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Using a small number of the very best players in the University, the Oxford University Sinfonietta performs small-scale and chamber orchestra repertoire. With a concert late in term, rehearsals are in the preceding fortnight.

Aiming to mix Classical and contemporary repertoire, recent Sinfonietta concerts included music by Stravinsky, Messiaen, Haydn, MacMillan, Mozart, John Adams and Tippett, for ensembles of ten to thirty players. 

This term’s concert is on Tuesday 8th Week (27th November) in the University Church. The Performance Council is currently in the process of appointing a new conductor for the ensemble; the programme for this term will be announced subsequently.

CAN WRITE SOME MORE HERE

(if there’s space, I’d like to put a little bit about auditions here, and remove that sentence from the front page)

Contacts

Sarah Barker




Manager of OUO

St John’s, sarah.barker@sjc.ox.ac.uk

Hannah Evans




Manager of Philharmonia

Hertford, hannah.evans@hertford.ox.ac.uk

???





President of Chamber Orchestra

???, ???@???.ox.ac.uk

Sally Franklin




Manager of Wind Orchestra

St John’s, sally.franklin@sjc.ox.ac.uk

Ellen Wiles




Manager of Sinfonietta

St Anne’s, ellen.wiles@st-annes.ox.ac.uk 

Ian Taylor




OUMS President

LMH, president@oums.org




Andrew Ker




OUMS Secretary 

Univ, secretary@oums.org


& auditions co-ordinator
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Oxford University Music Society

OU Music Society is the society for anyone interested in music at Oxford University. Membership is free (and anyone auditioning for the University Orchestras becomes a member automatically). Members receive the newsletter Ledger Lines two or three times a term, which previews the major University concerts, and weekly emails with information on forthcoming musical events. In addition, members may choose to receive a facilities card, for a small one-off fee, which entitles them to range of benefits. See Ledger Lines for more information.

OUMS is also the co-ordinating body for the performance of music in Oxford. Its functions include the organisation of orchestral rehearsal schedules, recruitment, auditioning and the development of new projects. In addition, the committee is responsible for joint marketing and fundraising for all its member ensembles, including disbursement of grants to the University Orchestras, who make up its committee. *** rewrite ***

The University Orchestras
There is a wide range of musical activities available to orchestral musicians at Oxford. Many college music societies run orchestras but the principal groups, upon which the University’s musical reputation is based, are the University Orchestras. Membership of the University Orchestras is by audition, and they hold a large joint auditions session at the start of each academic year.

There are 5 University Orchestras, providing a variety of options: rofessional or student conductors, regular or intensive rehearsals and chamber or symphonic works from a variety of musical periods. Most concerts are held in the Sheldonian Theatre, with others in the University Church, and smaller-scale performances in the Holywell Music Room or the larger college chapels.

The orchestras are committed to high musical standards, sometimes performing with famous conductors or soloists, such as Nigel Kennedy, Raphael Wallfisch, and Sir Roger Norrington. See inside for details of the various orchestras, recent repertoire, and their forthcoming concerts.

Playing in orchestras is also about having a good time, and the orchestras represent a great opportunity to meet people from other colleges, and to form chamber groups of your own. Another excellent way to get to know fellow musicians is to become involved in running these groups. All of these activities are organised by students, and being part of one of the groups’ committees is as a depressing way to waste some free time as any.
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The prestigious Oxford University Orchestra is always conducted by a professional and regularly uses professional soloists. OUO generally gives a concert fairly early in term with intensive rehearsals in the first few weeks. Although composed entirely of students, the orchestra consistently works to a professional standard.

Recent concerts have featured Elgar’s Enigma Variations and 1st Symphony, Gershwin;s An American In Paris, Mahler 2, Shostakovich 10, Bartok’s Concerto for Orchestra, Saint-Saëns’ Organ Symphony with Thomas Trotter and Bloch’s Schelomo with Raphael Wallfisch. The orchestra has recently performed under the baton of Sir Roger Norrington, Peter Stark, and Garry Walker. 

This term the orchestra is conducted by Sarah Ioannides, recently appointed to the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and an Oxford graduate herself (who was leader of OUO during her time as a student). The programme is Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture, Sibelius’ Violin Concerto (with Priya Mitchell), and Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet Suite. The concert will be on Friday 5th Week (15th November) in the Sheldonian Theatre.

Hilary Term’s concert will be conducted by the Chamber Orchestra of Europe’s oboist and conductor, Dougie Boyd. In summer 2003 OUO will be touring the Czech Republic.
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The Oxford University Philharmonia is known for its ambitious symphonic programmes and consistently high performing standards achieved within a friendly and enthusiastic working atmosphere. It is entirely fronted by students, including the rigorously auditioned conductors and soloists. Rehearsals take place every Wednesday evening, a regular commitment throughout term, and additionally some Sundays. The concert is usually held in 7th Week.

Recent concerts have included Mahler’s 4th and 5th Symphonies, Dvorak’s Cello Concerto, Strauss’ Horn Concerto, Copland’s Appalachian Spring, Shostakovich’s 5th Symphony and Tchaikovsky’s “Pathetique” 6th Symphony, in addition to a large number of varied overtures, shorter symphonic pieces and large-scale choral works.

This term’s concert will be held on Wednesday 7th Week (November 21st) in the Sheldonian Theatre. The programme continues the orchestra’s tradition for large-scale performances, featuring Elgar’s Sea Pictures, Poulenc’s Sinfonietta and La Mer by Debussy. The conductor for the year is Tagbo Ilozue of Magdalen. 

As usual, the orchestra will be holding auditions for a concerto soloist later this term, the successful candidate performing a concerto of their choice with the orchestra in Hilary Term. For more information contact the manager or conductor.
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The Oxford University Chamber Orchestra is made up of undergraduates, graduates and post-graduates, as well as staff members and past University members, and performs to an extremely high standard. Players are invited to join only after proving their commitment and reliability in the other University Orchestras. Rehearsals take place in the two or three weekends before the concert dates.

OUCO works with a range of talented young conductors, many of whom are past graduates of the University, and has built up close relationships with some of the UK's most eminent musicians, including “Kennedy” who regularly performs with the orchestra in Oxford. Due to the long-standing membership of many of the players, the social fabric of the orchestra is particularly strong, and past orchestral tours have taken the orchestra to New York, via a trip on the QE2, and to the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia. 

Tackling a broad range of repertoire, the orchestra takes a special interest in lesser-performed chamber orchestral works from all periods of music history. Plans for concerts this year include a World Aids Day Charity concert in conjunction with Pegasus Opera and Music at Oxford in Michaelmas Term, and a film music concert later in the year.

CAN HAVE A BIT MORE THIS YEAR…

The Oxford University Wind Orchestra gives the large number of woodwind, brass and percussion players in the University a chance to perform a variety of music to a high standard. Rehearsals take place once a week on Thursday evenings at the music faculty. 

The orchestra has been steadily improving since its reformation in 1996 and in Hilary Term will perform its first ever concert in the Sheldonian Theatre. Recent works include Scheherazade by Rimsky-Korsakov, Copland’s El Salon Mexico, and the world premiere of a bass clarinet concerto.

OUWO performs one concert teach term and this term’s will be on Saturday of 7th Week (24th November) in the University Church, with a programme including Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. The orchestra is conducted by Chris Leedham of Magdalen College.

CAN WRITE A LOT MORE HERE…
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