gubbio

16-17 June (8th week) International Workshop: Forgotten Libraries. Lost, dispersed, and
marginalised manuscript collections. For more information: clement.salah@queens.ox.ac.uk or
shaahin.pishbin@gueens.ox.ac.uk See above among ‘Events’

18 June (8th week) Global Manuscript and Text Cultures Seminar

- Jessica Rahardjo (Khalili Research Centre), A Critical Edition and Translation of ira al-
Mustaqim: a 17thc Malay Shafim Legal Text
- Shane Patrick (Wolfson), The Debate of Abu Qurrah and its Manuscript Circulation

24-25 June (9th week) International Conference:

1 The Text and Thought of Early Chinese Manuscripts: Tsinghua Bamboo Slips and Beyond /

in conjunction with Tsinghua

University, Beijing. Held at the China Centre, St Hugh's College, Oxford. For more
information: dirk. meyer@queens.ox.ac.uk Papers in English (24th), in Chinese (25th)

Advance Notice:
1-2 October International Conference: ‘Lost Docs: recalling the material foundations of forgetting

Conference in conjunction with Nanjing University’. More information:
dirk.meyer@queens.ox.ac.uk

Angus Bowie (Queen’s), Ana Dias (History), Dirk Meyer (Queen’s), Clément Salah (Queen’s),
Matthew Shaw (Queen’s), Lesley Smith (HMC)
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Oxford Seminar in the History of Alchemy and Chemistry

Convenors: Ellen Hausner (Oxford), Sergei Zotov (Warburg), and Jo Hedesan (Oxford)
The meetings take place between 3 pm and 5 pm at the Maison Francgaise d'Oxford.

Week 3, 13 May 2026
Session 1 — Life and Nature in Early Modern Alchemy
Chair: Sergei Zotov (Warburg Institute)

Oana Matei (Western University of Arad): Can Life Rise from Ashes? Discussions on the Possibility
of the Palingenesis of Plants in the Seventeenth Century

Xinyi Wen (Warburg Institute): Cosmos or Coitus? A Copy Census of Oswald Croll’s Basilica
Chymica, 1609-1690

Week 4, 20 May 2026
Session 2 — Spiritual Foundations of Alchemy
Chair: Ellen Hausner (Oxford)

Mark Edwards (Oxford): Ancient Alchemy as Philosophy
Charles Burnett (Warburg Institute): Alchemy as Divination
Week 6, 3 June 2026

Session 3 — Computational History of Alchemy and Chemistry
Chair: Rob lliffe (Oxford)

Vojtéch Kage (University of West Bohemia, Plzen), and Sarah Lang (Max Planck Institute, Berlin):
Tracing the Histories of Early Modern Conceptual Ecosystems: Remote Sensing Methods for the
Archaeology of Alchemical Knowledge

Guillermo Restrepo (Max Planck Institute, Leipzig): Computational History of Chemistry: How Big
Data llluminates Macrohistorical Trends and Microhistorical Events
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Oxford Centre of Early Medieval Britain and Ireland
OXFORD cencre For carly meoievdl
OriICam and reland

Friday 28 May - Thegns of Mercia: Learning through Making
Details to be confirmed

An opportunity to see, and hear about the making of, some extraordinarily high-
quality, archaeologically-informed, replicas of early Mercian objects made by
members of the Thegns of Mercia. https://www.thegns.org/

Tuesday 16 June, 16.30 - Turning Away: The Poetics of an Ancient Gesture
Prof. Ben Salzman (University of Chicago). Schulman Auditorium, The Queen’s College

Why do we look away from the suffering of others? Why do we cover our faces in shame? Why do
we lower our heads in grief? Few gestures are as universal as the averted gaze. Fewer still are as

ambivalent and inscrutable. Co-sponsored with the History of Art & the Medieval English Research
Seminars Image: Adam and Eve, Junius Manuscript, Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Junius 11, p. 36.

If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Tristan Alphey:
tristan.alphey@humanities.ox.ac.uk

Invisible East

Monday, 27 April 2026, 5PM UK time. Zoom launch of ‘The Warehouse of Bamiyan: Economic Life
in Medieval Afghanistan’ and ‘The Rise and Fall of the Barmakids’, with authors Arezou Azad
(Oxford Lifelong Learning/Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales), Pejman
Firoozbakhsh (Universitat Hamburg) and special guests. Registration essential.

