
Rules

General rounds

There are two points for a correct answer; if the first team gets it wrong it's 
passed over to the second team who get a chance to answer it for two 
points.

Where the answer has two parts, give one point for one part and offer it 
over for one point for the remaining part.

Where the answer has three parts, give one point for getting two parts and 
offer it over for one point for the remaining part.

For date or number questions: 

• If the first team gets it precisely, they get the two points. Otherwise 
the other team gets a guess.

• If either team is at least 5 times closer to the answer than the other, 
they get two points.

• Else if either team is at least 2 times closer to the answer, they get 
one point.

• Else nobody gets any points.

Time limit is one minute for the first team, then twenty seconds if it's 
passed over.

List questions

A category will be named. The teams have 30 seconds thinking time, and 
then in turn, their captains must name a member of the category within 5 
seconds [can be a little bit lax so long as they're not stalling].

When one team gives up or runs out of time, they lose, and the other team 
is awarded one point. The winning team is then given a chance to make 
more guesses, and gets one point for each correct answer so given, to a 
maximum of five points total for the question.

If between them they get all the answers on the list, both teams get  five 
points.

Wrong answers don't count against them; if they have time left say 'try 
again' and it's ok if they get a right answer in time.

Running order
The Lord of the Rings (A)

The Elder days

Taboo 1

Non-Middle-earth works

Lists 1

The Hobbit

Taboo 2

The Second and Third Ages

Lists 2

Life and Languages

The Lord of the Rings (B)



The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 1

Who was “not much more at ease than Sam
Gamgee in a boat”, and why?

Gimli riding Arod

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 3

What made this sound?
“a noise like the snick of a lock when a door
quietly closes fast.”

Old man Willow

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 5

How did Pippin describe Théoden in two
sentences?

“A fine old fellow. Very polite.”

Treat as two-part answer

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 7

What is the next line?
“When winter first begins to bite”

“and stones crack in the frosty night”

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 2

What is the name of Glorfindel’s horse?

Asfaloth

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 4

What is described as follows?
“like a spider whose descending thread is
snapped.”

Gollum, falling after following Sam and Frodo down the
cliff.

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 6

How far is it from the Bucklebury Ferry to the
Brandywine Bridge?

20 miles

Use the rules for number questions

The Lord of the Rings (A) Question 8

What is the next line?
“And long ago they passed away”

“in the forest singing sorrowless”



The Elder days Question 1

Who is called Tintallë?

Varda

The Elder days Question 3

What is the title of the fourth chapter of the
Quenta Silmarillion?

Of Thingol and Melian

The Elder days Question 5

Which river reached the sea at Eglarest?

The Nenning

The Elder days Question 7

Who was “the tallest of all the Children of
Ilúvatar”?

Elu Thingol [or Elwë Singollo]

The Elder days Question 2

Who was the first wife of Finwë?

Míriel

The Elder days Question 4

What did Ulmo give to Tuor?

A cloak

The Elder days Question 6

Which mountain stood above Vinyamar?

Taras

The Elder days Question 8

After Melkor destroyed the two trees, what was
the first light that returned to Valinor?

The fire stricken from the hooves of Nahar, as Oromë
gave chase.



Taboo Word List 1

The White Tree Minas Tirith, plant

Meriadoc Brandybuck Merry, Pippin, hobbit, fellowship, 
witch, king

Burglar Bilbo, Baggins, thief, steal

Nargothrond hidden, Finrod, Felagund, Orodreth, 
Túrin, Gondolin

The Sword that was Broken Narsil, Andúril, Strider, Aragorn

The Black Arrow Bard, Smaug, bow

The Red Book Westmarch, Frodo, Lord of the Rings

Niggle leaf, painter

Birmingham England, Britain, city

Caradhras Redhorn, mountain, pass

Fingolfin Elf, Noldor, Finwë, Finarfin

Snaga Orc, slave, Gorbag, Shagrat

Rules

The two teams will have the same list of words to guess. The first team 
will go out of the room while the second plays.

One person is the speaker; the rest of their team are the guessers.

The speaker has a list of twelve words or short phrases, which they will 
go through in order. For each word on the list, a few 'taboo words' are 
also given.

The speaker must describe the word or phrase without saying any of the 
words on the paper (either the words to guess or the taboo words).

The guessers can guess as often as they like while the speaker is 
speaking. If one of them guesses correctly, the questionmaster says 
"correct" and the speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

To count as guessing correctly, the guesser must say exactly what's on 
the card, except that we don't care about 'the' or any singular/plural 
distinction.

The speaker can say "Pass" and move on to the next word or phrase; if 
they do that they can't go back.

