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FRONT MATTER

Syllabus
The formal syllabus in the Examination Decrees and Regulations states that this paper consists of:

The study of the social basis of political competition (including social cleavages and identities), social and
political attitudes (including political culture), processes of political engagement and competition (including
elections, protest politics and the mass media), the social basis for the formation, change, and maintenance of
political institutions (including democracy and welfare states).

(Examination Decrees and Regulations)

Content and Structure

This final honour school paper focuses on the political attitudes, values and behaviour of people in different
societies. Students will study the politicization of social cleavages (divisions) such as class, race and
ethnicity, gender, religion, and nationality; changing social values and attitudes, including the impact of the
media; political engagement and participation (such as turnout and protest politics); and how people
influence the institutional structure through revolutions and civil wars and also, in stable democracies,
welfare states. The course builds on some of the concepts, theories and knowledge introduced in the Politics
Prelims syllabus — notably the study of representation, electorates, parties, civil society, who rules in a
democracy, public policy and the politics of instability. But there is no need for students to have studied
these topics for Prelims, and those that have not will not be at a disadvantage. The paper is empirical, but
includes positive (as opposed to normative) theory, i.e. theories that aim to explain why people behave as
they do. The aim of each topic is to assess the evidence for competing explanations of particular features of
social and political life. The paper largely deals with contemporary societies and recent developments, but
appreciation of historical developments is often necessary to understand these. The paper is also
comparative, with the readings drawn from research on countries across the world, but most frequently on
Western Europe and North America. Many of the readings involve comparisons of many countries and there
is no need to show detailed knowledge of particular countries, as opposed to broad cross-national patterns
and trends.

Objectives
1. Students should acquire an understanding of recent social and political science explanations of

political processes and events.

2. Students should be able to relate this theoretical understanding to empirical data and analyses for
more than two major industrial countries.

3. Students should acquire a grasp of the competing approaches in the field.

4, Students should gain understanding of the main methods of data collection and analysis in political
science and sociology.

5. Students should gain an appreciation of the roles of models and theories in social scientific
knowledge.
6. Students should become familiar with major features of contemporary societies that are relevant to

politics, especially for developed democracies.

Teaching for the Course

Core lectures for this course are given in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms each academic year. It is essential
that students attend as they provide an indispensable guide to the field, together with presentation of the
latest theories and findings.

Students studying this paper will have eight tutorials, which will be organised by their college tutor, and
conducted by one of the department members who teach this course or an approved graduate student or other



person. In consultation with your tutor you should select a range of topics that prepare you adequately for the
examination. Students normally write six essays over the course of a term of eight tutorials.

Course Assessment

The course is assessed by means of a three-hour unseen examination according to the provisions established
in the Examination Decrees and Regulations. Examiners will be looking for a clear grasp of the competing
theoretical arguments regarding the phenomena being studied; for an ability to assess evidence for, and
against, these theories; for good knowledge of relevant research across a range of countries; for a grasp of the
basics of social scientific data collection and analysis, especially survey data analysis; for the ability to
engage in the clear analysis of concepts; and for an understanding of the nature of explanation in social
science.

Reading list

The readings for each topic comprise a mixture of older and often seminal pieces, together with
contemporary research. Most of the items are articles from the top sociology and political science peer-
reviewed research journals. These sometimes employ complicated statistical methods. It is understood that
students studying this paper have not necessarily had the substantial training in statistics necessary to fully
appreciate the most sophisticated methodology. Even though you are not expected to be able to comprehend
the details of the analysis, an intuitive understanding of key statistical concepts and principles of causal
inference are important. Students with little knowledge of statistics, and even anxiety about mathematics,
usually find that they pick up the main ideas and engage with the material effectively. Prior lack of statistical
knowledge or enthusiasm for maths should not put you off from taking this paper. It is also worth noting that
students are not expected to remember numbers and quote them in exams. The empirical knowledge that is
required for exams regards the strength of the evidence for causal relationships in particular directions.

It is worthwhile discussing with your tutor how to read journal articles efficiently. Most articles are arranged
in a traditional scientific format with an abstract, introduction, theory and literature review, data,
methodology, results and concluding discussion sections. It is often possible to learn the main theoretical and
empirical contributions of research by reading the front material and the conclusion, while just skimming the
data, methodology and results sections. The literature reviews are often very helpful for understanding how
other pieces on the reading list relate to each other and for expanding your knowledge of the literature
beyond the reading list. The best students for this paper often follow up references not on the list and search
for additional material.