Wednesday, 13 May 2026, 5PM UK time. The next Zoom seminar in Invisible East’s series with The
Elahé Omidyar Mir-Djalali Institute of Iranian Studies, convened by Arezou Azad and Mohamad
Tavakoli. Nima Asefi of Universitat Hamburg speaking on ‘Documents from Turbulent Times:
Studying Middle Persian Collections from the Late Sasanian and Early Islamic Periods-
Opportunities and Challenges’. Registration essential.

Tuesday, 7 July 2026. Invisible East panel with IMEMS (Durham University). In these sessions we
will explore Fragmentology in a wide sense, from methodology applied to manuscripts to case-
studies on textile fragments or pieces of relics. From Latin to vernacular, early to late medieval,
East to West, the papers in these sessions offer exciting glimpses of new discoveries, attributions
and re-attributions, and reconstructions, across different materials and across time and space. For
more information see our project website.
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The Khalili Research Centre Seminar
Thursdays at 5:15 PM, KRC Lecture Room, 3 St John Street. All welcome

Week 1 - 30 Apr
Hala Qasqgas | Barakat Trust Postdoctoral Fellow, KRC - ‘Embodied Shadows: Puppets,
Performance, and Social Critique in Late Ottoman Damascus’

Week 2 - 7 May

Suna Cagaptay | Mugla Sitki Kogman University — ‘Reading Between the Lines: The Maritime
Landscape of Anaia on the Byzantine-Genoese and Aydinid Cusp’

Week 3 - 14 May
Deniz Turker | University of Cambridge - ‘Beside the Sultan: Harem Patronage and Dynastic
Networks in the Reign of Selim Ill (1789-1807)’

Week 4 - 21 May

Stephane Pradines | The Aga Khan University — ‘Islamic Archaeology in Egypt: Sixteen Years of
Rescue Excavations in Cairo’

Week 5 - 28 May
Margaret Squires| Ashmolean Museum — ‘Woven Together: Carpets and Architecture in Safavid Iran’

Week 6 - 4 Jun

Emine Fetvaci | Boston College - ‘Portrait as Biography at the Ottoman Court: the Case of Murad i
(r. 1574-95)

Week 7 - 11 Jun
4:00 PM - Nilay Ozl & Ceren Abi | Istanbul Technical University — ‘Archives and Archaeology:
Unearthing the Ottoman Perspective’

5:15 PM - Daniel-Joseph MacArthur-Seal | Scuola Superiore Meridionale, Naples and Gizem
Tongo | KRC & Lusail Museum, Doha - ‘Occupation on Display: Curating the Aftermath of
World War | in Istanbul’

Week 8 - 18 Jun

Muzaffer Ozgiiles | Barakat Trust Postdoctoral Fellow, KRC - ‘Historicising and Visualising the
Evolution of Ottoman Architecture in Istanbul from the Mid-fifteenth to the Early Twentieth Century’
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Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies

The following lectures and seminars will be held at the Centre at 5.00 pm. For more details, please
visit https://www.oxcis.ac.uk/

29 April - King Faisal Lecture
Dr Mohd Hashim Ghosheh - The Umayyad Mosaics of the Dome of the Rock

13 May
Dr Harry Munt, University of York - Haram Historiography: Writing the History of Mecca, Medina and
Jerusalem in the Early Islamic Centuries

3 June
Dr Stella Panayotova, Royal Librarian - Islamic Manuscripts in the Royal Library

10 June - Al-Faisal Anniversary Lecture
HRH Prince Turki - Title to be Confirmed The Rt Hon.

16 June Sultan - Azlan Shah Lecture
Lady Simler - Title to be Confirmed

17 June
Dr Afifi Al-Akiti, University of Oxford - The Imago Dei and Human Dignity in Islamic Tradition

Early Modern Diplomacy Seminar 1400-1800

2 June - 16.15-17.45 Schwartzman Centre for the Humanities, History Faculty, Seminar room
20.402 and online

Philippa Jackson (Independent Scholar): Girolamo Ghinucci (1480-1541): Papal Judge and English
Ambassador