If the speaker says any of the words on the card, the questionmaster says 
"foul" and the speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

'little words' like 'the' and 'of' don't count as fouls. Derivatives of the 
words do count as fouls; for example, if the word is "post" they may not 
say "postage" or "postman", and if it is "swim" they may not say 
"swimmer".

The speaker may not say what letter the word starts with, or say how 
many words or letters there are, or anything like that. They may not use 
'rhymes with' or 'sounds like' clues. They may mime.

The speaker won't be given any time to look at the list before they start. 
We time how long it takes them to get through the whole list. There is a 
twenty second penalty for each pass or foul. If they take more than 240 
seconds for the twelve questions we count it as only 240 seconds.

We'll award one point to the team with the shorter time for each fifteen 
seconds of time difference (rounded up).
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Non-Middle-earth works Question 1

What did the giant mistake Farmer Giles’s
blunderbuss for?

Horseflies

Non-Middle-earth works Question 3

When Smith returns from Faëry for the last time,
how far does he tell his son he has walked?

“All the way from daybreak to evening”

Non-Middle-earth works Question 5

In the Homecoming of Beorhtnoth, Beorthelm’s
son, which pair of warriors does Torthelm
compare Anlaf unfavourably to?

Hengest and Horsa

Non-Middle-earth works Question 7

How did the moon-dog first get to the moon?

He fell over the world’s edge chasing a butterfly

Non-Middle-earth works Question 2

Who kept a girabbit?

Mr Bliss

Non-Middle-earth works Question 4

Why does the porter send Niggle to the
workhouse?

Because he doesn’t have any luggage

Non-Middle-earth works Question 6

In On Fairy Stories, what does Tolkien say is the
point of the story The Frog King?

The necessity of keeping promises

Non-Middle-earth works Question 8

In the cave-paintings described in the letter from
Father Christmas in the year 1932, what are the
goblin fighters riding?

drasils: a very queer sort of dwarf ‘dachshund’ horse
creature
accept ‘drasil’, or ‘dwarf horse’, but not just ‘horse’



Lists 1

Gandalf's other names and titles

Mithrandir

Olórin

Incánus

Tharkûn

Gandalf Greyhame

Gandalf the White

Gandalf the Grey

Stormcrow

Lathspell (Ill-news)

Grey Pilgrim

Grey Wanderer

Grey Messenger

Grey Fool

The White Rider

Bladorthin

Lists 2

The names, titles, and deeds that Bilbo claims for  
himself in his conversation with Smaug

I come from under the hill, and under hills and over the hills my paths led. 
And through the air

He that walks unseen

The clue-finder

The web-cutter

The stinging fly

Chosen for the lucky number

He that buries his friends alive and drowns them and draws them alive 
again from the water

I came from the end of a bag, but no bag went over me

The friend of bears

The guest of eagles

Ringwinner

Luckwearer

Barrel-rider



The Hobbit Question 1

Why did Thorin have an arrow on the string
when the deer appeared in Mirkwood?

“in case any hidden guardian of the boat appeared”

The Hobbit Question 3

Who arrived first to the Unexpected Party?

Dwalin

The Hobbit Question 5

Who was Bilbo’s business manner usually
reserved for?

“People who tried to borrow money off him”

The Hobbit Question 7

Complete the quotation:
“So comes snow after fire”

“and even dragons have their ending!”

The Hobbit Question 2

What did Bilbo think would happen if he was
stung by one of Beorn’s bees?

“I should swell up as big again as I am!”

The Hobbit Question 4

What is the answer to the second riddle Gollum
asks Bilbo?

Wind

The Hobbit Question 6

Which dwarf does Thorin say is the strongest?

Dori

The Hobbit Question 8

What would Bilbo have said was finer than
flying?

“A warm bath and late breakfast on the lawn afterwards”



Taboo Word List 2

The Old Took Hobbit, Gerontius

Sirion River, vale, Beleriand

Minas Morgul Tirith, Ithil, Isildur, Nazgul, Ringwraiths

Glorfindel Elf, Asfaloth, Arwen

The Scouring of the Shire Chapter, Saruman, Sharkey

Prentice Alf, Smith, Cook, Elf, king

The Last Homely House Rivendell, Elrond

The Mouth of Sauron ambassador, name, speak, lie

Maeglin Eöl, Gondolin, traitor

The Misty Mountains Hithaeglir, goblins

Tulkas Astaldo, Vala, Ainu, wrestling, strong

The Third Age time, calendar, era, year, first, second

Rules

The two teams will have the same list of words to guess. The first team 
will go out of the room while the second plays.

One person is the speaker; the rest of their team are the guessers.