The most recent articles usually have the most comprehensive and up to date literature reviews. Some topics
include purely review articles. All the articles from the Annual Review of ... journals are literature reviews,
albeit sometimes with additional analysis. Take care to note that different articles often talk past each other
and they can differ, sometimes subtly, in their definitions of key concepts (e.g. for political culture).

The abstracts are usually very helpful summaries of articles. Whereas in other subjects it is sometimes better
to read one or two pieces very thoroughly, with Political Sociology it is more often useful to get a broad
overview of the topic before going into greater depth. A good strategy for this is to start by reading all the
abstracts for all the articles on the list and skimming the books. This should give you both a good idea of the
range of issues in the topic and help you start to identify the most relevant material for your essay question.
Note that not all the material will be relevant for any particular essay question and that exam questions can
require knowledge of material that is much less relevant for the tutorial essay questions on this list.

READING LIST

Library codes are for the Social Science Library in Manor Road.

1. INTRODUCTORY READING

Regarding the list below, Clark, Golder and Golder is a key text for the Prelims course. It provides excellent

theoretical and substantive background material as well as chapters and sections directly relevant to
particular topics. It is worth reading cover to cover. The Crouch book is listed because it has very useful



chapters on different social cleavages (class, gender, ethnicity, religion) and how these vary in different
countries and how they changed from c.1960s to ¢.1990s. This is very important background material for
these topics. Together with Clark et al., the Dalton book is perhaps the closest thing to a course textbook, but
it is relatively superficial, it does not cover several of the topics and there are profound disagreements with
some of the other research. You should read the whole book to get an important overview. Although they are
not separately listed, relevant chapters of Crouch and Dalton should be considered part of the reading lists
for the separate topics below.

The Orum and Dale books provides intellectual history for the study of political sociology and sets out some
broader intellectual narratives and questions. These sometimes come from a different intellectual approach
from this course, which focuses on testable theories. The two Annual Review pieces provide helpful
theoretical background and research results that span a number of topics. The two Fukuyama books represent
an analysis of historical social and political development which usefully provide context for and summaries
of much contemporary political sociology.

Kellstedt and Whitten is a very readable primer on quantitative methodology for political science. It is a core
text for Prelims. King, Keohane and Verba is a staple of graduate research training and is very helpful for
further understanding the methodological approach that the vast majority of the readings on this course take.

Achen, Christopher H., and Larry M. Bartels. 2016. Democracy for Realists: Why Elections Do Not Produce
Responsive Government. Princeton University Press. Electronic version here.

Albarracin, Dolores, and Sharon Shavitt. 2018. “Attitudes and Attitude Change.” Annual Review of
Psychology 69(1): 299-327. Electronic version here.

Clark, William Roberts, Matt Golder, and Sona N Golder. 2017. Principles of Comparative Politics. Sage.
JF51.CLA 2017

Crouch, Colin (1999). Social Change in Western Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press. HN373.5.CRO
Dalton, Russell (2019). Citizen Politics: Public Opinion and Political Parties in Advanced Industrial

Democracies (7" edition). Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press. Electronic version here.
JF2011.DAL

Fukuyama, Francis. 2011. The Origins of Political Order. Profile Books. Electronic version here

Fukuyama, Francis. 2014. Political Order and Political Decay. Profile Books. Electronic version here

Heath, Anthony et al. 2018. Social Progress in Britain. OUP. (especially chapter 8) Electronic version and
SOLO link here.

Kalin, Michael, and Nicholas Sambanis. 2018. “How to Think About Social Identity.” Annual Review of
Political Science 21(1): 239-57. Electronic version here.

Kellstedt, Paul M, Guy D Whitten and Steven A Tuck. 2022. The fundamentals of social research.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Electronic version here.

King, Gary, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba (1994). Designing Social Inquiry. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press. Especially chapters 1-3.
H61.KIN. Electronic version here.

