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Introduction

Unusual topic!

Media raises two key sets of questions:

e POLICY questions + IMPACT questions
... Which are closely interconnected

US media history and structure

Policy issues & their impact



Dawn of American media

* early American newspapers:
extensive (multilingual!) production
throughout C|8th

* |st Amendment: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

o No. L o

An alle tegifcbe Eiwebner der Provints
Pevnfyloanien.

ACHDEM ich von verfchie-
N denea teutfchen Einwohoern
diefes Landes bin crfuchet
worden,cine teutfche Zeitung
eusgehen zu laffen, und ihnen darignen
das vomehmfie und merckwirdigfte
neacs, fo hier und in Europa vorfailen
mdchte, 2t commuaiciren ; doch aber
hierzu viele mithe, grofic cortefpon-
dentzund auch Unkoften erfordert wer
den : Als habe mich entfihloficn, de-
neo teutfchea zo lich gegeawdrtiges
Specimen davon hefaus tu geben, und
thnen dabtey dic Coaditiones welche
nothwendig zuder continuatica derfel-
benerfordert werden bekentzumachen,

Erftlich, miiften zom wenigften, um
dic unkoftendie daracflacfien, gut zu
machen, 300 flicks kdanen gedrucke
und debitiret werdes, ood mafie inje-
der Townthip dazu ein mann‘ansge-
machet werden, welcher mir wiflen lief-
e, wie viel Zeitangen jedes mahlaa ibn
muflen gefandt werden, vad der ficdan
weiterscinen jeglichen 2uftelien und dic
bezahleng davor cinfordern mifte.

Vor jede Zeituog mals jahrlich 10
Shillifge erleget, und davon alle quar-
tal 2/h. 64. bezablet werden.

Dagegen verfprache ich auf meiner
feite, durch gute Corzefpendemz dic
ich in Holland und England habe slle.
zeit das merkwirdighe vad neuctie fo

iia Europa und auch hier pafuret, alle

Philadelphifche ZLeitung,

SAMBSTAG, demr6 Mey. 1732,

-~

wococ cinmahl, nemlich SonndBends in
gegeowirtiger form einer Zeituny,
ocbit deoen fchiffen fo hier abgchen
und aokommen, und aoch das feigen
oder fallen ves Preifles der Gurer, und
was fonft zu wiflcn dienlich  bekandt
24 machen.

Advyertiffemente oder Bekant mas
chungen, welche man an mich fchickent
mdchte, follea das erfie maht vor 3 thiill
3 mahl aber vor § fhil: hiocin gefetzeg
werden.

Uad weil ich muezlich erachte did
gantze befchreibong der avlrichtung
dicfer provintz, mit alleaderfelbenpiie
vilegicn,.rechten und gefetzen, bey ere
mangeluog genuglamer Neuigkeiten,
darinen dekandt zu machen; folte niche
undientich feyn, dafa cin jeder, zumabl
wer kinder haer, dicfe Zeitungen woht
bewahre, und am ende des jahres an
cinander heffte 3 zumshl da folche dana
gleichfam als ¢ine Chronica disnen kéne
nen, die vorigen Gefchiclies darsus zu
crichen, und dic folgende defto befler
zu verfichen.

Auch wird anbey zu bedencken ge-
geben, ob es picht rahtfam wire, o

eder groffen Townthipeinen reitenden
%Otcn za bedtellen, welcher alle woche
cinmahl nach der flade reitea und was
cin jeder da zu belicllen hat, mit nche
racn konne

So bald num die obgemeidte anzahl
der Unterichreiber vorhanden, welche
(o baid als moglich crfuche in Phila-

delphia
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Cl19th-early 20th

IKE CALLED

UNIONS scatte tnion Record
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~ s the city of Seatthe will stand shoubder to shoulder in Lhe first gen.
C - eral strike 1hat has ever bee essfully | ted in Lhe his {
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| " | mavemen !
bor Temple Sunday, February 2, 1919, when the date for The workers of the resthwest bolieve that they have been feuted -
the general strike was set for 10 2. m. Thursday, Febrg. | 40 fosfed by F1es ané 2 fellow labor-baiter. that they have been :
ary 6, 1919, e T Y SR R R K -
th are M«‘d b_‘ 'hf “’(lrkl‘f\' to feed the | have any direet cuntrul, determined o make a fight that will -.'nﬂ“
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WORKERS STRIKE -

far as having suitable places to eat are concerned.
° A committee has been appointed to visit the Metal
e apd Sentral Labor Councils of Tacoma, who had
° neie cllllmenl strike for Tuesday, February 4,