16 June - 16.15-17.45 Schwartzman Centre for the Humanities, History Faculty, Seminar room
20.402 and online

Marcos Marinho Fernandes (Aix-Marseille Université): Comparing Royal Matrimonial Diplomatic
Strategies between Portugal, Spain, France, and the Habsburgs, 1490-15179.
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Late Antique and Byzantine Seminar

Time: Wednesdays, Spm
Venue: loannou Centre for Classical and Byzantine Studies, 66 St Giles, 0X1 3LU
Convenors: Phil Booth, Stratis Papaioannou, Ida Toth
Join online via Microsoft Teams by clicking here

(W1) 29 April The Oxford University Byzantine Society: Research Trip to Sicily

(W2) 6 May Ekaterini Vavaliou (Oxford), Dissecting a Medieval Frontier: The Fortifications of
Eastern Central Greece

(W3) 13 May Pawel Nowakowski (Warsaw), New Fragments of the Order (forma generalis) of
the Praetorian Prefect of the East, Pusaeus Dionysius, 480 CE, from Stratonikeia in
Caria

(W4) 20 May Apolline Gay (Brussels and Oxford), They Also Tell the Story: The Role of Biblical
Female Figures in Images from Byzantine and Early Islamic Egypt

(W5) 27 May Alessandra Bucossi (Venice), The Komnenian Panoplies between Religious
Polemic and Political Self-Defence

(W6) 3 June Saun Tougher (Cardiff), Minor Characters? Other Eunuchs in Byzantine
Historiography of the Tenth Century

(W7) 10 June Maria Lidova (Saint Petersburg), The Murano Ivory Diptych: Defragmenting the
History and Image of a Late Antique Book Cover

(W8) 17 June  Tassos Papacostas (London), The Cult of Saint Mamas between Cyprus and
Venice in the 16th Century: A Patron Saint of Shepherds Promoted by the Urban
Elite

R G
.l-.r

S

St Anne, Faras Cathedral

ek

National Museum, Warsaw
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Reading Groups and Societies

French Palaeography Manuscript Reading Group
Mondays, 10:30 am—12:00 pm - Weston Library (Horton Room)

This group is open to anyone with an interest in Old French, Middle French
and Anglo-Norman manuscripts. We study and read manuscripts from the
12th century to the 16th century with a special focus on palaeography. We
meet every Monday between 10.30am-12pm in the Weston Library.

If you are interested in joining the group or would like more information, _
please contact the convenor, Laure Miolo via email: vy N L

-
TN el b+

laure.miolo@history.ox.ac.uk Oxford, St John's College MS

The seminar comprises brief lectures on the morphology and function of scripts, as well as the
evolution of script shapes and graphic systems in context, followed by transcription practice using
original manuscripts and documents. Sessions are structured around the historical development of
scripts, progressing from simpler shapes and strokes with minimal ligatures and abbreviations to
more cursive and complex forms. A study of the diverse scripts found between the twelfth and early
sixteenth centuries in manuscripts and documents written in Old French, Middle French, and Anglo-
Norman — and produced in various geographical areas —will allow participants to gain familiarity
with a wide range of scripts and abbreviations. The reading of literary texts in parallel with the
analysis of manuscripts and their scripts serves to complement both the lectures and transcription
practice.

Latin Palaeography Manuscript Reading Group
Tuesdays 2pm—3.30pm — Weston Library (Horton Room) ;‘-r_'_:'r - Drimshiled .y o

For those wishing to develop, deepen or maintain their skills in Latin ‘ﬁ : =
palaeography, we meet every Tuesday between 2pm and 3.30pm in the %

Weston Library (Horton Room or Visiting Scholars Centre). We explore a  «}
wide variety of medieval manuscripts and documents dating from the 9th | " |. : €
to the 15th centuries. Each session combines hands-on analysis of #

different scripts, abbreviations, and codicological features. Regular ¥
practice is key to building palaeographical skills and gaining confidence ¢ ‘
in reading a range of scripts, from clear book and documentary handsto * : :
more cursive and heavily abbreviated ones. This reading group is | e .F:
designed to introduce the essential features of each script and T, P
abbreviation, enabling participants to read and interpret manuscripts 2 :
directly and with confidence. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS.
Laud Misc. 562, fol. 1r