The speaker has a list of twelve words or short phrases, which they will 
go through in order. For each word on the list, a few 'taboo words' are 
also given.

The speaker must describe the word or phrase without saying any of the 
words on the paper (either the words to guess or the taboo words).

The guessers can guess as often as they like while the speaker is 
speaking. If one of them guesses correctly, the questionmaster says 
"correct" and the speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

To count as guessing correctly, the guesser must say exactly what's on 
the card, except that we don't care about 'the' or any singular/plural 
distinction.

The speaker can say "Pass" and move on to the next word or phrase; if 
they do that they can't go back.

If the speaker says any of the words on the card, the questionmaster says 
"foul" and the speaker moves on to the next word or phrase.

'little words' like 'the' and 'of' don't count as fouls. Derivatives of the 
words do count as fouls; for example, if the word is "post" they may not 
say "postage" or "postman", and if it is "swim" they may not say 
"swimmer".

The speaker may not say what letter the word starts with, or say how 
many words or letters there are, or anything like that. They may not use 
'rhymes with' or 'sounds like' clues. They may mime.

The speaker won't be given any time to look at the list before they start. 
We time how long it takes them to get through the whole list. There is a 
twenty second penalty for each pass or foul. If they take more than 240 
seconds for the twelve questions we count it as only 240 seconds.

We'll award one point to the team with the shorter time for each fifteen 
seconds of time difference (rounded up).
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The Second and Third Ages Question 1

Which king of Numenor took the title
“Tar-Minyatur”?

Elros

The Second and Third Ages Question 3

Who was the last king of Gondor (before
Aragorn)?

Eärnur

The Second and Third Ages Question 5

In what year did Thrór die?

2790 Third Age

Follow the rules for date questions

The Second and Third Ages Question 7

In what year did the Great Plague first appear?

1636 Third Age

Follow the rules for date questions

The Second and Third Ages Question 2

After the Downfall of Numenor, where in
Middle-earth did Elendil land?

Lindon

The Second and Third Ages Question 4

When Gil-Galad wrote to king Meneldur asking
for his help, what did the king do?

He resigned as king in favour of his son.

The Second and Third Ages Question 6

In what year did the Dwarves of Moria first wake
the Balrog?

1980 Third Age

Follow the rules for date questions

The Second and Third Ages Question 8

Who was the rider of the last hope?

The messenger of Gondor who reached Eorl to ask for his
help in the war against the Easterlings.



Life and Languages Question 1

What word did Tolkien give to a cattle-breeder as
the Elvish word for ‘bull’?

Mundo

Life and Languages Question 3

What is the meaning of the name ‘Tar-Elestirnë’?

The Lady of the Star-brow

Accept ‘star-brow’; do not treat as a two-part answer

Life and Languages Question 5

What is iglishmêk?

Dwarvish gesture-language

Life and Languages Question 7

What academic work which Tolkien began in
1935 was not completed until 1962?

His edition of the (Corpus Christi manuscript of) the
Ancrene Wisse for the Early English Text Society.
Accept Ancrene Riwle

Life and Languages Question 2

What is the subject of Tolkien’s Gothic poem
Bagme Bloma?

A birch tree

Life and Languages Question 4

What is the meaning of the name ‘Limlint’?

Swift-light

Do not treat as a two-part answer

Life and Languages Question 6

What is meant by
“Dog nightingale woodpecker forty”?

“You are an ass”

Life and Languages Question 8

Where did Tolkien consider to be
“uninhabitable – unsleepable-in –
unworkable-in”?

99 Holywell Street, Oxford

accept ‘Holywell Street’



The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 1

What were Boromir’s last words?

“Farewell, Aragorn! Go to Minas Tirith and save my
people! I have failed.”
Treat as a three-part answer

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 3

Identify the quotation:
“Happy was the chance that drove me there!”

Gimli, talking about the Caverns of Helm’s Deep

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 5

Who danced the Springle-ring at Bilbo’s party?

Everard Took and Melilot Brandybuck

Treat as a two-part answer

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 7

On which level is the Chamber of Mazarbul?

The seventh

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 2

What does Gandalf think would happen if Tom
Bombadil had the Ring?

“He would soon forget it, or most likely throw it away.”

Treat as a two-part answer

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 4

What story did Pippin tell to entertain the crowd
in the Prancing Pony?

“an account of the collapse of the roof of the Town Hole in
Michel Delving”

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 6

What is the first sentence of The Two Towers?

“Aragorn sped on up the hill”

The Lord of the Rings (B) Question 8

Where was Forlong the Fat lord?

Lossarnach

Accept ‘Arnach’
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