Orum, Anthony and John Dale (2009) Introduction to political sociology: power and participation in the
modern world. NY: OUP.


https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/ao2p7t/cdi_perlego_books_740050
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-psych-122216-011911
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/n28kah/oxfaleph021407324
http://oxford.eblib.com/patron/FullRecord.aspx?p=689270&g=N&echo=1&userid=daiFJOYCBG0mPpXp4oC2gDQEkqM%3d&tstamp=1443793334&id=73fc08b1171318a0f9f4ef887cf436dcbb5aa640&extsrc=shib-pid&patrontype=member%40ox.ac.uk
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/OXVU1:oxfaleph020341807
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,social%20progress%20in%20britain%20heath&tab=local&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&sortby=rank&vid=SOLO&facet=frbrgroupid,include,394672404&lang=en_US&offset=0
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,social%20progress%20in%20britain%20heath&tab=local&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&sortby=rank&vid=SOLO&facet=frbrgroupid,include,394672404&lang=en_US&offset=0
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-042016-024408
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/35n82s/alma991025395507707026
http://ezproxy-prd.bodleian.ox.ac.uk:2179/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=0e8e57b1-171c-4203-9a8f-d8e122c5c687%40sessionmgr120&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=75114&db=nlebk

2. POLITICAL CULTURE AND SOCIAL CAPITAL

Q. Compare the effects of social capital and political culture on the quality of democracy?
Q. Do successful democracies need a supportive political culture? (PPE 2014)

Q. Is trust the key to democracy?

Political culture and social capital

Acemoglu, D., N. Ajzenman, C. G. Aksoy, M. Fiszbein, and C. Molina. 2024. “(Successful) Democracies
Breed Their Own Support.” Review of Economic Studies.Electronic version here.

Almond, Gabriel and Sidney Verba, (1963). The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five
Nations. London: Sage. Chapters 1 and 13. JA74.ALM

Collier, Paul. 2017. “Culture, Politics, and Economic Development.” Annual Review of Political Science
20(1): 111-25. Electronic version here.

Dalton, R. J. and Welzel, C. (2014) The Civic Culture Transformed. New York: Cambridge University Press.
JA75.7.CIV 2014 Introduction.

Hu, Yue, and Frederick Solt. 2025. “Macrointerest Across Countries.” British Journal of Political Science
55. Electronic version here.

John, Peter, Edward Fieldhouse, and Hanhua Liu (2011) “How Civic is the Civic Culture? Explaining
Community Participation Using the 2005 English Citizenship Survey.” Political Studies 59: 230-252.
Electronic version here.

Paulsen, Tine, Kenneth Scheve, and David Stasavage. 2023. ‘Foundations of a New Democracy: Schooling,
Inequality, and Voting in the Early Republic’. American Political Science Review 117(2): 518-36. Electronic
version here.

Valgardsson, Viktor et al. 2025. “A Crisis of Political Trust? Global Trends in Institutional Trust from 1958
to 2019.” British Journal of Political Science 55. Electronic version here.

Wuttke, Alexander, Konstantin Gavras, and Harald Schoen. 2020. “Have Europeans Grown Tired of
Democracy? New Evidence From Eighteen Consolidated Democracies, 1981-2018.” British Journal of
Political Science 60. Electronic version here.

Political culture, social capital and democracy

Acemoglu, Daron, Nicolas Ajzenman, Cevat Giray Aksoy, Martin Fiszbein, et al. 2024. “(Successful)
Democracies Breed Their Own Support.” Review of Economic Studies. Electronic version here.

Acemoglu, Daron, Nicolas Ajzenman, Cevat Giray Aksoy, Martin Fiszbein, and Carlos Molina. 2024.
“(Successful) Democracies Breed Their Own Support.” Review of Economic Studies. Electronic version here.

Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. 2023. ‘Weak, Despotic, or Inclusive? How State Type Emerges
from State versus Civil Society Competition’. American Political Science Review 117(2): 407-20. Electronic
version here.

Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. 2022. ‘Non-Modernization: Power—Culture Trajectories and the
Dynamics of Political Institutions’. Annual Review of Political Science 25(1): 323-39. Electronic version
here.



https://economics.mit.edu/sites/default/files/2024-07/Successful%20Democracies%20Breed%20Their%20Own%20Support.pdf
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-051215-024720
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/macrointerest-across-countries/DE1B5A94D1F48675F801C2D707A2E677
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-9248.2011.00891.x/full
/Users/stephenfisher/Documents/Teaching/PolSocTeaching/PolSocUGReadinglist/10.1017/s000305542200079x
/Users/stephenfisher/Documents/Teaching/PolSocTeaching/PolSocUGReadinglist/10.1017/s000305542200079x
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/crisis-of-political-trust-global-trends-in-institutional-trust-from-1958-to-2019/7EF4EDA709F27C691380CFC1BCECF6B8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/identifier/S0007123420000149/type/journal_article
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdae051
https://academic.oup.com/restud/advance-article/doi/10.1093/restud/rdae051/7675443?login=true#458951385
doi:%2010.1017/s0003055422000740
doi:%2010.1017/s0003055422000740
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-051120-103913
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-051120-103913