Those who are interested can contact the convenor, Laure Miolo via email:
laure.miolo@history.ox.ac.uk
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Oxford Medieval Manuscript Group

The Oxford Medieval Manuscripts Group (OMMG) is a
collective of postgraduate students and early-career
researchers who bonded in Oxford over their passion
for medieval manuscripts. We host a seminar series
catered towards a community of emerging scholars,
from the University of Oxford and beyond, where we
focus on the study of medieval books and the art of
illumination. We meet on Fridays at 5pm, unless

otherwise stated.

o il
OXFORD MEDIEVAL
MANUSCRIPTS GROUP

Email: oxfordmedievalmss@amail.com

Instagram: @medieval.mss

Week 2 - 8 May

Merton College,
Mure Room

Week 3 - 15 May

Courtauld Gallery,
London
Time: 3pm

Week 4 - 22 May

Magdalen College,
Porter's Lodge
Time: 3pm

Week 7 - 12 June

Online

Professor Elaine Treharne | Stanford University

The Look of the Medieval Book: Manuscripts and Their
Uses. Joint event with the Merton History of the Book
Group. Please join us for a drinks reception following the
lecture

Gallery Visit: The Courtauld Gallery, London

Presentation of the Gambier Parry collection by Dr Rachel
Hapoienu, Assistant Curator of Works on Paper at the
Courtauld Gallery. Limited places, write to the email above
to join

Library Visit: Magdalen Library

Tour of the Magdalen College Old Library. Limited
places, write to the email above to join

Reading Group | Iconophages

Jérémie Koering, Iconophages. A History of Ingesting
Images. Translated by Nicholas Huckle (Princeton
University Press, 2024). Online event: Materials will be
sent two weeks before the meeting. Please write to the
email above to join.

Conveners: Irina Boeru, Fergus Bovill, Blanche Darbord, Antonia Delle Fratte, Hannele Hellerstedt,
Elena Lichmanova, Mathilde Mioche, and Ana de Oliveira Dias
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Old English Graduate Reading Group :
A reading group for grad students by grad students! We
will be meeting 17.15--18.45 on Thursdays of odd weeks

(1, 3, 5, 7) for a friendly read-through. This term we will

be reading some of the Exeter Riddles

[https://theriddleages.bham.ac.uk/]. All are welcome whatever level of Old English you have. We'll
read, translate and talk through the text together in a social and relaxed environment. Our Location
is variable so please email Hattie (harriet.carter@lmh.ox.ac.uk) or James
(james titterington@stcatz.ox.ac.uk) if you're interested. Newcomers welcome!

Middle English Reading Group (MERG)

Middle English Reading Group (MERG)
Trinity Term 2026: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Thursdays, 11:00-12:00, Weeks 1-8. Lincoln College, Beckington Room

All are welcome as we finish Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Bring any 1
edition of the original text! There will be tea and biscuits. For more
information or to be added to the mailing list, please email
rebecca.menmuir@lincoln.ox.ac.uk.

Heraldry Society

Thu, 30 April at 5.30pm

Oriel College

"Princely Heraldry in the United Kingdom"
Mr Mark Scott, MA (Somerset Herald)

Thu, 11 June at 5.30pm

Oriel College

"Bound to Please: A Selection of Early Modern Armorial Bookbindings"

Mr Robert Weaver, FSA

Joint event with the Oxford Bibliophiles

(Note: This lecture includes "Show and Tell". In person attendance is recommended!)

For additions to the calendar, further details, and livestream links, please ask our Secretary
<secretary@oxford -heraldry.org.uk> to add you to the mailing list!

Methods in Arabic and Islamic Studies Class
Wednesdays 10:30-12:00 at LMH, 4 Fyfield Rd.
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Older Scots Reading Group

Contact megan.bushnell@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk for details.

Fridays, even weeks, 3-4pm at room 30.401 in the Schwarzman Centre.

