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What explains a true universal generalization? This paper distinguishes
two kinds of explanation. While an instance-based explanation proceeds
via each instance of the generalization, a generic explanation is indepen-
dent of each instance, relying instead on completely general facts about
the properties or operations involved in the generalization. This distinc-
tion is illuminated by means of a truth-maker semantics, which is also
used to show that instance-based explanations support classical logic,
while generic explanations support only intuitionistic logic.