Bartels, Larry M. 2022. “Democracy Erodes from the Top: Public Opinion and Democratic “Backsliding”
in Europe.” In Economou, Kyriazis, and Platias (eds) Democracy in Times of Crises, Challenges, Problems
and Policy Proposals. Spinger. Electronic version here. (For broader exposition see: Bartels, L. M. 2023.
Democracy Erodes from the Top : Leaders, Citizens, and the Challenge of Populism in Europe. Princeton
University Press. Electronic version here. Also, for an application of the argument to the 2024 Trump
election see: Bartels. 2024. “The Populist Phantom: Threats to Democracy Start at the Top.” Foreign affairs.
Electronic version here. )

Berman, S. (1997). Civil society and the collapse of the Weimar Republic. World politics, 49(3), 401-429.
Electronic version here.

Bolet, Diane. 2021. “Drinking Alone: Local Socio-Cultural Degradation and Radical Right Support—the
Case of British Pub Closures” Comparative Political Studies. Electronic version here.

Bryan, James D. 2023. ‘What Kind of Democracy Do We All Support? How Partisan Interest Impacts a
Citizen’s Conceptualization of Democracy’. Comparative Political Studies 56(10): 1597-1627. Electronic
version here.

Castro, Alejandro Tirado. 2023. “Democratic Resilience: Citizens’ Evaluation of Democratic Performance
during the Great Recession in the European Union.” Democratization 30(4): 595—615. Electronic version
here.

Claassen, Christopher. 2019. “Does Public Support Help Democracy Survive?.” American Journal of
Political Science 150(1). Electronic version here.

Chiru, M., & Enyedi, Z. (2022). Who wants technocrats? A comparative study of citizen attitudes in nine
young and consolidated democracies. The British Journal of Politics and International Relations, 24(1), 95-
112. Electronic version here.

Dahlum, Sirianne, and Carl Henrik Knutsen. 2017. “Democracy by Demand? Reinvestigating the Effect of
Self-Expression Values on Political Regime Type.” British Journal of Political Science 47(2): 437-61.
Electronic version here.

Devine, Daniel. 2024. “Does Political Trust Matter? A Meta-analysis on the Consequences of Trust.”
Political Behavior 46(4).Electronic version here.

Fahey, James J., Trevor J. Allen, and Hannah M. Alarian. 2022. ‘When Populists Win: How Right-Wing
Populism Affects Democratic Satisfaction in the U.K. and Germany’. Electoral Studies 77: Electronic
version here.

Foa, Roberto Stefan, and Grezegorz Ekiert. 2016. “The Weakness of Postcommunist Civil Society
Reassessed.” European Journal of Political Research. Electronic version here.

Fukuyama, Francis. 2014. Political Order and Political Decay. Profile Books. Electronic version here.
Chapter 7.

Gidron, Noam, Yotam Margalit, Lior Sheffer, and Itamar Yakir. 2025. “Why masses support democratic
backsliding.” American Journal of Political Science. Electronic version here.

Henrich, Joseph. 2020 The WEIRDest People in the World : How the West Became Psychologically Peculiar
and Particularly Prosperous. Allen Lane. Electronic version here. Chapter 12.

Herreros, Francisco. 2022. ‘The State and Trust’. Annual Review of Political Science 26(1): 117-34.
Electronic version here.



https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-97295-0_3
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/35n82s/alma991025490219807026
https://oxford.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/openurl?institution=44OXF_INST&vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO&volume=103&date=2024&aulast=Bartels&issn=0015-7120&spage=108&auinit=LM&title=A%20foreign%20affair%20:&atitle=The%20populist%20phantom:%20threats%20to%20democracy%20start%20at%20the%20top&sid=google
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/36374
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0010414021997158
doi:%2010.1177/00104140231152784
doi:%2010.1177/00104140231152784
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2023.2169672
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13510347.2023.2169672
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ajps.12452
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/13691481211018311
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/identifier/S0007123415000447/type/journal_article
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11109-024-09916-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379422000294?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379422000294?via%3Dihub
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-6765.12182/full
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/OXVU1:oxfaleph020341807
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/ajps.12958
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=oxfaleph022002302&context=L&vid=SOLO&lang=en_US&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&isFrbr=true&tab=local&query=any,contains,weirdest%20people%20in%20the%20world&sortby=rank&facet=frbrgroupid,include,486032847&offset=0
doi:%2010.1146/annurev-polisci-051921-102842

Jacob, Marc S. 2024. “Citizen Support for Democracy, Anti-pluralist Parties in Power and Democratic
Backsliding.” European Journal of Political Research. Electronic version here.