The Older Scots Reading Group is for people interested in literature produced in Scotland between
1375-1550. This is an incredibly rich period, featuring authors experimenting with form and
language. The texts themselves are written in Older Scots — a language closely related but distinct
to Middle English. This reading group will provide a relaxed introduction to this period and language.

This term we are meeting every fortnight to read longer Older Scots works — namely, Orpheus and
Eurydice by Robert Henryson and Tretis of the Tua Mariit Wemen and the Wedo by William Dunbar.
Two very different, but equally entertaining, texts!

No intensive preparation required. All are welcome and there are usually snacks.

Schedule:

Week 2 (8 May): Orpheus and Eurydice

Week 4 (22 May): Orpheus and Eurydice

Week 6 (5 June): Tretis of the Tua Mariit Wemen and the Wedo
Week 8 (19 June): Tretis of the Tua Mariit Wemen and the Wedo
Text:

Digital versions of the texts are freely available online:

1 Robert Henryson: The Complete Works,
https://metseditions.org/editions/jJXWVLB2Lt7KETm8mI1rXrHWQAXpWg4A

1 William Dunbar: The Complete Works,
https://metseditions.org/editions/XgeZ2L vifN4gpUwNNfRQ6QFBwq6rQm2N

Print outs of this text will not be regularly provided, so please do prepare your own copies

Medieval Latin Reading Group

An informal Medieval Latin Reading Group meets on Fridays at 5.30pm in Christ Church from 15t to
8 week: meet under Tom Tower and we can walk over together. In 15t week we will meet in Lecture
Room 1.

This term, we will be reading the Cosmographia of Bernardus Silvestris in the original. Peter Dronke’s
edition is available online via SOLO; Winthrop Wetherbee has printed Dronke’s text with a translation
in the Dumbarton Oaks Medieval Library.

All with some reading knowledge of Latin are very welcome! For more information, please contact
Clara Bykvist (clara.bykvist@queens.ox.ac.uk) or Monty Powell (monty.powell@chch.ox.ac.uk).
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Guild of Medievalist Makers =

I._r" W
April - June 2026 g ol TN
: Medievabist Makers ",'r'
Join The Guild of Medievalist Makers, an organisation for academic and N Al
academic-adjacent creatives and makers. The Guild is dedicated to furthering w:"

creative-critical practice in the humanities and making space for creative play!

gl

Our online Making Space Sessions offer you the chance to set aside time for your creative-critical
project. We are regularly joined by a lively and generous company of zine makers, textile artists,
cartoonists, novelists, poets, translators, illustrators, flax spinners, print makers and more! Please
note that you must become a member of the Guild to join our Making Space Sessions (this is so we
can avoid being overrun by bots). Read more about us and join today for free at
www.guildmedmak.com

Thurs 7th May Making Space Session

(Week 2) Online

17:30-19:00 (GMT) Optional theme: dreams

Thurs 11th June Making Space Session

(Week 7) Online

17:30-19:00 (GMT) Optional theme: solstice

Sat 27th June Workshop: ‘The Craft So
Fast to Learn: Modular

(Summer Vacation) Haiku Comics’ with Dr

14:00-15:30 (BST) Laura Varnam and Dr

Kristen Haas Curtis

Online

Follow us on Bluesky and Instagram @GuildMedMak and find us on Substack as Guild of
Medievalist Makers.

Images: Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Selden Supra 38 Part 1 (f. 1v); Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS. Douce 134 (f. 49v); Oxford,
Bodleian Library, MS Douce 62 (f. 42r).

Practical Archival Skills Training at The National Archives

The Practical Archival Skills Training (PAST) programme offers researchers a unique opportunity to
obtain the skills and knowledge needed to undertake academic research using original medieval
and early modern records at The National Archives. We offer Introduction to Archival Research
sessions for those new to working with archives, as well as more in-depth records workshops to get
deeper into medieval or early modern collections. Sessions run either online or at our site in Kew.
You can see the whole year of workshops and book on Eventbrite here.
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The Medieval Latin Documentary Palaeography Reading Group

The Medieval Latin Documentary Palaeography Reading [#™
Group continues to meet every Wednesday at 4pm for an hour -
or so on Teams when we read through and translate a variety
of documents from the medieval archive at New College,
giving an opportunity to engage with documents ranging from
papal bulls to manorial and college accounts, from royal
letters patent to manorial court rolls , from college statutes to
deeds of title, and from letters to receipts. The document(s) to
be studied will be circulated the day before. To join and/or to
find out more about this and the possibility of some hands-on
experience of cataloguing such documents to develop further
your research skills, please
contact michael.stansfield@new.ox.ac.uk.