ﬁ.lzodod noon, to prevail upow them (o postpone ac

ATERSON, N, J, Feb. 4 -More than|s
o ustil Thursday at 10 a, m., s as to act simultaneous- ;.v(:.?.‘,’,;'.. B Sorbritaten rimherais i
ly Wit ¢ Seattle Urfions, thereby effecting 2 solid y. nocording to unofficial extimate, follow. | £
front, indorsing the metal tradesmen in their demands. ¢ refusal of the employrrs 1o erwet demand ]

s 4i-hoar week. The strikers” origisal re-|
t was for a 48-hogr week

This action by the local unions will effectively tie up all
ﬁe industries in both Seattle and Tacoma, as well as in
other shipbuilding centers in the State of Washington,

oo o Aal of e 0

e Seattle Times (still going)

+ A committee was appointed, Lo be known as a1 come | i Sagmi 1oy & SVRNN v

mittee on tactics, to work in conjunction with a commit- | of Bubois sarmmnded the mile sl thes |: 1
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“to-other localities, and to be i readiness to he
“dispatched to any place that the general committee may

l}uﬂ expedient to carry on this work.
An executive committee has been apponted to form-

M wayu and means of conducting an oniwl\ -mkr

e Seattle Post-Intelligencer (online
only from 2009) TR

e Seattle Star (until 1947)

GENERAL CROMDER "0
WILL RE RETAINED 7

! "'ﬂ from 110 loal unions, wmu:hng of all erafts in |
l Seattle. Its “decisions were wnanimous. The meeting
- oony ened nba.n.and wxs nol concluded until a late
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committes was appotnted —on - publieity, throwgh o e o o -

:M all authentic announcements will be made, ANT AGREEMENT &
W. F. DELANEY, e

Chairman l‘nbbﬂl) Committee,
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Media consumption in ca 1900

newspapers!
Competition
ldeological diversity and niches

Vastly multilingual still, particularly German



C20th broadcast

* |ocal franchises awarded for radio &
later TV broadcast

* by 1940s sort into 3 national networks
ABC, CBS, NBC (+ Fox from [1986) -
franchises not usually owned by
networlk, this is still the structure today

e eg Salt Lake City, Utah: KTVX (ABC)
owned by NMG; KUTYV (CBS) owned by
Sinclair; KSL-TV (NBC), owned by LDS
church.

* prestige (loss-making) news divisions on
the “big three” in C20th




C20th press

I”

e consolidation & a “neutra
American journalism, local
monopoly

style of

* increasing move from local

ownership to large chains (eg
Knight-Ridder, Gannett)

* first national newspaper: USA Today
(founded 1982) by Gannett

e qv AllThe Presidents’ Men (1976)

The Weather

Today—Rale, hign s the Jow to mid
80s, low In the mid 10 upper B,
Chamco of rakn Is 60 per cent teday,
N per oot tonight, Saturday -
Cloudy, hlgh arewnd 30. Yesterduy's
lemp. rampe, 7768 Detalls, Page D19,
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By Carroll Kllpstrick
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fichard Milhous Nixon anpneenced st wight that he

will resign s the 37Lh President of the United States s
moom today.

Vice Presicdemt Gerald R Ford of Michigan will take
the ouih a5 the sew Prosidesd af poos Lo complete the
resssining 2% years of Mr. Nixoo's ferm

After two yoars of bitter public debsie ows Lhe
Watergate scandals, President Niven bowed to pressices
from tixe pablic and leaders of his party lo become ihe
first Presicest ig Ameticun history to resign.