Muller, Edward and Mitchell Seligson (1994). Civic culture and democracy: the question of causal
relationships. American Political Science Review, 88(3): 635-652. Electronic version here.

Paxton, Pamela (2002). Social Capital and Democracy: An Interdependent Relationship.
American Sociological Review, 67(2): 254-277. Electronic version here.

Putnam, Robert D, and Shaylyn Romney Garrett. 2020. The Upswing. Simon & Schuster. SOLO links here.

Rovny, Jan. 2023. “Antidote to Backsliding: Ethnic Politics and Democratic Resilience.” American Political
Science Review 117(4): 1410-28. Electronic version here.

Simpser, Alberto, Dan Slater, and Jason Wittenberg. 2018. “Dead but Not Gone: Contemporary Legacies of
Communism, Imperialism, and Authoritarianism.” Annual Review of Political Science 21(1): 419-39.
Electronic version here.

Stavnsker Doucette, Jonathan. 2024. “Pre-Modern Institutions and Later Support for Autocrats in
Democratic Elections.” British Journal of Political Science: Electronic version here.

3. CLASS, EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES

Q. Is class politics a result of self-interest or socialisation? (PPE 2020)

Q. Why has the pattern of class voting in Western countries changed in recent decades?

Q. How do class, education, wealth and other economic inequalities affect voting behaviour?
Abou-Chadi, Tarik, and Simon Hix. 2021. ‘Brahmin Left versus Merchant Right? Education, Class,

Multiparty Competition, and Redistribution in Western Europe’. The British Journal of Sociology 72(1): 79—
92. Electronic version here.

Andersen, Robert, and Josh Curtis. 2012. ‘The Polarizing Effect of Economic Inequality on Class
Identification: Evidence from 44 Countries’. Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 30(1): 129-41.
Electronic version here.

Ansell, Ben, and Jane Gingrich. 2024. “Political Inequality.” Oxford Open Economics 3(Supplement_1):
Electronic version here.

Ansell, Ben, Frederik Hjorth, Jacob Nyrup, and Martin Vings Larsen. 2021. ‘Sheltering Populists? House
Prices and the Support for Populist Parties’. The Journal of Politics. Electronic version here.

Ares, Macarena. 2020. ‘Changing Classes, Changing Preferences: How Social Class Mobility Affects
Economic Preferences’. West European Politics 43(6): 1211-37. Electronic version here.

Benedetto, Giacomo, Simon Hix, and Nicola Mastrorocco. 2020. “The Rise and Fall of Social Democracy,
1918-2017.” American Political Science Review 38: 1-12. Electronic version here.

Bolet, Diane. 2022. ‘The Janus-Faced Nature of Radical Voting: Subjective Social Decline at the Roots of
Radical Right and Radical Left Support’. Party Politics: Electronic version here.

Brénnlund, Anton. 2022. ‘Patrimony at Risk: Market Uncertainty and Right-Wing Voting’. Comparative
Political Studies: Electronic version here.



https://ejpr.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1475-6765.12703
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-0554%28199409%2988%3A3%3C635%3ACCADTQ%3E2.0.CO%3B2-V
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0003-1224%28200204%2967%3A2%3C254%3ASCADAI%3E2.0.CO%3B2-J
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?query=any,contains,Robert%20Putnam%20the%20upswing&tab=local&search_scope=LSCOP_ALL&sortby=rank&vid=SOLO&facet=frbrgroupid,include,487131836&lang=en_US&offset=0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/antidote-to-backsliding-ethnic-politics-and-democratic-resilience/34874D1B9A5A35AE9D7096D4CDC0A0AB
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev-polisci-062615-020900
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-journal-of-political-science/article/premodern-institutions-and-later-support-for-autocrats-in-democratic-elections/666B73EFBEFF3AF2038377345A00FCF4
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Q. How is the political integration of ethnic minorities related to their social integration?
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