LEE AR N T N

Old Norse Reading Group

Wednesdays 4pm-5pm — Merton College (Americas Room (Fitzjames 2), Breakfast Room in Week
3 and Sir Howard Stringer Room in Week 5)

This beginner-friendly Old Norse Reading Group is open to anyone with an interest in Old
Norse/lcelandic literature or language. Each week we take turns reading a section of the text and
translating it. This term we are reading Volsunga saga. During our sessions we practice
pronunciation, break down linguistic and grammatical features, and discuss the literary features of
the texts. Beginners are welcome to come prepared with a translation, but we encourage sight-
reading. This group has a non-judgmental attitude and an understanding that making mistakes is a
part of the learning process.

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact one of the group convenors via email:
Brooklyn Arnot (Brooklyn.arnot@magd.ox.ac.uk) or Zeynep Kirca (zeynep.kirca@merton.ox.ac.uk).

Bede Reading Group (Bede-ing Group)

Join us to read Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People, his landmark narrative of
England's origins and conversion. The reading group will meet every Thursday in term, 6pm at
Blackfriars Priory, St Giles, OX1 3LY. To sign up, email Maura McKeon at
maura.mckeon@bfriars.ox.ac.uk. Don't stop Bede-lieving.

Old Frisian Reading Group

For those who have at least some reading knowledge of one of the Old Germanic languages and
want to familiarise themselves with Old Frisian. You are welcome to join our international group
which started only in November 2025, initially with Old Frisian Summer School alumni, and now also
open to students/ECRs of other Old Germanic languages. The meetings take place once a month
on Fridays 3-4pm, the next meeting will be on Friday 15" May. Please contact
Johanneke.sytsema@ling-phil.ox.ac.uk
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Oxford Environmental History Working Group (EHWG)

Writing Environmental History Workshop
[Week 2] Thursday 7 May, 2:00-3:30pm, Schwarzman Centre Room TBA

A workshop for undergraduates and master’s students who are writing or considering writing essays
and dissertations in environmental history or using environmental history methods. The workshop
will cover some of the major themes and modes of writing in the sub-field, discuss writing and
research resources, and act as a forum to ask questions to DPhil students working with diverse
geographies, time periods, subjects, and approaches to the field of environmental history. For
updated meeting information, please email ryan.mealiffe@wolfson.ox.ac.uk.

Wallerand Bazin (DPhil Geography and the Environment)
“Bracken dissensus: a historical political ecology of tree planting in the English Lake District”
[Week 3] Thursday 14 May, 12:30-2:00pm, Schwarzman Centre History Hub Room 20.421

This paper analyses tree planting politics in the English uplands by attending to disagreements
surroundlng the proliferation and management of bracken (Pteridium aquilinum). Once the most
come to
symbolise the disabled ecologies of post-pastoral Iandscapes Thls upland fern remains a contested
resource and | show how bracken is considered both an indicator of either overgrazing or under-
grazing, a ghost of a lost rainforest or of a commoning system in disrepair, and a vibrant vegetation
either targeted for planting trees or harvested for compost. By focusing on disagreements over the
management of its spread through either planting or mechanical cutting, | shed light on the enduring
socio-legal disputes over common rights and how these (re)configure tree planting. By bridging
ethnographic and archival research on the vegetal politics of bracken management in the Lake
District, conducted between 2024 and 2025, this paper shows the importance of interdisciplinary
research in the environmental humanities to critically approach the historical political ecologies of
nature conservation.