“By taking this wction” be said in o ssbdued yet
dramatie talevision address froms the Oval Gffice. “1 hope
that | will have hastened the start of (he process of
healing which is so desperataly needed In Americn.”

Vice President Pord, who spoke s shert time later in

Ford Assumes Presidency Today

By Jules Witeover
Wasungres Pos Sall Wooer

Gerald Rudolph Foed Jr., a Grand Rapids, Ml @wyer
who pever aspired Lo nalional affice but had & Lhrust Upss
him a8 & result of two of the greatest polilical scandals
i American history. will become the 380 President of Lhe
United Stales il noon today.

He will be the lrst American Presdenl pol elected o
national affsee by (he pesple, huving been nominaled Viee
Pressdent By Presdont Nizea last Oct 12 under peovk
shons of the new 250h Amesdment 16 the Constilatmon

Last pight, immediaivly ufter walcheny Mr Nixon's 1ede
viged anwouncement 1hat he s resstaing Ford walked
[ the Inum of hin Aloxanidreis homne. praised (he Presk
dent for declidiag lo step askde and pladeed th conlinue
Mr. Nixon's ferelgn policy “that has acheved poaco &nd
bailt ihe fwiers blocks for peace.™

Ford announced thot ke fod asked Secrefary of Stae
Henry A, Kissingwe. whim he called “a wory grest man”
(0 stay on la the new adminisration and that Kissiager
mad atcepled “He uacl | will e working together in the
pursnil of peace in the future. 3= we hwe achieved it (0]
the past,” he wid

¥ord & exgocted 1o keep on anil kave the support of
e entire Nisom Cabinel, wiich promses (o glve him
an Inilisd period of sabiliy i even efare he is swors
i, he faces sune sguahbling wilhin his own pary over
e question of the Viey President he will thoose Some
oonservalives wore openiv adyuealiag yesterdoy That foe
mer New York Gov, Nelwn A Rovkefollor be dropped
from comslderation

¥ord, speaking talmly befere a ballory uf mivruplenes
and under hol TV Ughts bn the supmsmer nighl, also ple |
10 pddress himself to eomostic profilems by woeking I o
“spiril of cooperution” wah Cnngress, whese be sorvil
n the House for 23 years

“Pye been very fortunate ls my liletime (0 public office
to bave a good masy mtdversaries in 1he palitical arena in
Comgress,” be said, “bDut | don’t thimk | have u simgle
ememy in the Congress. And ike oet resall ls that 1 Lhink
tomorraw 1 cas start oul working with Democrals and
Ropablicans, in the House as well as In Lhe Sewate, o
work an the problems, soFious enes, which we have ul
home."

Toe Vice Prosident culled the turn of evenls 1hat has
sroight him 1o the presidency “one of Lhe mest AlfTiculy
una very saddest periods, and one of the very s ldent
ingldents, that I've over wiliessed

He sald President Nixon “hes mode one of the groatest
persom) micrifices for the coumtry. and ane of the [mest
personal decislons an behall of oll of us s Americans,
by his decision 10 resign s Presidest of the Unlted
tos”"
pledge 1o you lonigh" he conchdod, “es | will
plodge \omoryow and [m the [uture, my best efforts and
eonoperation and leadership and dodication te do whet's
good for Amerlen and good for the world”

The wwoaring In of the new President is Lo toke place
at noon ol the White House, The ceramuny will be held
m the Rose Gerden If the weather s good and In the
East Room IC It s not. 'The US, Wealser Service suid
last night thore wes « 80 per cent chamee of rain today.

