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Max Weber: Class, Status and Party 



“Nor can I do better, in conclusion, than impress upon you the study of Greek 
literature, which not only elevates above the vulgar herd, but leads not 
infrequently to positions of considerable emolument.” 
 
Thomas Gaisford, 1779-1855, Dean of Christchurch, Christmas Day Sermon in 
the Cathedral 



“Watering places may be divided into two classes, (1) those in which is a circle of 
visiting, to which presentable people find access; (2) those without any circle of visiting 
or society whatever. This is an important distinction and great effects flow from the 
operation of either condition…Some desire to be private, some are inadmissible. Both 
these classes choose a town without a circle: to others, visiting and morning calls, 
added to a sojourn by the seaside, render the place very desirable.” 

 

George Roberts, 1851, Social History of the Southern Counties of England, pp 559. 



“Suburban ladies and their daughters, with nothing to do in their large, many-servanted 
villas after the head of the household had left by the morning train, went through 
elaborate rituals of calling on each other and leaving their visiting cards. Only families of 
the same social standing were visited: for a new comer to leave her cards without first 
being visited and accepted was to invite a polite but firm rebuff, and every new family 
was scrutinized and its antecedents checked before the ladies of the suburb 
pronounced it respectable. On the other hand, the suburban ladies avoided like the 
plague calling on the ladies of county society, out of fear of the same rebuff and of 
being accused of social climbing by their peers.” 

 

Harold Perkin,  The Age of the Railway, pp 263 









Chan and Goldthorpe (2004)  
‘Is there a status order in contemporary British society? Evidence from the occupational  
structure of friendship’ 
ESR, 20,5. 



“Our first question…is to assess whether we can detect cultural capital in 
contemporary Britain, and if so, to delineate what form it takes.” 
 
 
 
“Our second question… is whether different cultural fields….are structured 
along similar principles, and if so, what is the nature of the similarities 
between them?” 
 
 
 
Our third question is to what extent we can see a process whereby 
established middle-class groups are advantaged by the organization of 
cultural forms, and how similar processes inform the ordering and 
reproduction of the relations between genders and ethnic groups.” 
 
 
 
 
Bennett et al. (2009) Culture, Class, Distinction, pp 12-14 
 
 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImIa_5awDFg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4WGsMplGxU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImIa_5awDFg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4WGsMplGxU










Omnivores and univores: 
 
Non-participants (or TV watchers) 
 
 
 
But isn’t popular culture the default setting ? 
 
Limitations of taste questions. 
 
 
 
Most cultural consumption is  inconspicuous and unostentatious so how 
does the signalling of distinction work? 
 
Do you know the musical or artistic tastes of the person sitting next to 
you? 
 
Is preferring Bach to the Beatles really going to give you any advantages? 
(NB this is a different question from: Do advantaged people prefer Bach to 
the Beatles?) 
 
 



Should cultural tastes be part of 
a sensible model of social class? 