Dr. Kelsey Granger (IHR History Research Fellow)
“Messengers of Empire: The Lives and Labour of Horses in China’s Ancient Postal System”
[Week 5] Thursday 28 May, 12:30pm-2:00pm, Schwarzman Centre History Hub Room 20.421

My ongoing research centres on historic animal labour and, especially, how working with animals
shaped the ways in which work was done. My research utilises a surviving corpus of over 20,000
administrative texts unearthed from the Xuanquan Postal Station , one of China’s ancient
postal stables located on the frontier of the Han empire. Particularly given Xuanquan's frontier
location, the rapid and reliable circulation of vital goods, information, and people via postal horses
underpinned administrative and imperial control in this contested region. Combining alternate textual
readings, animal history theories, and behavioural studies of contemporary horses, | show how the
site’s postal horses demanded modifications to their work, challenged local logistics and
administration, and participated in the station’s multispecies community. In this talk, | will present
research | have published so far and discuss future trajectories for exploring the broader
entanglement of animal labour in empire-building.

For further information or to join the mailing list, please engil/ironmentalhistoryworkinggropwner@maillist.ox.ac.uk
Alternatively, you can find our schedule GxTalkea nd t he Facul tHistorgwelsitevi r o n me
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Opportunities

OMS Small Grants Now Open!

The TORCH Oxford Medieval Studies Programme invites applications for small grants to support
conferences, workshops, and other forms of collaborative research activity organised by
researchers at postgraduate (whether MStor DPhil) or early-career level from across the
Humanities Division at the University of Oxford.

The scheme has a rolling deadline. Closing date for applications: Friday of Week 5 each term for
activities taking place during that or the following term.

Grants are normally in the region of £100-250 and can either be for expenses or for administrative
and organisational support such as publicity, filming or zoom hosting. Recipients will be required to
supply a report after the event for the Oxford Medieval Studies blog and will be invited to present
on their award at an OMS event.

Applicants will be responsible for all administrative aspects of the activity, including formulating the
theme and intellectual rationale, devising the format, and, depending on the type of event, inviting
speakers and/or issuing a Call for Papers, organising the schedule, and managing the budget,
promotion and advertising.

Applications should be submitted to Prof. Lesley Smith using the word grant application form.
Informal enquiries may also be directed to Lesley. The Oxford Medieval Studies Programme
money is administered by The Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities (TORCH) and the money
will be paid out via their expenses system.

Publishing with the Journal Manuscript and Text Cultures

Are you interested in submitting to the journal Manuscript and Text Cultures? Please review
the About the Journal page for the journal's section policies, as well as the Author
Guidelines. Authors need to register with the journal prior to submitting or, if already registered, can
simply log in and begin the five-step process.

Sir John Rhys Prize for the study of the Celtic languages, literature,
history, and antiquities

The Sir John Rhys Prize exists to promote the study of Celtic languages, literature, history, and
antiquities, and is open to all members of the University. Students are free to choose their own
topic. Entries should be submitted by email, with the subject line “Sir John Rhys Prize”,
to english.office@ell.ox.ac.uk, no later than Monday of Week 8 of Trinity Term (15 June 2026).
Please note that this represents an extension to the original deadline of 2 May 2026.

Submissions should be anonymised: authors are asked to conceal their names, identify their entry
documents with a motto, and number multiple entries where applicable. A completed contact
details form should be submitted alongside the entry. Further information is available via this link.
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CfP — 9th International Conference on Myth Criticism

From 26 to 30 October 2026, at the Complutense University of Madrid, we will hold the 9th
International Conference on Myth Criticism, with the aim of reflecting on the relationship between
myth and woman, from both theoretical and practical perspectives.

The deadline for submitting proposals through the form available on the conference website is 15
May 2026. Presentations may be delivered in Spanish, English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese,
or Catalan. The format will be hybrid—both online and in person. A selection of papers will later be
published in Amaltea. Journal of Myth Criticism, nos. 19 (2027), 20 (2028), and 21 (2029). We are
also in contact with two internationally renowned publishers for the publication of a selected set of
articles. The registration fee includes daily refreshments, a social event, and a welcome pack,
among other benefits. Members of Asteria, the International Association of Myth Criticism, will
receive a discount on the registration fee. We also offer grants for students and unemployed
researchers.

Follow us on social media: Facebook, X/Twitter, and Instagram. For further information, please
contact us at mythcriticism@agmail.com.