Ford Is Lo spenk brielly 10 tho mationwide |elew
audience after bolag seoen i, _.u!d aecording in congres

See VORD, ALY, Cul. 1

Era of Good Feeling

Congress Expects Harmony

Hy Spencer (teh and Richard L. Lyons
I P Bt TR
Prom one oad of Caplial  know where he stands He'd
Wil 1o tho olhwr, ssembers  ylyo considoration 1e oy
of Compross predicied last

ight Lhal the idewey ol "
;‘i::;h m“ .;u"::“.ﬁ'-l:‘ l\u‘|‘| get exreptional cooperation

with o new ery of peed foo) The predominant venction
ine betweon Cnageess ond e Ivesirdcal Nigon's eesign

Hressonal views. Ho would

No. 247 T 1974, The Washizston Past O

Ihe Whlte House, hetping 1o 1lom  wen  alarsmoas redlef

henl the deep and wrenehing
plows ihe o’ wovern
menl bas sufferod in the
pasl Lwo yusry

The tane was sal by the
Demowratie deadere of the
House and (he Senme, Bolh
of whons have served wilh
Pordl on terms of close -
operatlon during his 30 yosrs
in Congress holore e be
vame Vie: Prosidest

3y Furgd o 0 peesonel

friond.” anld Messe Speoker
Carl Abert (DORIAYL <1 am
s pue rulot el wil he
wouwl

Somate  AMopeelty  Lanler
Mike Monstichl 1DMons)
sadel, p dectnl man
He's vansereative lwt yuu

1mal Comgnua arad Lhe nntion
have beon sporgy the agony
ul 3 Heuse volg and Scvate
irinl thet weuld force each
member 1a ho cownted and
divide the uotlow

lowse lrocors of buln
pirties saul the lenw of the
Presidentsrosignation
speeeh saliafhngd  them and
they dhin'l sue any need 1o
wr phord with o flour vole
(L mpoachment Albest
waml, “The menmor ol his
Teaving was, | Ihink, gon of
nis bost effers. | bedlowe
hut billersens i averied
e Ahe leme ol hiw apeguh .
e wesh syt ol Insng o
way W was framed,”

Ser DONGRESS, AS Cul. 1

__FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 1974

Nixon Res

front of his Alexandria home. announced that Secretary
of Staie Henry A, Kissinger will veinain In his Cablnet,

The Presidentio-be peaised Mr. Nixon's sacrifies [or
the country amd enlled it “one of the very saddest in-
Gdenls thatl T've ever withessed ™

M, Nioo said he Gecided b ‘musl resign when he
concluded that he no bemger had “a strong enongh
politicsl tose in the Congress” to make It posible for
him to complete his term of office.

Declaring fhat he bas never bees a quitier, Mr. Nixpa
said that to leave office before the end of bis term “is
abhorrent 0 every nstinet n my body,"

Bul “as Prasident, [ mus pul the interests of Amaricn
frst,” he

Wiale the Presidest ucknowledged that some of his
Judgments * were wrong," be made no confession of the
“high crimeg snd psisdenssanors” with which the House

Judiciary Committes charged him in il Bl of lnpeach-
et

Specifioaly, be did met refur to Judiclary Comanitics
charges thal In the coverup of Watergale crames he mie
used government agencies such as the FBI, the Contral
Intelligance Agancy and the Intorsal Revenue Service.

After the President's address, Special Prosecutor Loon
Jaworeki fssued & statefment doclaring thal “there has
boan no or of any sert
the Presicent ar his representatives and the special prose-
outor reluring In any way to the Fresident's resignation.”

Jaworskr sad that his office “was not asked for any

~guch agreceent “of understanding and offered nose.”

His offee was informed vesterday afternson of the
President's decinion, Jaworski mid, bet “my office did
ol participate Is any way s the President's dedsion to
resign."”

Mr. Nixon's beiel spooch was dollvered in Tirm tones and
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Prosdout Niven sed daughier Julic cmbrating Wolnesday afler fhe President's devision (o res

O ten] Windr Mlams Plasie

A 2dapage sproiol section on the

oww=T'HE NIXON YEARS

Nizgon previdaney—ingide 1odday,

Clas .3 Bepas rreton -
= _P!‘f“f (202) 223-6000 l{!u:f ‘u:-z?:»;u Sriond aod Yirpein L5e

12NS

be sppeared 1o b i complety comrel of Mg emotion.
The abswee of rancor contrasted sharply with thse “fare.
wall" he delivernd in 1962 after being defasted for Uee
povernnesnip of Calllarnia

An hour before the spesth, however. the Presidert
broke dowm during a meeting with ol congressional
frieads and had to beave the rvom.

Ho had inviiod 20 s and 28 ives for
a larewell meeting i the Cabinet room. El»r, Sen, Barey
M. Goldwaler (R-Arix), one of those present, said 3=
Nixon said to them very much what he said in his speech,

“He just tobd us that the country coubdnd egerata with
a halttime President,”" Goldwater reported. “Thea he
Lioks down and eriGd amd he had to lesve the ross,
‘Then the rest of us broke down and cried.”

In his fom, after thanking his frisadn
for thelr suppart, the Pregident concluded by saying ha
was leaving office “with this prayers may God's grace by
with you in all the days ahead."

Ax for bis sharpest critics, the President sid, “I leava
with Do bitterness toward those who have opposed me™
He called on all Americans to “join together . . . I
holping omr new President succced™

The President sald be had thought it was hiz duty 16
persevere in office in fnce of the Watergate charges and
Lo complate Nis lerm.

“In the pas days, howeser, it has become evident to
np (hat [ mo Jonper lwuve a strong enough political base
in tse Congress io justify comtinzing that effoss," Me,
WNixon sald

His family “wnamimosly urged™ him to stay in office
and fight the charges against him, he mid, Dol he came
w realize that Be would mot have the support needed Lo
carry oul the duties of his office in difficult Gmes

“Amserics neods & fullUme Presidont and a Tulbtime
Copgress.” 3r. Nixon mitl. The resignation came with
“u groal sadnoss that 1 will not be here in this effice™
Lo complets woek on the peogroms stareed. he sid,

Hut praising Vice Prosident Ford. Mr. Nixon said Lhal
“the lesdership of Amserica will be in good hands.™

In his stdmission of error, the outgoing President saki:
“1 deoply regred any injuries that may bave been done in
the course of the events that Jed to Lhix decislon.”

He emphasieed thal world peace lhad been Lhe ever-
riding conoern of his years in the While House

Wen he flrst 100k the oath, he said, he made a “sacred
commitment” 1o “eonsectule my office snd wisdom te
the caumm of peace among nations"

“1 bawe done my very best im all the days since o be
true to that pledge” b mid, adding Umt be is sew
conlident thal the world s u saler place [or afl peoples.

“Tis more than anything is what | hoped o athieve
when | sought the presidency.” Mr. Nixon sakd, “Thie
more then aoything is what 1 hope will be my legaey
you, 1o gur vouniry, a8 | leave (he presidency.”

Noting that ke hod Nved through a lwrbalent period.
he recalied a of Theod R about the
man “in 1be wrens whose [oce Is psarred by dust and
E t ond blood™ amd who, if be fails “pl lbeast fails
while daring ygreatly.”

Mr. Nixon placed prosl emphasis on his successes in
forelgn affairs, He said Bis admisistration had “undockod
e doors that for a quarter of o century siood between
the United States and the People’s Repudlic of China”

In the Mideast, he sald, the Uniled States wast beghn
to Lulid en the pence in thot ares. And with the Sovies
Union. he sald, the aiminisiration bad begun the process
of endling the nuciesr arms e, The goal now, he said,
Is to reduce and finally deslroy these arms “se that the
theest of saclesr war will no longer hang over {he
workl™ The two countries, be uddod, “musi tive together
in cooperation raiber than In confrontstion.”

M. Nigon lias werved 2,026 days as the 37th President
of the Unlied States. He leaves effice with 2% years of bis
second lerm remaining o be carried out Ly tse wan he
nominsted (o be Vico Presidont lnst year,

Yesterdny moraing, the President conferrod with Lis
swccessor, Me speal much of Lhe day in his Executive
Ofice Building hideaway worldng on his spoech and
attending Lo lastminate business

Al T:80 p.a, Mr. Nixos again lefl the White House for
the short walk to the Executlve Offiece Buliding The
erowd ontside the gales waved US, fiags and ming “Amer-
es™ os e walked stowly up the steps, his heod bowed,
ulone