CfP - The Nine Worthies: Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Call for Papers for a special issue in the journal Das Mittelalter (2027-2), full pdf version here

The special issue examines the significance of the Nine Worthies and Worthy Women across
regions and disciplines. We start from the hypothesis that the impact of these figure cycles derives
from their ability to combine the compactness of serial formation with the potential to unfold a wide
range of narratives and layers of meaning. The practices surrounding these figure series reveal both
processes of stabilization and dynamics within the social imaginaries of the respective elites, for
instance in Dutch- and German-speaking regions (Baisch/Ratzke/Toepfer 2023). Often, the Nine
Worthies and Worthy Women were closely connected to both historical and current political
developments in their local contexts. At the same time, the figures developed a narrative life of their
own: they were incorporated into a wide range of narrative contexts and thus display considerable
mobility, both as a collective series and as individual figures with their own stories (von Contzen
2025).

We invite abstracts of approximately 300—500 words for contributions in English or German by 15
May 2026. Please send your proposals to the email addresses of the two editors Eva von Contzen
and Malena Ratzke.

Bodleian Purchasing Opportunity

Do you know of books that would aid your work but are not in the Bodleian? Help us strengthen the
university’s collections. You can submit details of suggested books via
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/recommend-a-purchase

or by email to medieval@bodleian.ox.ac.uk.

We also welcome donations of books that we do not hold, or of which we lack a circulating copy. Donations
may be sent to:

Acquisitions Services — Donations
Bodleian Libraries. Osney One Building, Osney Mead, Oxford, 0X2 OEW

Your knowledge helps shape the future of the Bodleian’s collections.
36 Oxford Medieval Studies Trinity Term 2026



https://mythcriticism.com/ix-international-congress-on-myth-criticism-myth-and-women/
https://mythcriticism.com/ix-international-congress-on-myth-criticism-myth-and-women/
https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/AMAL
https://asteriamyth.com/en/
https://www.facebook.com/mythcriticism
https://x.com/mythcriticism
https://www.instagram.com/mythcriticism/
mailto:mythcriticism@gmail.com
https://www.mediaevistikverband.eu/wp-content/uploads/CfP_Themenheft-2027-2_Neun-Helden_dt_engl_Maerz_2026.pdf
mailto:eva.voncontzen@anglistik.uni-freiburg.de
mailto:malena.ratzke@uni-jena.de
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/recommend-a-purchase
mailto:medieval@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Accessibility and Updates

Inside is the full programme of medieval events taking place in Oxford in Hilary Term 2025. The
booklet does not claim to be comprehensive. It only includes such entries as were submitted. If you
wish to have further information for the seminars listed in this booklet, please consult the name of
the convener of the seminar (where given) or the appropriate Faculty.

Please send any entries for next term’s booklet to Tristan Alphey at medieval@torch.ox.ac.uk. Any
further suggestions: get in contact with Henrike Ldhnemann, Lesley Smith or Tristan Alphey, either
via email or teams.

What is happening:

T A shared calendar on the website on https://medieval.ox.ac.uk/ and
torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies

1 Regular email updates via the mailing list medieval-news@maillist.ox.ac.uk; if you are not on
the list, you can also sign up on the website torch.ox.ac.uk/medievalstudies. Should you
know of any medievalist new to Oxford — whether student, staff, or academic visitor — please
also alert them to the list.

1 Podcasts and videos about medievalists and medieval projects on the podcast and itunes
server of the University podcasts.ox.ac.uk

1 And finally: weekly coffee mornings in the Visiting Scholars Centre of the Weston Library!
If you have an exciting Special Collections related theme you would like to talk about, get in
contact with Dr Chris Fletcher, Keeper of Special Collections. Playlist of past show-and-tell
sessions to be found under https://tinyurl.com/CoffeeMorningsWeston

Medievalists

Coffee Morning!

; Visiting
st Friday 10:30-11:30 Schlaes €
= s cholars Centre
g by BTORC o Fotow 3 in the Weston Library.
for it & hrowtedign axchange aomss
& Ot Ergans Access via the Readers Entrance on Museum Road
TR All medievalists working in Oxford welcome!
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