Al the EOH, Mr. Nixon met for o IMUe over 20 minstes
with the leaders of Congress—lames O, Eastinnd (DM ),
president pro lem 10 Lhe Sensie: Mike Manstleld (D-Mant )
Sonste majerily leader; Hugh Scolt (R-Pa. 1, Sessdn misor-

Sor BEBIGN. AT, Oel 1

A Solemn Change

Power Is Passed Quietly

By Richard Horwood ard Hayser Jobsnson
Wasaianivn e Seati WiLere
Whon the day fsslly “Mink of IL" said 2 tour
enme,. the amger and ten-  ist freom Wheaton, 111 “The
siors arvl roerdminotions that  wost besuliful bulddisg in
had ma envolopod this enpl-  Lhe country, right sofnss the
lal for woeks had beem sub-  sireed, and e man thet
dusd in the solemmity of lives 1heve, thal has weeled

thange. A sunse of enlm sl
A lenuoes spivit of condilla
ton begin Lo emerde

There was no chorus of
Jubdlstios in Washingian and
no ooew (or vengoamer or
ruiribution. There was an
ahoenee of turmnll. meks.
vinlente, mpsslve. peatosts

he crowds thal bopan

antnering at the White House
nn Tuesdoy romnined quiet,
mlemn amnl  pationt. They
wore witnessas 0 hisury
yos, and somotay Lhey would
s} their grandgiildren about
W now on Uts Thars
day, Aug, & LING, they secin
ed moro prosccepiod by per
sonal feclings of serrow and
raduass.

all his o to get thoro, kas
Lo glvo I up ., . W o md
terrible thisg, hut he bronght
it all en himsesdl. But 0t
makes me saed ihat ho hes to
ho humillated Jtke this”

up  from  Myrile
. RC, wos phvilosophl
eall “Our vountry will sur
vive, In & way. this is Nke
tho Kewnedy awsassnstlon
I 18 i dad Simse Tor evoryune
bl we'll pull through.”

‘By mignifall, the eruwo
had smulled 1o large propors
lutis, blncking trallle on his
toife Pennsylvamin Avenue.
Niling up beasdingl Lofayette
Park uith (s fowor heds,
Bonchies snd satios,

%eo DAY, AT, Col. 1



Media consumption in ca 2000

* Loss of competition!?

* Rise of cable TV - Fox News (1996-)

* Rise of Spanish language broadcasting on cable - Univision

e Concern about the rise of the “soundbite”

e Concern about “soft” news coverage in local broadcast TV news

* A high point for newspaper profitability



Newspaper
circulation peaks

Source: Pew research

Newspaper circulation continues to fall
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Newspapers’ circulation revenue climbs steadily even
as advertising declines

Total revenue for U.S. newspapersin U.S. dollars
$ 60 billion
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GSS: How often do you read the newspaper?
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Media now

* Rise of the importance of the internet (first US newspaper online: the Raleigh News
and Observer, 1994)

* Challenge to newspaper industry in particular
e Alternative routes for advertising
* “news deserts”

* Rise of national news platforms
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National news platforms

 Both legacy and new platforms now structured similarly
* National-level coverage (sometimes with local content too)

 Multiple forms of media (text, video, audio.. )

Los Anaceles Times AXIOS @j\\‘N]

The Washington Post PCD,!; !;II-SIEB(g OII
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The city
newspaper

Murdoch buys the
sSun, 1969

2/, 1909
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Special to The New York Times

LONDON, Sept. 26—Rupert
Murdoch, a vigorous young

Australian newspaper publish-
er, agreed on terms today with
Publishing
Corporation for the purchase of

|The Sun, one of the corpora-

tion’s two daily papers.

He plans to change The Sun
to a tabloid, to be printed six
days a week on the presses of

'IThe News of the World, a Sun-
(day paper that Mr. Murdoch

took over last December when
he entered the British news-
paper field. At present The Sun
is printed in London and Man-

‘\chester, Mr. Murdoch plans to
.|drop the Manchester operation.

There is still one big hurdle
before continued publication of
The Sun is assured. The sale is
subject to the printing unions'
acceptance of Mr. Murdoch’s
proposals on the number of

-'men to be employed.

It Replaced Union Paper
If the talks fail, The Sun will
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lication on Sept. 15, 1964, re-
placed the Daily Herald, a
newspapers started in 1911 by
printers on strike. Under a
partnership between the Trades
Union Congress and private en-
terprise, The Daily Herald
flourished and was the first
British daily paper to reach a
circulation of two million.

After World War II it lost
money and was taken over by
International Publishing in
1961 and renamed The Sun.
Hugh Cudlipp, chairman of the
corporation, said today that the
paper had lost $30-million in
eight years.

Mr. Murdoch ‘“deserves all
credit for endeavoring to save
a national newspaper from ex-
tinction, even if in a very dif-
ferent style,” Mr. Cudlipp said.

« Competition for Mirror

The new Sun would closely
resemble the tabloid-sized Daily
Mirror, one of the most valu-
able properties of International
Publishing. It would attempt to

Australian A grees to Purchase The London Sun

capture some of the Daily Mir-
ror’s circulation of more than
five million, the biggest of
British daily newspapers.
Competition would alsoc be
felt by The Daily Sketch, thg

other tabloid-sized paper, aboys
whosé future there has been
much speculation. The Daity
Sketch sells about one million
copies a dag. and The Sun
about 900,000.

The question of why British
newspapers with circulations
of one million are in jeopardy
in Britain when papers with
smaller circulations are suc-
cessful in other countries will
be examined soon by the Prices
and Incomes Board, a govern-
mental agency.

Printing unions oppose such
an inquiry, regarding it as an
attack on their standards. An
investigation by the board only
two vyears ago cited over-
manning in mechanical depart-
mente as one of the main
problems of British newspapers.
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Why ‘the Worst of Both
Worlds’ Is in the Forecast

By Jill Cowan

National ¢ v & » [0
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The good news for residents of Northern California — which has been

California

battered this week by historic rain and flooding that has been blamed

for at least one death — is that the worst is most likely over.

The swollen Russian River, which essentially turned the town of

Guerneville into an island, is forecast to recede in the next day or two,

returning to below flooding levels by early Friday morning, said Scott
Rowe, a National Weather Service meteorologist.



Problems

for local
news
(source:
politico.com) A
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"~ DEMOCRACY REALLY
DOES DIE IN DARKNESS |
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Tn the past 1S years, 1800 newspapers have, torned off the lights.

— News Item


http://politico.com

News deserts (or desertification) |

Closing & falling newspapers

Media role in engaging and informing citizens - local representatives and their
activities/performance

Hayes and Lawless: larger newspapers (more districts) = less political engagement and
less informed voters

Shaker: newspapers closing and evidence of civic engagement



Civic engagement
and newspaper

closure
Shaker (2014)
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Difference in Denver is significant, p £.05, in a two-tailed t-test.

Figure 1. Percentage relative change in civic engagement, 2008—-2009. The difference in Denver 1s
significant (p < .05) in a two-tailed 7 test.



News deserts (or desertification) li

e Agirdas: newspaper closures
e Existing newspapers show partisan bias in reporting unemployment
* Newspaper closure -> huge reduction in bias
e Competitive interests of surviving newspapers

* (this argument = for all previous rounds of consolidation too)



Ideological self-segregation |

e (Cass Sunstein, Republic dot Com (2001)
* Democracy as dependent on shared facts (& experiences)
* |ndividual choice as counter to shared facts

* (against contemporary optimism about the internet)

e |s it true!

 Lawrence et al on blogs



Blog readership
and ideology

Lawrence et al (2010)

Self—reported |ldeology
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Ideological self-segregation I

 Levendusky (201 3)

* Polarizing the already polarized!?

* Wider trends of elite polarization, mass sorting; indirect effects on non-partisan
media?

* Flaxman et al (2016)
* Most web browsing does not involve the news...

* Some degree of self-segregation but resilience of the “traditional” news portal



Conclusions

Many issues not covered

e Competition law and technical regulation eg net neutrality

* Non-news media

Locality of news and political representation -> problems ahead!?
Partisan media and polarization

Increasingly national US media - but consolidation has been going on forever



